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The INTRODUCTION. 


U R Bletted Saviour has taught 
us, That there are ſome Ways 
of Worſhiping God, which have 
{o great a Mixture of Humane Ins 

vention in them, that they are Vain and Un- 
acceptable to Him, AMzerk vii 7, In wai 
(faith He) do they WWorſpip me , teaching for 
Dectrines the Commandments of Men. This 
obligeth every Man who has a C-ncern tor 
his Soul, to examine caretully the Worſhip 
he offers to God, whether it be ſuch as God 
has inftituted ; I:{t his Service ſhould be re- 
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jected with that Cenſure in the Prophet, 
Who has required this at your hands ? But more- 
eſpecially it concerns the Paſtors of the 
Church, who have the Direction of the 
Publick Worſhip of God, to be careful in 
Examining this Matter , that they may be 
able to ſatisfie their own Conſcieaces,as well 
as the People's committed to their Charge, 
concerning the Purity of the Worſhip which 
they practiſe '1 hemſclves, and recommend 
to Others. 

IE. It has pleaſed God, in his Providence, 
to make Me an Overſcer over ſome part of 
his Flock in this Kingdom ; and Ilookupon 
it to be my Duty, to uſe my Endeavours to 
In{truct Thoſe that are committed to my 
Charge, in the Worſhip of God, according 
to the Rules he has preſcribed ; and to Warn 
fach as I tonceive to {werve trom them, 
of their Miſtakes. I hope it will be of Uk 
and Satisfaction to Thoſe that joyn with Me 
in the Publick Worſhip of God, to find, or 
Examination, That what they there practiſe 
is agreeable to God's I:iititurion. And as to 
thoſe that think otherwiſe, I perſuade my 
ſelf, that an Admonition in the Spirit 0 
Mecknets can give them no juſt Offence 
but rather be -f Ute to them alſo,by obliging 
them to Examine and Reviſe their Ways 


hat they may corre& their Judgments Th 
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3 
if, from what I offer , they ſhall ſee Rea» 


ſon for it. 

II. In order to help thoſe concerned to 
makea true and impartial Judgment in theſe 
Matters, I defire them to conlider, 

1/f. That it belongs only to God, to give Rules 
how He will be Worſhipped. "Tis, 1 ſuppoſe, 
will be granted by all, fince it ſeems to be a 
Truth naturally implanted in the Minds of 
Men, and univerſally acknowledged in all 
Times. 

2dly, T take it for a Truth agreed to by the 
generality of Proteſtants, That rhe Holy Scripe 
tures contain the Revelations of God's Will, con- 
cerning his Worſhip. | 

241y, Fromtheſe Two,we may reaſonably 
inferr, That it concerns us to keep as cloſe 
as we can tothoſe Directions which God has 
been pleas'd to afford us in his Word, with- 
out Adding to, Omitting, or Altering any 
thing that He has there laid down. For, 

ſince God has vouchſated u; a certain Dis- 
ection for his Worſhip in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, ic is to be ſuppoſed, that all Ways 


of Worſhip are difpleaſing co Him, that 


are not expreſly contained or warranted 

by Examples of Holy Men mentioned therein. 

4thly, We muſt obſerve, That the Wor- 

ſhip of God is either Inward or Outward 

The Inward Worſhip of God, confiſts in the 
B 2 | 
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Inward Homage and Subjetion of our Minds 
to him. The Outward, conſiſts of ſuch Ads 
and Duties as ſerve to-exp: eſs this. Inward 
Subjection of our Souls ; or that p omote, 
encreaſe. or cont: ibute towards it. Thus, 
for Inſtance, Vocal Prayer is a Part of Out- 
ward Wortihip; becauſe ic expreſſes the 
Inward Deprndance of our Souls on God. 
Thu:, Reading the Wot d of God, is a Part 
of the fame ; becauſe therein we acknow- 
ledge our Subjection to Him , and to his 
Laws, and uſe it as a Means to Promote and 
encreaſe this *ubje&tion. Thus, Celebras 
tion of the Sacraments, 1s a Part of the ſame 
Worſhip ; becauſe in them we not only ex- 
preſs vur Deperdance on God for his Grace, 
but likewiſe obligeand bind our felve- to ſerve 
Him. And che ſame holds in all Outward 
Adts of Worſhip. 

5thly, We muſt remember, "Thar 'ris in 
theſe Outward Act-that we are more 1mme- 
diately concerned as Pabl'ck Worthippers; 
for we cannot know the Inward Worlh'p 
which Men pay to God in their Minds, but 
as it appears to us by theſe Outward Agts: 
And gene:ially, when we ſpeak of the Pub: 
lick Worthip of God, we mean this Out: 
ward ; and concerning it, are the great 
Diſputes and Differences among us ; all of us 
being agreed as to the Inwaid, and of what 
fort that ought to be. IV. ia 
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IV. Having premiſed thels few things, 
which, I hope, will be granted by all ; T jhall 
proceed dire&iy to my propeled Ungdcr- 
raking ; and jnall, with the greatett { ur- 
nels and Impariality I can, Examine and 
Compare the Worthip of God, which 1s di- 
rected and warranted by Scripture, as well 
with that which is prefcrib'd and practis'd by 
our Church. as with that which 1s practi;'d 
by {ſuch as differ from us. 

V. Now.it we confider the Ordinary Ser- 
vice of God , as preſcrib?d and pradt's'd in 
oC ipture, we ſhall find the Main Subſtan» 
tial Parts of it to be thefe Fives iz, 
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Celebration of the Holy Srerament of tre Bo» 
Vy ay { of ks 
dy (117 { Blood Of Ci; iſt. 


The Method I ſhall take in Diſcourſing of 
cach of theſe, ſhail be, 

Fri, Fo thew what the Holy Scriptures 
direct concerning tliem part'cularly. 

Yecondly, | thall conlider the Practice of 
our Church,with relation ce thoſe Direfions 
and Exampl-s. An, 

Thirdly, Tine Practice of Proteſtant Diſ- 
{unters, 
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SHAP,. LT 
Of Praiſes. 


SEC 1, L 
What the Holy Seript« res preſcribe 


CONON HT: # 4 them. 


Pf! I. F7Irſe then, as to the Fraiſes of God. 
The Scriptures both of the Old and 

New Teſtaments require the Uſe of the 

fl Plalms, 1n offering up Praiſes to God. We | 
find in the Old Teſtament, 2 Chroz. 29. 35. | 
Hezekziah the King, and the Pris CCS, COMman ted | 
the Lewites to fog Praiſes to the Lord with the 
words of David, end of Hiſaph ; and they ſang 
ith plaineſs, This Command of Hezrkiah 
| proceeded from God, and was approved by 
ll him. The ſame way of Praiſing God con- 
| tinued in the Jewiſh Church till our Saviour s 
time : And atter that, we have yet a more 
poſitive Command for the Uſe of them by 
the Apoſtle, Fphef. F. I9. Speaking to Jour 
ſelves in Pſalms, and Efpavnes, and fpiritual 
Songs. And Col. 3. 16. Let the werds of Chriſt 
dwell in you richly, in all wiſdom, tes ching and 
asmoniſhing ene another in Pſalms, and Hymns, 
and ſpiritual Songs ; ſinging, and making me- 
lody, 


' 
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Se. I. Of Praiſes, &c. - 


lody, with grace in your hearts, to the Lord, IT 
think there is no room to doubt, but by che 
Pſalms, &c. in theſe places, is meant the 
Bock of P{alms, which the Holy Ghoſt has 
left for this purpole to the Church. 

IT. Though the Scriptures recommend 
tous Singing of Plalms, yet in fome Cafes 
they a/l,2» us to Say them. I w'ill not inſfift 
on thofe places of Scripture that ſeem to 
require us tO do fo, ſuch as Fal. 118. 2. Let 
Iſrael now lay, that his mercy endureth for ever 
let the Houſe of Aeron now lay, and let them 
that fear the Lord now lay, &c.) becanle theſe 
Exprefſtons being Poetical, may be fo inter- 
preted, az to mean Sizging ; though there 
15 no Neceflity of reſtraining the general 
Command of Saying or Speaking the Praiſes 
of God to Singing only. We find in Scrip- 
ture ſeveral ſacred Hymns; particularly of 
Hannah, the Bleiled Virgin, Zacharias, arid 
Simeon, and the Saints in Flceaven, Rev. 9.12. 
& II. 17. Which are faid to have been Said 
by them reſpe&ively ; and the Circum- 
ſtance3 inthe >tory do not make it probable 
thatthey wereſung. From all which we may 
reaſonably inferr, That where Peopleccan 
ſing, they are obliged to do it, in Obedience 
to God's Command : But where,through any 
Detect of Nature or Art, they cannot Sizg 
Decently, they may be dilpenſed with $ay- 
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ing. Only People ought not by this Indul- 
gence to be encouraged to neglect Singing 
altogether ; or tro think. that God doth not 
require it of them, when by a little Pains or 
Induſtry they may attain to the Art of de- 
cently periorming it in his Service. 

INI. *Tis certain, the Word of God rc- 
commenderh to us Pſalms and Hymn: in 
Proſe, for our Praiſing God. It we look 
into the Songs of the Bletled Virgin, of Za- 
charias, or Simeon, We \Þall find them all in 
Proſe ; and ſuch are the Songs of the K/e//:d, 
which they are rep-elented Singing, in the 
Revelations, .particularly Chap. 5. 9 & IF. 3. 
As to the Hebrew Pſalms, *tis evident, that 
they are Poetical ; but the Poetry of them 
conſiſts rather in the Style and manner of 
Expreflion, chan in any certain Mzalures or 
Verſes ; which thoſe that have ſearched moſt 
narrowly into them, have yet been able to 
diſcover , ſo as to fatisfie an indifferent 
Reader. But whatever Poetry there may 
be in them, we cannot find, by any of the 
ancient Tranſlations which were made ule 
of by the Church, in our Saviour's, or his 
Apoſtles time, or in the Ages immediately 
Genie, that they or the fi:jt Chriſtians 
did ſing any thing in Yerſe ; but we are lure 
that they ſung Hymns in 7ro/e: So that we 


have no certain Scriptural Warrant for the 
Ulſe 
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Uſe of Verſe or Metre in the Praiſes of God. 

Pet haps ſome mav tanſie that Verſe or 
Meaſure was not in ic in thoſe Countries, 
and that thereiore they ſung their Songs in 
Proſe ; but this is a Miſtake ; Poetry and 
Verſes were then in thoſe places where the 
Pla'ms were trai:ſlatd. in gieat requeſt ; and 
at the higheit perfection , when the New 
Teltameit was penned, and yet we have 
no Example thercin of their Ule in the 
Pra fes ot God. 

And it is very manifeſt that this proceeded 
from Choice not Neceffiry : For it the Ho. 
ly Ghoſt l;ad thought Verſe necellary for 
Livine Plalms, we may. preſume he would 
haie inſpired ſome of the Holy Men in 
Scripture, when Extraordinary Gifts: were 
{ſo common. cither to Tranſlate the Pſalms 
of the Old Teſtament into Verle, or elſcto 
Compoſe tome of the other Hymns that are 
reco: ded in the New, atter that way : But 
neither of thetic having been done, "ris at 
lea't a preiumprion that we may praite God 
as acceptably in P:ole as in Verſe 

And there is orc thing turther to be conſi. 
dered, 'That the Prophers of the Heathen, 
who pretended to be inſpired, generally 
w:o'e their Prophecies and their 11ymns to 
then God. in Veric : We know not bur this 
may Le one Reafan why cue Holy Groft 

thought 
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thought fit that ſuch as were inſpired by Him 
ſhould decline that way of Recording their 
Prophecies or Prailes. 

IV. As the Scriptures preicribe us the Uſe 
of Pſalms in the Praiſes of God, ſo they en- 
courage us to offer thoſe Praifes by way of 
Reſponſes, or Anſwering : For this, we have the 
beſt Examples that can be deſired, even the 
bleſled Angels and glorified Saints: So Ta. 
G. 2. And one cried unto anothcr, Holy, Holy 
Holy i: the Lord of Hoſts. And the Church 
triumphant through the whole Rewelation 15 
(I think) conſtantly repreſented praifing God 
afrer this manner. So Chap 7. 9g. where The 
Multitude, that repreſent the People cried ont 
with a loud woice (veil. 10.) Safvation to our 
God, which ſitteth upon the Threne, and to the 
Lamb. And then, The Angels and Fiters, 
who repreſent the Clergy, perform their 
Part, wer. 12. ſaying, Amen ; Bleſſmg, cmd 
Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thank/oiving, and Hee 
our, and Power, and Might, be unio cur Ged. 

They are repreſented the ſame way anſwe- 
ring one another, Chap. I9. 1. 1 heard a great 
woice of much People in Heaven, ſaying Hilcln- 
zz ; this they repeat wer. 3.) then the Twen- 
ty fonr Elders (repreſenting, as before, the 
Clergy) anſwer (werſ. 4.) Amen, Alleluia, 
Then (wverſ. 5.) a Voice came out of the Throne 
ſaying, Praiſe our God, Upon which (wver|. 
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6.) the People reſume their part, and anſwer, 
Alleluia : for the Lord Ommnipotent Reigns. I 
make no queſtion but this is taken by Alluſi- 
on from the manner of the Church's Prai- 
ſing God on Earth; and there is nothing in 
ic but what is agreeable to St. Paul's Com- 
mand of Teaching and Admoniſhing one ano« 
ther in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritnal Songs z 
which ſuppoſes every one to have ſhare in 
them, either by turns, or by bearing a pare. 
It is obſervable, that the Pfalms contain 
many excellent Inftructions and Exhortati- 
ons, as well as Praiſes and Prayers, and there- 
fore St. Paul recommends them to Chriſti- 
an3 for their mutual Inſtruction andAdmoni- 
tion. Ir was common therefore for one to 
ſing, and the reſt to hearken tor their Inſtru- 
&ion and Edification, as appears 1 Cor. 14.3. 
For ye may all propheſie one by one, that all may 
learn and be comforted : Propheſying here (as 
we may find from the 26th. verſc of this 
Chapter) includes P/alms as well as Dofrines, 
Tongues, Revelations and Interpretaticns z and 
the praiſing God ovne by cre, or by turns, a- 
mounts to pra'ſing Him by way of Reſpon- 
ſes or Anſwering ; and tho? theſe Prophets 
were inſpired, yet it is plain they acted in 
this according to the lertled Order of the 
Church, Verſ. 23. As in all the Churches of the 
Saints ; and theſe inſpired Prophets thus prai- 
ſing 
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fing God one by cne, is an unque!tionable 
Precedent that God approves this way in 
his Pra es. 

This Way of praiſing God by Anlwering 
one another, is the moſt Ancient we ftiia in 
Scripture. - For thus Arian praiied God, 
Exod. 15. 21. And Miriam anitwered them, 
Sing ye to the Lord, for He hath Trianphed 
ghorion fly, &e. And the Jaſt Song recorded in 
Scripture 1s of. the ſame fort, Rev. 19. as is 
betore-mentioned, 

I reckon the Songs with which the Wo- 
men of Jrael received Saul, 1 Sam. 15.7. tO 
be Religious, and there it 1s expreflly faid 
That rhe y an[woared one ancther ; And Ch p. 
21. 11. Did they not ſing one to anotier ? &C, 
Put whether thel- Songs were Religious or 
no, it1s certain that the Frame and Compo. 
fition of fome Plalms are ſuch, as plainly 
diſcover that they were dcligned to be flung 
in paits; and az much is owned by the bei} 
Commentato.'s : Such are the 24, and 118, 
Plalm-. 

It is to be obſ rred that the Law of 17:/es 
neither preſcribes Pialm; in the praites of 
Gcd, nor Singers, nor the way of Singing : 
1 heſc all theretore arc parts of Natural Reli- 
gion, and ;ndced ancienter than the Law, as 
appear: by Ex-4. 15. What theretore we find 
in the Cli Teitament concerning thele, 1s 

et: her 


Set. 1. H'w Warranted by Scripture, 17 


either from the immediate Preſcriptions and 
Revelations of God by his Prophets, or from 
the Dictates of Nature, and nor any part of 
the Ceremonial Law.: And cis obvious that 
Natural Neceflity will teach any conſidering 
Man chi; way of alternate ſinging or an{we- 
ring in parts; tor it the Songs be long , as 
ſome ot the Plalms are, no one Man's Voice 
can hold out to the end. 

V. The Holy Scriptures recommend tous 
the ule of Inſtruments in the praiſes of God ; 
the Piaimiſt frequently uſes and recommends 
them, and the whole Book of Pſalms 13 con- 
cluded with this Advice, P/al. 150. VET. 3. 
Praiſe him with Timbrel, praiſe him with [tringe 
ed In(truments and Organs, &c. . Thus Religi- 
ous Perſons were taughtto praiſe God before 
the Law. Ex. 15. 20. And Miriam the Pros 
preteſs the fi/fer of Aaron, teor a Timbrel im her 
hand, and all the Women went after with the 
Timbrel, &c. And thus the Blefled in Hea= 
ven are repreſented praiſing God. Rev F. 8. 
and 14 2, The \\ ri:ers of the New Teſta- 
ment recominend to us the Palms which 
were the Hymns of the Jewith Church, and 
command us © ting chem, and 'tis obferva- 
ble that the word we render Sing, Jam 5.12. 
originally implies gre with an Inſtrument. 
Now it they had not approved the Jewiſh 
way of lingivg them , which was with In- 

\iruments, 
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ſtruments, they would not have uſed a word 
that imported it ; nay it is not to bedoubted 
but they would have cautioned us againſt it; 
but the uſe of Inſtruments (as I have ſhewed 
before in the Caſe of Afriam) being nopart 
of the Ceremonial Law, but antecedent to 
it, onght not*o ceaſe without ſome Com- 
mand or Precept condemning it, 

VI. Laſtly, The Scripture requires that 
we underſtand the praiſes we ſing to God ; 
and this warrants our 'Tranflating them into 
the Vulgar Tongue : Ir is a Duty therefore 
incumbent on the Governors of the Church , 
toprocure the Pſalms to be Tranſlated for the 
Uſe of the People under their Charge , and 
they may expect the Aſſiſtance of God's Spi- 
rit when they attempt it, in Obedience to 
his Command. But if through Humane 
Frailty, any miſtake, not contrary to Faith , 
ſhould creep in this ought to be no Excepti- 
on againſt the Uſe of the Tranſlation, ſince 
there are ſuch Mittakes both in the Syrzac , 
Greek and Lar:n Tranflations, ſome of which 
are of great Antiquity, and were uſed by our 
Saviour himſelf, and his Apoſtles. 

Theic are the Directions the Scriptures 
give us for the Performance of this firſt part 
of the Worſhip of God, which conſiſts in 
przii-5, and the manner we find them offer'd 
to Him Þy Is Saints, 
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SECT. IL 


The manner of Praiſing Gcd Publickly, 
hich is preſcribed and pratiiſed by our 
Church. 


Ow as to the manner of offering Prai- 
es in our Church, it is to be conſide- 
red, 

1. That we are directed to praiſe, glori- 
fie, and confeſs to God every Day, in a cer- 
tain number of Pſalms of his own Appoint- 
ment, out of the Old Teſtament; and 
then in ſuch - Hymns as are recorded in 
the New: And to theſe there are added 
ſuch other Hymns , Confeflions of Faith 
and Thankſgivings, as will appear by and by 
to be agreeable to the general DireQions of 
Scripture. 

Bur inaſmuch as the Myſtery of the Holy 
Trinity is more explicitly revealed to us un- 
der the Goſpel, than it was to thoſe under 
the Law ; Therefore our Church has thouzhe 
fit to require us with every Pſalm and Hymn 
to intermix, Glory be tothe Father, tothe Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt ; As it was inthe Begin= 
ning, 15n9w, and ever ſhall be : To lignife that 
we believe, that the fame God was worſhiped 
by them as by us, the ſame God that is glori- 
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fed in the P/alms, having been from the be- 
ginning Father, Son; and Holy Ghoſt, as well 
as now : SO that our aſcribing this Glory ex- 
preſly to the Three Perſons in whoſe Name 
we are Baptized, ou lit not to he taxed as 
any real Addition to the Pſalms, it being on- 
ly uſed as a neceflary Expedient to turn the 
Fewiſh Pſalms into Chr:i/tian Himmns , and to fit 
them for the Uſe of the Church now, as they 
were before for the Uſe of the 5ynagogue; 
which practiſe I preſume can give cauſe of 
Exception to none but Secinians. 

2. Our Church Orders theſe Pſalms to be 
either Sung or Szid, as the Peopleare able to 
offer them ; not being willing to lay a great- 
er reſtraint on them than the Scripture has 
done : In which (as I have already ſhewed ) 
we have Examples for both theſe ways of 
praiſing God. 

3. They are propoſed to us in Proſe, 
without any other alteration from the Ori- 
ginal than what was necellary to make them 
intelligible in our Language. 

4. The People are allowed to bear their 
part in them, andeither to ſing or ſay them 
by way of Anſwering : This is according to 
the Scripture Exampics, but it is not 1mpo- 
{:d, except in very few Caſes. 

5. Our Church permittzth the Uſe of 
{ome grave Vulical Initruments to regulate 
the 
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Sed. 2. How prattiſed by our Charch. 15 
the Voices of thoſe that ſing, and to ſtir u 

their Aﬀections, which are the Natural Et- 
ſeas of Muſick, and ſeem- more requiſite in 
Northern Countreys, where generally Peo- 
ple's Voices are more harſh and untuneable 
than in other places; but this is not impoſed 
in any Congregation, nor doth any Rule of 


- our hurch require it, and therefore it is at 


the People's Choice, whether they will uſe 
the help of theſe Inſtruments or no. 

6. This then is the care our Church has 
taken, for the publick performance of the 
praiſes of God, and if we bring grace in our 
hearts,and an inward ſenſe of the Majeſty of 
God, and of his Mercies towards us, when 
we come to joyn in them, which is our part 
and duty to do, whocan fay that God's prai- 
ſes thus celebrated, are not according to his 
Commands, and acceptable to him? T 
think itſufficiently plain, that they are agree=- 
able to the Holy Scriptures, which ought to be 
our Rule for this, and all other parts of God's 
Worſhip. | 

I think no more neceflary therefore on 
this Head, but with all earneſtnefs, to be- 
ſeech you who are of our Communion, to 
conſider how great and important a- part 
theſe praiſes ar& of the Worſhip of God, and 
to apply our ſelves with all diligence and 
holy zeal to the performance of it ; for we 

| C- never 


18 J | Of Praiſes, No Chap. L 
never come nearer the Imployment of the 
Bleſſed, than when our Hearts and Mauths 
are filled with the praifes of our God. 
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The Difſenters manner of Praiſing 
God in Publick. 


Nd now as toyoumy Friends and Bre- 
thren, who difſene from this Worſhip 
of ours, give me leave with all calmneſs to 
examine how you perform this great Work of 
Praiſing God ; and I deſire you to compare 
' your own practice in your publick Aſfem- 
blies, with what you find in your Bibles con- 
cerning this Duty. 

T. Your Directory determines it to be the 
duiy of Chyiff tans to praiſe God publickly, by fing« 
ins of Plalms tcgether in the Congregation, an 
that in /inging L/alms the voice 15 tobe tuneable 
and OE erdered, and. laſtly, that it is com 


werent that the Mimiſter, or ſome other ft Perſon © 


appointed by him and the cthcr ruling Officers ,, do 
read the F(alm,. line by line, before the (niging 
thereof 5 and your common practice 1s to ling 
two or threg Verſes of a Pfalm in Meetre, 
'the Miniſter, or Clerk, firſt reading each 
ne, «nd the People ſinging it after. 

- . TI. Before I proceed to make any Obſer- 
© Yations on theſe Rules and Practice, to 
| prevent 
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prevent Miſtakes, E defire you to obſerys, 
I. That I do not condertin the ſinging of 

Palms in Meetre as unlawful. 

2. That I take it for granted, That the 
Apoſtle: and Primitive Chriſtians did praiſe 
God in Proſe, and that Meetre and Rhyme 
are, for ought appears, purely or Humans 
Invention. 

2. We muſt conſider that if we take the 
Plalms (as We uſe them) in Profe, there is 
not a more exalted Piece of Poetry in the 
World, nor any thing better fitted to raiſe 
in ſerious and well-difpoſed People, the moft 
devout Aﬀections. Whereas, if we take 
them as they are commonly uſed in Rhyme; 
the Force, the Vigour, the Loftineis which 
are ſo Extraordinary in the Proſe Tranſlati- 
on, are almoſt emirely” loſt ia the Verſe, 
and tho” ſeveral have attempted to FTran- 
fate them inco Engliſh Verſe, yet I cannot 
firid chat arvy one ha3 done Juftice rothe Ma- 


_ kfty:.of che Exprefiions, and hardly to' ths 


Sente of them. . | 
ITE. Having premifed theſs-things, I in- 
erear. you to confider mwipartiatly with me, 
how far this your PraQtice agrets with the 

Scripture Rule. : | TO 
1. Fhen the Scriptures command us to 
praiſe God in Pfalms,; and untoubtedly the 
feſt Chriſtians uſed whole Pſalms at a time. 
C 2 SOIC» 
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20 +. Of; Praiſes, * Chap. I. 
Sometimes they joined together in ſinging 
them, . as' our Saviour and his Diſciples did 
Matt. xXvi. 309. Sometimes one. only ſung, 
and-the reſt attended for their Edification, 
as .appears from-x Cor. xiv. 26. But the 
aforeſaid Method of ſinging the Meetre 
Pſalms takes up fo much time; that it is im- 
poſlible to praiſe God in whole Pſalms after 
that maimer. Þut if we uſe the Pſalms in 
Profe.according to the Order of our Church, 
the Experience of Good Men doth teſtifie 
that we may. eaſily paſs through them in a 
Month, with ſeriouſneſs and attention, whe- 
ther we fing or read them. And to well- 
diſpoſed Minds no part of God's. Service is 
more agrecable or editying : whereas ſome 
Years: woald not ſerve to that purpoſe, if 
we ſhould uſe the new-invented way of ſing: 
ing a few Verſes, And I queſtion whether 
all of them were ever yet ſing through in 
one Meeting-place, perhaps not in all the 
Meetings. of the Kingdom, and yet it muſt 
be conteſſed that every one of them was left 
to 'the Church by the Holy Ghoſt: for that 
uſe, and is profitable, when thus uſed, for 
Dodrine, Reproof, Corre&ion, Inſtruction 
and Comfort. Which plainly proves, that 
the ſinging the Pſalms in Meetre, is not the 
"Scripture Way of uſing. them.” 8 
gs Pfr $ks | 7 2, L& 
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Se: 3. 'How pradtifſed by Diffenters. 21 
2. Let me mind you, that inthe time of 
the late Uſurparion, Dr. Manton, a' Man of 
conſiderahle Reputation among the Diſſen- 
ters, obſerves in his Commence on the Epi- 
{tle of St. Fames, Chap. v. Verſ. 13. That le- 
veral ſcrupled ſinging Pfalms at all ; others 
objected againſt ſinging chem in Verſe ; this 
he calleth a wain Cari). yer propofſeth, # rhe 


ſeruple centinueth, that ſuch may ſing the Real: 


ing Pſalms, as hath been uſed in Cathedral;, and 
vouches St. Auſtin and Athanaſins for it 
which is a plain Confeſſion from this conſi- 
derable Perſon, that this way of ſinging ts 
leſs liable to Exception, than yours. 

. I know it isalledged, that we ought to 
have the Pſalms in Verſe for ſinging, as well 
as we ought to have them in Proſe for Read: 
ing. But I have ſhewed already. that Chrift 
and his Diſciples ſung their Hymns in Proſe ; 
and [ defire you to conſider whether it be ne- 
ceflary to vary from theſe Precedents. We 
have a Command to Tranſlate them (which 
{uppoſes into Proſe, becauſe the- Original is 
ſo) but none to turn them into Meetre, 
which neceſlarily requires Paraphraſing, , 
changing the Order of the Sentences, fome- 
times adding and leaving out Words; and on 


that accuunt ſeems togive Humane Wit too 


great a Liberty of treating the Word of ' God 
as Men. pleate : Arleaſt,- we muſbatknow- 
> ledgs 


22. -- +. Of Projſet;., © Chap. I. 
ledge that the Plalms fo ordered, partake of 
Humane Frailty, and are hardly equal to the 
beſt meer i Humane Compoſures. When 
therefore we uſe ſuch Pſalms, we ought to 
uſe them as Humane Compolures only, and 
not az God's Word : And thus they are uſed 
Ey our People in our Afﬀemblies, not as any 
main {abſtantial part of the Worſhip of God, 
but rather as a voluntary entertainment of 
Devotion, and a refreſhment to the People 
between the parts of the Service; much leſs 
are they allowed by us tojuſtle out the Plalms 
and Hymns appointed by God. 

4. As to the manner of ſinging the Pſalms 
in Meetre, at preſent in uſe, both wich you 
and us in fome Places, that is, the Miniſter 
or Clerk's reading a line,and the People fing- 
ing it after, 1s a great interruption to the 
Muſick, and to the underitanding of the 
Pialm, by breaking the ſence of it, and in 
thar reſpect very inconvenient, and is like- 
wiſe a late Invention of our own, never uſed 
by any Foreign Church, either Popiſh or 
Reformed, for ought I can find, to thi; day; 
and has been taken up to ſupply the negli- 
gence and lazineſs of Peopie, who wijl not 
now, as formerly, be at pains to ger Pſalms 
by heart, or ſo much as procure Books, or 
learn.toread them 

5-- Natwithſtanding vour DireQory re- 
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quires the voice in ſinging Pſalms 70 be tunea- 


bly and gravely ordered , yet you. have not 


only refuſed the Uſe of Inſtruments, (which 
are a natural means to help the Voice, and 
make. it tuneable, and are uſed by moſt of 
the Reformed Churches in Europe.) but have 
alſo determined it be Unlawful. 

I would intreat you to conſider, that 
though perhaps it may not be ſo proper to” 
preſs the Uſe of Inſtrument in the ſervice of 
God, intheſe Parts, where ſo many, tor want 
of being uſed to them, have entertained Pre- 
judices againſt them, and ſome are uncapa- 
ble of being affected by them, yer the ma- 
king them unlawful, is againſt Nature and 
Scripture, and is on that account a dange- 
rous Superſtition , and Encroachment on 
Chriſtian Liberty. 

6. The ſame Superſtition and Encroach- 
ment it is, not only to forbear ro praife God 
in ſinging or ſaying Pſalms and Hymns by 
way of Re/ponſes or An/werirg, (of which I 
have given ſuch Noble Prece 1ents oue of 
Scripture) but even to determine ic to Þ- 
Unlawful. 

Laftly, 1 would entreat you to conſider, 
That foraſmuch az appears, you have altoge-' 
ther laid aſide the Palms in Profe, and the 
other Scripture Hymns, that are of God's 
immediate Appointment y LING for the Utic of 


1 which 


24 Of Praiſes, &c. Chap. I. 
which we have the Example of our Saviour 
and his Saints, inſomuch that they are no 
where uſed by you in the Praiſes of God ; 
but in their ſtead you have ſubſtituted, as is 
before obſerved, a few Verſes of a Pſalm 
of Humane Compoſure, without Scripture- 
Example or Precedent, and ſing them in a 
way that has nothing of ancient Practice, 
much leſs Scripture, tor it, but is purely and 
immediately an Invention of Men. 

IV. The Caſe then between our Church 
and you, in this Point, I think impartially 
ſtands thus : Our Church praiſes God every 
Day with five or ſix Pſalms, beſides other 
Hymns, of His Own Appomtment, and in 
His Own Wards and Method, and yet i; deſer- 
ted and condemned byyou in this veryPoint, 
as Teaching for Do@rines the Commandments of 
Men; whereas you, who only praiſe Him 
in a piece of a Pſalm of a few Verſes, and 
in a Method of your own finding out, per{wade 
your ſelves that you keep the Ordinances of 
God pure and unmixed from Humane Iyen- 
7207. 

This is a thing ſeriouſly to be conſidered 
by you ; for as it 1s eaſie to think what all 
unprejudiced Men will judge of it now, ſo 
we may conclude what God will judge of it 
at the laſt Day. If you in earneſt lay theſe 
things to heart,and refle& on them,I perſuade 

- my 
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Sec. 1.) Of Prayer, &c. 25 
my ſelf that they will ar leaſt prevail with 
you to be modeſt in your Cenfures of us 
your Brethren ; and prevent your Judging, 
much leſs Condemning us, ar our manner 9 
Praifing God, as Unacceptable to Him. 


CHAYEF:. IL 
Of Prayer, 


SECT. L 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe . 


concerping tt. 


os Br T us now proceed to the Second 
Main Part of the Worſhip of God, in 
che Publick Meetings of Chriſtians ; which 
[ obſerved was Prayer, or Supplication. 

And if we conſider what Rules Dire&ions 
and Examples the Scriptures afford us, for the 
Performance of this Duty, we ſhall find, 

That they dire#t us to offer up our Prayers in a 
Set and Prepared Form of Words. That we 
may more clearly judge of this Matter, it 
will be fit to conſider the ſeveral Parts of 


Prayer diftin&ly by themſelves ; ſuch as Con- 


teſſion, Supplication, Interceſſion, &C. 
by | Is Cone 


26 Of Prayer, ) Chap.II; 
T7. Confeſſion of our own Unworthineſs, 
andof God's Mercy, to aggravate it, is com- 
monly looked on as the firſt Part of Prayer, 
and proper to introduce ofir Supphications. 
Now, in ſearching the Scriptures, we ſhall 
find expreſs Command to uſe a Set Form of 
Words in both theſe forts of Cornfefiom. So 
Deut. 26. 3. Thou ſhalt go unto the Prieſt that 
ſhall be in thoſe days, and ſay unto him, 1 pre. 
 feſs this day unto the Lord thy God, that I am 
come unto the country which the Lor1 [ware unto 
our fore-fathers to giveus. And then the Of. 
ferer was to make his Confeflion, wer. F. 
And thou ſhalt ſpeak and ſay before the Lord thy 
God, A Syrian ready to periſhwas my father.&c. 
Here we have a Form of Confeſſion of the Per- 
ſon's Unworthineſs, and of God's Goodye's and 
Mercy; together with a Profeſſign of Obedience, 
and Dependance on Him,preſcribed by God 
Himſelf in Set and Prepared Words. 

The fame appears from Solomon's pre- 
Frribing a Form of Confeſſion for the peni- 
tent Iraelites, 1 King, 8.47. Which Words 
we find —— applied in P/al. 196. 6 
and made part of a larger Form of Cenfe(- 
fon, to be uſed in their Captivity, (as Selo- 
101 deſigned them ;) which appears from 
the 47th. Verſe of the ſame P/alm, (taken 
from the Form preſcribed by David, 1 Chron, 
16. 35-) And Daniel, in his Form of Co 

feſſ 
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e/ſron in Captivity, chap. 9. 5. uſes the ſame 
en of Words. From whence It appears, - 
that they were not left arbitrarily to' Choice 
or Diſcretion, though other Words might be 
joyned with them, when there was Occaſion 
to Enlarge or Vary the Form. - 

Many of the P/al/ms are Forms of Confeſ- 
fon, and were uſed and daily repeated by 
the Jewiſh Charch. Pſal. 5 c. was the Form 
of Confeſſion David prepar'd and ns?d, for his 
Murther and Adultery : And he not only 
ſed it himſelf, but directed ir to the Maſter 
of his Choire, to be uſed in the Pubſick 
Service, as appears from the Title of it. 
Plal. 78. is a general Confeſſjon for the whole 
People, ſetting forth at _ the Mercies of 
God to them ; and their Ingraticude, Difo- 
bedjzence and Rebellion : and this not as a 
Pattern, but as aSet and Prepared Form, to 
be uſed in their Publick Seryjce: Alt which 
ſhew us,thatAddreſſes to God in fuch Forms, 
are of Divine Inſtitution ; and arg a Warrant 
rous,that he approves that ourConfeſſion ſhould 
be made to him in that manner. 

2. The Second Part of Prayer is Supplica- 
tign for good Things : And in this Cite we 
have likewiſe the Commandment of God for 
a Form of Words, Dew . 26. 13, 15. Then thau 
ſhalt ſay before the Lord thy God, Look down 
from thy holy habitation, from heaven, ant bleſs 

thy 


= 


thy people Iſrael, and the land which thou haſt 
iven us, as thou ſwareſt unto our fathers, &C. 
O Hoſ. 14+ 2. Take with you words, and turn 
to the Lord your God, and ſay unto him, Take 
away all iniquity, &c. Moſes in the. Wilder- 
neſs uſed a Set Form of Words to this pur- 
poſe, and recommended it to be uſed by the 
Church of God for ever ; as is manifeſt from 
Pſal. go. which has this Title, A Prayer of: 
Moſes, the Man of God. When ſuch a Perſon 
by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, uſed, and 
left to be uſed by us in our Supplications, ſuch 
a Set and Prepared Forin. of Words, we 
ought not to doubt but that manner of Ad- 
dreſs is acceptable to God. | 
3- The Third Part of Prayer, is Interceſſion 
in the behalf of others. Now, Blefling is an 
eminent ſort of Interceſſion ; and for the Uſe 
of aSet Formof Words in this, we have like- 
wiſe the Command of God, Numb. 6. 23. On 
this wiſe ye ſhall bleſs the children of Iſrael, ſay- 
ing unto them, The Lord bleſs thee, and keep 
thee, &c. Here we have not only a Blel- 
ſing, but an earneſt Interceſſion with God for 
his People , and the Form and Words pre- 
ſcribed by Himſelf, which were not to be 
uſed by mean, ignorant People, (who are only 
now ſuppoſed, by /ome, to need: the help of 
Ferme,) but by Aaron, and his Sons the Chief _ 


Prieſts. From - which we may be aſſured, 
That 


«1: Prayer, ..' .Chap. H: 


IMAC ICLOPRRIYRNY Eb - cn Va paſtes ==> _ i 
_y————_—_— G_ A. - Ta $7 ber ere; gm _ 
a. 


I. 
EE er, —_ _ 


7 PE DSS nt SI It ern 


Ds rr 
_ cs 


'* 
F 
{ 
F 

F 

: 

[ 

| 


eee eee 
ee een 
—_— __ 
—— 


4s 6 ws ” —_ 
_ a 9 2 org 


Se&.1. How War#anted by Stripture. 29 
That God approves that manner of Addreſs 
in our Bleſſmgs and Interceſſions for one ano- 
cher, not only from wean People, but from 
the greateſt. | 

4. The Fourth Part of Prayer confifteth 
in Petitions for averting Evil, commonly cal- 
led Deprecation. And for this purpoſe, we 
have ſeveral Forms .preſcribed by God, 
Foel. 1. 14. Gather the elders, and all the inha= 
bitants of the Iand, into the houſe of the Lord your 
God, and ſay unto the Lord, Alas, for the day, 
the day of the Lord is at hand, &c. We have 
God's Commandment for another Form, 
Foel. 2. 17. Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the 
Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and 
let them [ay, Spare thy people, O' Lord, and 
give not thine _— to reproach, &c. From 
whence it clearly follows, that God approves 
the Uſe of a Form in this Part of Prayers 
though commonly the moſt earneſt and im- 
portunate, and ſuch as ſeems leaſt to admir 
of being bounded by a Form ; fo that we 
have the Approbation and Commandment 
of God for the Uſe of a Set Form of Words, 
in all the Parts of Prayer. | 

II. And accordingly we find holy Men 


' of God, thotigh full of Wiſdom, - and 
' of his' Spirit, uſing the ſame Ser Form of 
. Prayer always on the fame Occaſion. Thus 


the Scriptures inform us concerning Moſes 
; Numb. 
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Numb. 10. 35+. When the ark ſet forward, 
Moſes {aid, Riſe up, Lord, and let thine ene- 
mies be {tatitred 5 and let them that hate thee, 
flee before thee: fnd when it reſted, be ſaid, 
Reiurn, O Lord, unio the many thouſands of 
Ifracl., From whence tt appears, that God 
approves the Ule oi one vet, Conttant Form 
of Words in our Prayers, 25 long as the Oc- 
caſion of repeating | is ite ſame ; For, 
I preſume, none wilt {ufpect it was for want 
of Words, or of the Sp:r:ii of Prayer, that 
Ado{es confined himfelt © this Form. 

I ſhall add further, "That the. whole Bock 
of Plalms is a Colletion of Prayers of all 
forts ; and there are few of thein but what 
ace molt Excellent Fore of Prayer, expreſſed 
in {ach pathetick, ſigniicant and movin 
Words, that we have great reaſon to hon 
God for turniſhing us with them, and 
which we can never -hope to equal by 
any of our own Invention, ſuch ae . the 
Ay fy 6, 7, -9, +0, 12,0%. On this d& 
count they. were uicd by the Jews, as the 
conſtanc. Service and Liurgy pertermed in 
their Temple,. a; we may gather from what 
I tormesly quored, 2 Chirrniage 40. ;. 

HI. Bug perhaps fome. may: think theſe 
Commands. and Examples of Set Form of 
Prayer, not ta be a fulficient Warrant: td 
Cheiſtians-z becauſe they are taken, out ou 
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014 Teſtament, betare the Spirit was poured 


_ out in fo plentiful a meaſure, as under the 


Goſpel. 1 ſhall therefore proceed to exa- 
mine the Commands and Examples of the 
New Teſtament. And here, 

1. Icthink it is certain, that our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles Prayed by a Form; for they join- 
ed in the Worthip ot the Temple and Syna- 
gogues, which conſiſted in P{alzs, as I have 
already ſhewn, and in ſome certain Forms 
of Prayers added to them, and conſtantly 
uſed in their daily Service, as we learn from 
thoſe that give an Account of the Fewiſh 
Worſhip at that * time. Now 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles * Muchto this 
being frequently preſent at purpoſe might 


4 : | urged our of 
their Service, both in the theRabbins;but 


Temple and Synagogues, 'tis the aurhirthinks 
manite(t they approved the it fit ta confine 
manner of Addrefling them-  himfelf ta Scrie 
ſelve; to God in a Set Form of Pure: 

Wirds. 

2. But onr Saviur has put this Matter out 
of all diſpute with impartial Men, by pre- 
feribing a Form to his Diſciples, when they 
defired hing ro reach them to pray as Jobn taughbs 
bis Dijciples. For we find his way of Teach- 
ing them, was not. by dire&ging; them to 
wait for the Impulſes,of the Spirit, and im- 
mediate bipiration from. God, of what they 

were 
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were to offer up to Him : We do not find 
him ſaying, When ye Pray; ſpeak hat ſhall 
then come mto your Minds, or what ſhall be 
given you in that howr, without taking thought 
about what they ſhould ſay ; as He did in ano- 
ther Caſe, that is, when they ſhould be broughr 
before Governours and Kings for his ſake, 
Mat. 10. 19. But in addrefling themſelves 
to God, he preſcribed them a Form of Words, 
and Commanded them to uſe it Luke It. 2. 
And he ſaid unto them, When ye pray, ſay, Our 
Father which art in Heaven, &c: Here is an 
expreſs Command of Chriſt to his Diſciples, 
to uſe theſe Words when they Pray, Our Fa- 
ther, &c, A Command for the Uſe of a 
Form, 1o plain, that it is impoflible to ex- 
preſs it in clearer Terms. 

- *Tis not to be doubted but Religious Per- 
ſons among the Jews offer'd up conſtantly 
Prayers to God. We fee it in Dawid, 
Pſal. 55. 17. and in Dantel, chap. 6. xo. And 
no doubt the Diſciples of our Saviour were 
not wanting in this Duty, nor in Skill to 
perform it, fince we find that other devout 
Perſons of their time had their Hours of 
Prayer, as we ſee in A#s3. 1. Therefore, 
what they deſired of our Saviour, was not 
to teach them abſolutely, or in general, to 
Pray, but to teach them to Pray, a: Fohn al 
taught his Diſciples; thatis, to give them a oy” 

Jen 0 


_ P—_y PIs 


oO A pw m 


SeQt 1. How Warranted by Scripture. 33 


of Prayer proper to his ff itution, as they ſaw 
the Diſciples of Meſes and Fohn had properto 
theirs. Veen which our Saviour gave them 
the Lord*s-Prayer, as a Summary of the main 
Points of his Do&rine, and as -a conſtant 
Badze of their being his Diſciples. As 1f he 
ſhould have ſaid, Whenever you offer up to God 
your uſual Prayers, which religious Cuſtom has 
taught you, as Jews, and Diſciples of Moles, 
or of John, whether in Secret or Publick ;, add 
this always to your other Prayers, for a continual 


. Remembrance to you, of thoſe Duties, Privileges 


and Vualifications which belong to you, as My 
Dz/ciples ; and as a' Means of obtaining Grace 
from your Heavenly Father, to enable you to per« 
ſevere in them. The Lord's-Prayer is there- 
fore a Badge of Our Profeflion, impoſed by 
Chriſt Himſelf, and to be uſed by Us, as 
we would be accounted His Diſciples. 

Neither will faying the Subſtance of it 
in other #ords of our own Hrwvention, anlwer 
the Intent of thi: Command : Since, 

1, We are {ure the Subſtance of the Prayer 
is put-by Chriit in the moſt appoſite and 
comprehentive #ords that are poſſible; and 
theretore wholly to lay them aſide for others, 
is plainly ro decline the Choice of Words 
that Chriſt has made tor us, and ſubſtitute 


leſs appoſite of our own, to expreſs thoſe 
Petitions 1n, 
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Chap. II, 


2. The more particularly any thing is 
Commanded in the Worſhip of God, we 
ought to be the more careful to obſerve it; 


.and may be the more confident, that God is 
pleaſed with our Performance of it. Since 


therefore we are particularly Commanded, 
when we Pray, to ſay, Orr Father, &c. what- 
crer other Prayers we offer to God , this 
ought not to be omitted. 

3. In gencral, we are Commanded to 
offer up cur Defires to God; and in patti- 
cular, to offer this Prayer. Theſe Com- 
mands agree very well together, and there: 
fore the one ought not to juſtle out the other, 
To lay aſide the Prayer particularly Com- 


_mandcd by. Chriſt, for others of our own 


compoling.in purſuance of the general Com: 
mand, 1s too apparently to preferr our own 
I:vention to God's Command. 

4. When we take the liberty to word ou: 
own Prayers, we may forget forge things; 
we may mix our own Frailties and Weak 
nels in our Petitions; and this too often ap- 
pears Loth in the Matter and Wording d 
them. The Way therefore to Supply thek 
Pcke&ts, and to obtain Pardon for our Infir 
mitics, is, to ufe our Lord's perfe& Prayer 
. not only iS a Patten for Prayer, (as ſom! 
ould bawe it,) but likewiſe as a Form necel 
ſary tobe uſed, to corredt what may be amis 
or detctive in our own Prayers. 

5. They 
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5- They'who lay afide'the Words of the 
Lord's-Prayer; are in danger to lay afide ſome 
of the Subſtance of it ao ; particularly the 
Subſtance of that Petition, Forgive us. our 
Treſpaſſes,as we forgive them that treſpals again 
us : For many wholay aſide the Lord*s Prayer, 
do neither in Terms nor Subſtance offer this 
Petition to God ; nay, are ſo far from making 
this the Condition of their Pardon, as Chrilt 
has taught us, that they publickly diſpute 
againſt the Form for this very reaſon; Tho' 
Chriſt, who foreſaw the Obje#ion.which our 
Corruptions would be apt to make, has An- 
ſwered it, and bound it upon us indifpen- 
ſibly as our Duty, to ask Forgiveneſs on theſe 
and no other Terms, Mar. 6. 15. And 
indeed, if ſuch a Sentence had been pre- 
{crib'd by our Lord, to be only repeated by 
Chriſtians. once, or oftener, every Day, it 
would have ſeemed but what was neceſlary 
to mind them'of that peculiar and indiſpen- 
fible Duty of their Profeſſien. We ſee the 
Wiſdom of the Ancients thought fit to re- 
duce their Do&rine or Inſtrut{immsinto Proverbs, 
Or ſhort Sentences to bc got by heart, and kept 
continually in memory, as of great influ- 
ence for guiding Mens Lives and Actions ; 
and ſuch Sentences muſt be of much greater 
influence, when repeated inthe preſence of 
God, as theſe in our Lord's Prayer are requi« 
red to be. - 


D 2 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, This Prayer being given'us as a 
Badge of our Profeſſion, a Summary of our 
Duty as Chriſtians, and a Form of ſound Words, 
it is no more lawful to alter it, than to lay 
it aſide ; and ic would be the ſame preſump- 
tion and hazard to ſubſtitute other. Words 
inſtead of Chrilt's, in this Prayer which we 
are oblig'd always to uſe when we pray, as 
to change the Words of our Creed; or as 
it would be in a Battel to change the Word 
given by a General, or any part of it, and 
to retain only the ſignification of it. From 
all which.'tis manifeſt that God has requi- 
red Forms of Prayer te be uſed by us, both in 
the Old and New Teſtament, 

As to the difference we find in the Lord's 
Prayer as delivered. by St. Matthew and 
S. Luke, *tis to be obſerved that our Seviour 
ſpake in the Syr:ack, or vulgar Hebrew, and 
the Evangeliſts writ their Go/pels in Greek : 
Now in the Syriack, one and the ſame word 
expretle; both thoſe different words which 
the Evanegeliſts uſe in the ſame Peticion, as 
Debs and Trefpaſſes, ©&c. $S0 that it is NO real 
but a ;/ecirg difference berween them; all 
the different Words being the ſamein the O- 
11ginal Languagein which our Savzoxr ſpake. 

IV. As we have the Command of God, and 
the Fxple.of his Saints, for offering up our 
Prayers to Him, in-a fer and prepared Form 
of Werds, lo we have the like Example for 
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joyning Voices, upon occaſion. in offering theſe 
Words. Generally it is ſufficient that the Peo- 
Je join in their Hearts with the words of 
publick Prayers, yet the Scriptures warrant 
alſo, ' o» ſome Occaſions, their joining their 
Voices. , 

1. Thus we find the People of [241 ad- 
dreſſing themſelves to God, Judges 21 2. 
And the people came to the Houle of God, and 
abode there t.I] even, before God ; ond lift up 
their Voices, and wept ſore, and ſaid, O Leird God 
of Ifrael, why is this come to paſs in Irael, &C. 

2. In Hymns and Pfalms (which are allo 
Prayers in great part, as I noted before) the 
People are generally allowed by all (as being 
fully warranted by Scripture) to join their 
Voices So Meſes and the Children of Tae! 
ſung unto the Lord, Exod. 15. 1. 

3. In the New Teſtament we have an 
Eminent Example of this practice, As iv. 
24. where the Apoſtles and their Diſciples 
lift up their Voice to God with one accord, and 


faid, Lord thou art Gud, &c. If this Prayer 


was immediately infpired, as it ſeems it was, 
then the whole Afſembly was infpired toge- 
ther, not only to think the ſame 7hing, but 
likewiſc to utter the ſame Words; and the 
Spirit of God by it has atteſted the fitnel; 
and decency of a whole Congrezation's pro- 
nouncing the ſame Prayer together. IF it 
had not been convenient that this thovld be 
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38 Of Prayer, Chap IT. 
ſometimes practiſed in our Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies, God would not have given us this Ex- 
ample. If 'the People were always to join 
in their Hearts only with our publick Pray- 
ers, it would have been fo here, for the Spi- 
rit of God wou'd not have led them to do an 
indecent thing, or a thing unfit for God's 
[Worſtip. 

4. St. Paul and S:lzs joined alfo their Voices 
in their Prayers, a; we may ſee from A&s 
XV1. 25, And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and lung Praiſes nmto God, and the Pris 
loners heard them; Tknow it may be alledged, 
That they ſung their Prayers which they of- 
ſered up to God on this Occaſion, and on that 


account joined their Veices. I confef5 the Ori- 


ginal favours thi: Inference ; but if it be al- 
lowed that the Apoſtles ſung their Prayers to- 
gether, it muſt be allowed that they might 
likewiſe /zy them together : For we find the 
Blefled in Heaven offering not only their 


Praiſes together, but their Prayers alſo ; fo- 


Rev. vi. 10 Tyey crjed with a loud woice, (ay: 
ing, How long, O Lord, Holy and True, dſt 
thou not Fudge and Awvenge our Blood, &c, 
From all which it is manifeſt. that we are 
warranted by the Examples of God's People, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, to 
join our Voices, as well as our Hearts, in 
{ome of our publick Supplications to God; 
and that this practice 15 no New Invention 


of Men. V. if 
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V. If we conſult the Scripture, we ſhall 
find that it is the Prieſt's part to make pub. 
lick Intercefſion for the People, but yet ſo, 
that the People ought to bear a part by 
themſelves, and anſwer in the Service, 
which we commonly call Reſpoy'es. 

1. They are commanded to do it, P/al. 
106. 48. where after the Prayers and Praiſes 
of which the Pſalm conliſts, are ended, it is 
added, Let all the People lay, Amin, Praiſe the 
Lord; and accordingly we ftid 1 Chror. 16. 
36. that the People ſaid Amin, and praiſed the 
Lord. And this is more ſignally obſervable 
in that Solemn Service at the Dedication of 
Solomon's Temple, where we find firſt the 
Prieſts and Levites praifing God, 2 Ch-oz. 
V. 13. And ſaying, For he is g5cd, for his mer- 
cy endureth for ever, the uſual Form of Prai- 
ſing ſo often repeated in the Pſalms, parti- 
cularly in the 136. which was probably uſed 
at that time. Then S-lomon who bui't the 
Temple, performed another part of the Ser- 
vice, Chap 6. 3 He bleſſed, Firſt the Peo- 
ple; Secondly, He bleſſed and thanked Gcd 
tor his Mercy. And Laſtly, offer'd that 
Divine Prayer of Dedication, which we 
find in that Chapter : Then follow the burr t 
Offerings and Sacrifices, which were p<cu- 
liarly the Prieſt's thare of the Service, Chap. 
”-, AndGe«d pives his Approbation of their' 
Praiſes, Prayers and Offerings, by ſending 

D 4 down 


WH it 
ie ﬀ! 


Ht 
[4 

Till 
1001410 
, : P 


1 
1 


[1 


1H! 
1171 
i 
nl Hitt! ith 
| hi ily 
| fie. 0 
OTE FEART TE | 
#1 FIG fy 
ft | 
WW. Wi} 1) 
*? ; ; ' 


un vi! ji! 
oe 4 
. = WM": 
* HA | 


40 . Of Prayer, 
down Fire from Heaven to conſume their 
Sacrifices : And then laſt of all follows the 
People's part which they perform. C/zp. 5. 3. 
They bewwed their ſelos with their faces to the 
ground upon the pawement, aud worſhipped 21d 
praiſed the Lord, [aying. Te is prod, for his 1 

cy endureth for ever. This Service was 03; 

dercd by tbe Spirit of Ged, and int 

ſhews us. that He approved of the Poapi:”: 
having a ſbare or part peculiar to them. lives 
in hi; Worſhip. 

2. If it be ſaid thet this was the way of 
Worſhipping God under the Law, which is 
now Aboliſhed and Unlawtul, as well as the 
other Levictical Ceremonies : The Apoſtles 
have an{wer*d this, by continuing this pra- 
Aice in the Chriſtian Church, and by ad- 
mitting the People to bear a part in the pub- 
lick Service, and to anfwer to the Prayers, 
have affured us that this is no Legal Aboli- 
ſhed Ceremony. This is manifeſt from 1 Cor. 
I4. 16, Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with the Spirit, 
how ſhall he that occupicth the room of the unlear- 
ned /ay Amen at thy giving of thanks e which 
ſhews that even the unlearned had a part af- 
ſigned them in the Chriſtian Aﬀſemblies. It 
may be added to this, whar I obſerved be- 
fore, (Chap. 1. Se. 1. N 4.) of the Reſponſes 
in praiſing God, and of the Worſhip deſcri- 
bed in the Revelaticns, where the Angels and 
Elders repreſenting the Clergy, and che ay 

titude 


Chap. II. * 
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titude repreſenting the People,.* hear each of 
them their diſtin Parts; in alluſjon to what 
was done in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. And 
this 1; a clear proof, that the People bore a 
part, and anſwered to the Bleflings and 
Prayers of him that Officiated, ever ſince 
the Chriſtian Worſhip was Eſtabliſhed. 


SECT © 
The Rules and Praffice of Our Church, 


concerning Prayer. 


His thus ſeen the Directions and Ex- 
amples which the Scriptures afford us 
for the publick Performance of our Prayers 
to God, let us now conſider the Worſhip of 
our Church, and compare it with Them ; 
both as to the Words and Matter of Our 
Prayers ; and to the comfort of us, who are 
of this Communion, it will clearly appear, 

1. That there is not one thing we ask of 
Ged in them, which he has not particularly 
directed us to ask, or any thing for which 
we ought to pray, that 1s omitted This ad- 
vantage we have towards the Proof of this 
Point, that our Prayers are fixed and ſtated, 
and may be examined by all that have a mind 
to be latisfy'd in them. An Advantage we 
gain by putting them intoa ſet and prepared 
Forms 
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Form of Words, according to the Commands 
of God, and the Examples of Holy Men; 
whereas *tis impoflible for ſuch as uſe only 
ex tempore Prayer, thus to juſtify their Ser- 
vice, becauſe their Prayersare altogether un- 
certain, and depend on the prefent thoughts 
of the Speaker. 

2. Our Church requires the People to join 
their Voices with the Miniſter in ſome of the 
Prayers, in which they are more particularly 
concerned, and which ſeem of the moſt ge- 
neral and greateſt moment. Such are the 
general Confeſlions of Sin, and the Lord's 
Prayer. 

3. Our Church has affigned for the Peo- 
ple ſome ſhort Anſwers or Reſponſes to our 
Prayers, whereby they may be ſtirred up to 
attention, and fignifte their concurrence 
with the Miniſter. Thus to every Prayer 
and Bleſſing they are obliged to anſwer Amen, 
as we find the People did in the Church of 
Corinth ; and to join Unanimouſly in ſome 
other ſhort Ejaculations to implore God's 
Mercy, or beſecch him to hear us. In all 
which I have already ſhewed we have the 
warrant of Scripture ; and it is plain to any 
one that will be at the pains to conſider our 
Service, that we have taken the Rules there- 
of from Scripture, and have not invented 
a Service out of our own Heads ; and then 


(as is too often the Cuſtom of Þnowaters) en- 
deavoured 
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deavoured to make the Scripture comply 
with it. The firſt Refcrmers of Our Church 
would never have retain'd and prepared Forms 
of Prayers, had they not found fuch in Scrip- 
ture : they would never have required the 
People to join their voices in ſome Prayers, 
and anſwer to others, if the Examples of 
Scripture had not lead them to it. They 
profeſſed, and their Deſign was to make the 
Word of God their Rule ; and we ſee how 
exactly they conformed to it in theſe parti- 
culars. I wiſh I could fay as much for all 
other ways of Worthip among Proteſtants. 


SECT. IL 
The Prattice of thoſe who differ from Us. 


[. AY D here I muſt intreat you of my 

Dioceſls, who Dillent from Our 
Worſhip, ſeriouſly to conſider with me, what 
it is which you have ſubſtituted in the place of 
theſe things which you have intirely laid a- 
ſide, tho' ſo cxpreſly diredted and warranted 
by Scripture ; and examine whether your 
way have a ſolid Foundation in God”s Word. 
I ſhall endeavour to repreſent it with all fair- 
neſs and impartiality, and leave you to judge 
as God ſhall dire& you, and as you will an- 
1wer it at the laſt day. 


And 
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| And here | find that ſome of your Writers 
are of Opinion, That the Spirit of Prayer is 


given to all the Children of God in ſome meaſure, 


for enabling their Hearts to conceive, and their 
Tongues to expreſs convenient deſires to God 5 and 
that therefore Forms of Prayer are of no; ne- 
ceſlary ufe, cither in Publick or Private; 'on 
the contrary, that they ſtint the Spirit, and 
hinder Men from {tirring up or ufing the gift 
that God has given them. | 

2, Others of you go further, and affirm 
that all Forms of Prayer are unlawful to Chri- 
{tians, and that therefore it is a Sin to join in 
a Worſhip where they arc uſed, or to be pre- 
ſent at it. 

3. That the Miniſter is the Mouth of the 
Congregation, and that he only is to ſpeak 
publickly co Ged in the behalf of the People, 
and that they are not to join their Voices, 
but their Hearts only with him. 

Upon thefe Principles you forſake our 
Worſhip, and many of you think it is a ſin 
co be ſo much as preſent at our Religious Af- 
ſemblies : It is of great importance therefore 
that you ſhould underſtand what the Scrip- 
tures determine in this matter ; for if - our 
Worſhip (which you thus forſake) be plain 
enjoined by Scripture (as I think I have made 
it ſufficiently appear ;) and theſe Principles 
of Teur Worſhip, and Your Prattice purſuart to 
them, have no Foundation in Scripture ;- | 
cannot 
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cannot ſee how Tu can anſwer your forlaking 
Our Aſſemblies, 'to Ged and your own Con- 
ſciences. Let usthen conſider each of theſe 
Principles apart, 

I. And. firft, for that Poſition of your 
Diref#ory, That the Spirit of Prayer is gruen 10 
all the Children of God in ſome meaſure, for ena» 
bling their Hearts to concetve, and their Tongues 
to expreſs convenient: Deſires to God; T intreat 
you to conſider what Promiſe or Foundation it 
has in Scripture. | profeſs to you ſeriouſly, 
That upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry I could make, 
I never could find-any ſuch Promiſe made ro 
all the Children of God, in the Old or New 
Teſtaments, neither did I ever meet 7 
Piſſenter that was able to ſhew any ſuch Pro- 
miſe to furniſh us with Words in Prayer, 
without the uſe of ſet and premeditated 
Forms. If then there be none ſuch, as we 
may be: well allured there is not, was it not 
too much prefumption in the C ompilers of 
your Directory > to obtrude this :Dodtrine on 
the World, or perſwade People todepend on 
it, and negle& the help of Forms, which 
the Scripture preſcribes, and recommends to 
us ?. Nay, as there isno Promiſe for ſach ex- 
traordinary Aſliſtance ro all rhe Children of God 
to conceive Prayer, ſo neither is there anyCom- 
mand in Scripture,” requiring us to werſhip or 
pray to God ina conceiv'd, extemporary, or 
unpretgeditated Prayer ;- or fo much as an 

Exampie 
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Example in a ſettled ordinary Congregation 
where it was practiſed. If then you can 
ſhew none of theſe in the holy Scriptures, nei- 
ther Promiſe nor Command, *tis a plain caſe, 
that this Do&rine is a meer Invention of Men, 
and the Worſhip built on its a Vanity, in the 
ſence of our Saviour, Mark 7. 7. If my de- 
ſign were only to confute an Ad>erſary, what 
T have already ſaid were ſufficient ; but this 
Spirit of Prayer is a point of ſuch Conſe- 
quence, that I hope it will be both grateful 
and inſtructive to the Readers of all ſorts, 
to explain it to them, and ſet it in as clear 
alight as I can ; which I ſhall do under the 
following Heads | 

III. 1. Firft therefore I doubt not bur it 
will be granted, That whoever prayerh to 
God with Faith, Sincerity,” Fervency, Love, 
Humility, Conformity to God's Will, Underſtan- 
ding, and Decency of Expreſſion, prays Accep- 
zably to Him, and is endowed with the-Spi- 
rit of Prayer ; and whoever prays without 
theſe, does: want it. 

2. I ſuppoſe no Man .of himſelf can at- 
tain theſe Graces that are requiſite to make 
our Prayers Acceptable, and that therefore 
we muſt have the Affiſtance of. God's Spirit 
to beget them in us. | 

3. 1 ſuppoſethat it is poſlible for a Man 
to acquire, by natural means, an Ability to 
expreſs himſelf decently in Prayer ; tho' he 
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cannot ſo acquire Faith, or any other inward 
Grace; ſo that Py of Expreſſion is the 
loweſt part of the Gift of Prayer, and not 
always a part of it. F- 

4. I ſay that one Praying by a- Form may 
have all theſe Qualifications, and therefore 
his Prayer may be acceptable to God, and 
proceed from his Spirit. | 

This may be proved to the Diſfenters, 
1. From the Aſſemblies Larger Catechiſm, 
which acknowledges it : For when the Que- 
ſtion is put, How is the Lord's Prayer to be 
uſed ? The Anſwer is, The Lord®s Prayer is 
70t only for Direttion, as a Pattern according to 
which we are to make other Prayers, but may be 
alſo uſed as a Prayer, ſo that it be dene with 
Underſtanding, Faith, Reverence, and other Gra- 
ces, neceſſary to the right Performance of the 
Duty of Prayer. 2. Many of the Pſalms are 
(as I obſerved before) Forms of Prayer, and 
the Diſſenters make no ſcruple to turn theſe 
Forms of Prayers into Meetre, and then ſing 
them Line by Line after the Miniſter. As 
for Example : The firſt Verſe of the fifth 
_— runs thus, in the Tranſlation they 
uſe, 


Give ear unto my wozds, D Lo, 
my medirations weigh; 
Hear my loud cry, my King, my God ; 
Foz J to thee will p:ay, 
Thus 
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This is as much a Form of Prayer, as any in 
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Wii W the Liteny, and by their uſing It as they do, 

Mou they plainly practiſe Praying by a Form : And 

HEMT do further alſo allow, That Prayers, as well 

| as Praiſes, may be offered to God with /inging, 

and that they may repeat their Forms of Prayer 

after the Miniſter. Witch what Reaſon then 

can it be ſaid againſt us, "That a #rm of 

Prayer ſung in Verſe, and after the Mini- 

ſter*s Reading it, is Commendable ; but the 
{ame ſaid or ſung in Profe, is Unlawfal ? 

5- Extemporary conceived Prayers may 
want theſe ſpiritual qualifications of Prayer, 
as I believe will not be denyed by thoſe that 
contend moſt for them, and they often. are 
manifeſtly deficient ; being ſomerimes per- 
formed withour Reverence or Decency of 
Expreſſion, and by ſome even withour Un- 
der{tanding; and where theſe Qualificarti- 
ons are found, others may be wanting. The 
Scriptures obſerve, That a Man may make 
long Prayers, and yet have a Mind diſpos'd to 
devour Widows Houſes, tie may want 'Faith 
Humility, Ferwency, and £ffiance in God, and 
yet be able to Pray without a Form ; And 
therefore ſuch Prayers are not always Accep- 
table to God. 

6. Therefore when God promiſes 7h: 
Spirit of Grace and of Supplications to his Peo- 
ple, Zach, 12. 10. this Promiſe doth not ex- 
tend to enable all Men who- are God's Chil- 

| | dren 
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dren, to conceive with their Hearts, and ex- 
preſs with their Mouths, convenient Deſires, 
without a Form: : for a; I ſhewed before, _ 
one to whom God pives a Heart and Dit- 
poſition to pray, has the . of Prayer, 
and he who from this Principle offers up 
his Deſires to God in a Form, prays Accepra- 
bly ; and he that offers them without that 
Principle, tho' he do it in unpremeditated 
and extemporary Words, is reje&ed, and 
therefore the Spirit of Prayer is the Grace, 
the Heart, the Diſpoſition and Ability ro 
Pray, and whether ic bes with, or without 
a Form, ſuch a Man's Prayers are acceptable 
to God ; and ris greatly ſuperſtitious to think 
or teach otherwiſe. If God give us a Hearr 
to pray, and by his Providence hath provi- 
ded us a Form to expreſs our Defires in, or 
enables. us to make one, 'tis ſufficient, and 
we ought to be thankful. VE 

7. In confirmation of this Account of the 
Spirit of Prayer, we may furcher.obferve, 

1. That no //orſhip is acceptable. to God, 
that is not offer d ro Him Spirit and Truth, 
Fehn iv. 24- and therefore the Scripture re- 
commends to us Prayers in and by the Spirit ; 
buc that praying with the Spirit, . doth not 
ſignifie extemporary, unpremeditated Pray- 
ers, or exclude Forms, will appear from 
x Cor. XIV. 15. 1 will pray with the Spirit, 
T will pray with the Cs I will { 

wit 
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with the Spirit, I will fing with the Underffaw 
aing alſo. Here we find ſinging with the Spi- 
rit, as well as Praying with it 5 and whoever 
ſings otherwiſe, doth not worſhip God as he 
ouglit ; but tho' we are obliged to ſing with 
the Spirit, yet we muſt and ought to fing in 
the Congregation, with a ſet Form of Words, 
and therefore -for the ſame Reaſon, *tho' we 
pray with the Spirit, we may pray by a (et and 
prepared Form. of Words: The moſt ſpiritual 
Songs conſift of a ſet Form of impoſed Words, 
and fo 'may the moſt ſpiritual Prayers. Pray- 
7g therefore with the Spirit in this place, is 
ſo far from meaning, or being an Argument 
for the Uſe of extemporary unpremeditated 


- Prayers, that it is rather an Argument againſt 


them : For cither we are obliged by it to 
ling to God in cextemporary Hymns, or we 
are not obliged to pray to Him in extempo- 
rary Prayers ; ſince it is unreaſonable to in- 
terpret ſinging with the Spirit, in- one ſence, 


and praying with the Spirit ina contrary. 


2. And to confirm this further, we find 
the moſt ſpiritual Perſons addreffing them- 
ſelves to God in Forms; fo did Moſes, fo did 
David, as 1 obſerved before; and fo did our 
Saviour himſelf on the Croſs, when in his 
Agony he repeated the firſt Verſe of Pſal. xxi. 
in Szriackt, and as ſome believe, the 2»hole 
P/alm 5 by which Ad, 'He recommendeth 
to us Forms-of Prayer in his dying Breath, 
a5 the moſt proper means of expreſſing our 

condition 
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condition to God; and as moſt ſuitable to 
the Divine Majeſty ; and therefore Pray- 
ing — in the Spirit, Ephel. vi. 18. Praying im 
the Holy Ghoſt, Jude 20. and 2th the Spirit, 
r Cor. Xiv. 15. ſignifie praying with Grace in 
our Hearts, by the Afſtagee and Motion of 
the Holy Spirit: And a Man may as well 
pray wich Grace in his Heart, when he proys 
by a Form, as ſing with Grace in his Heart, 
when he ſings by a Form. 
2+ We have a Promiſe that God's Spirit 
will afift as with this Grace in our Hearts, 
but we have no Promiſe that He will help ts 
to Words without the uſe of Forms ; as will 
appear from Roy. viii. 26. The Spirit allo 
helpeth our Infirmities, for 2ve know not what 
we ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit it 
ſelf maketh Interceſſion for ns with groanings 


' that cannot be uttered; thoſe inward Motions 


in the Heart, called here Groa»;7s, are that 
Grace in the Heart with which we ought 
to pray, and to which the Spirit of God 
doth, and indeed only can help us, and to 
pray with this Grace, 15 to pray in and with 
the Spirit, whether we uſe Words or no ; and 
it we do uſe them, whether we reduce them 
into a Form firſt, of pour them forth as they 
preſent themſelves to our Minds ; but we 
have no Promiſe that the Hely Ghoft will al- 
ways furniſh us with fir words on all occaſi- 


ons, and therefore onght not to preſume that 
He will. E 2 4. "Tis 
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4. *Tis certain that he did furniſh ſome 
with ſuch Words, for we find both Prayers 
and Hymn; diftated immediately by him, of 
which we have Examples in the Hymns of 
the Bleſſed Virgin and Zacharias, and in the 
Song or Prayer of Simeon, and in As iv. 24. 
but then it is manifeſt that this was an extra- 
ordinary Git of God, and a part of Prophecy, 
and we may not depend on the Holy Ghoſ# for 
this Gift, more than for any other Extraor- 
dinary Giit, till it be made appear that it was 
to continue always in the Church, and to be 
communicated to 4] the Children of God. 
Praying, and ſinging the Praiſes of God, are 
Duties incumbent on all Chriſtians 3 but we 
are no more obliged to pray Extemporary 
Prayers, from any Example of inſpired Men 
In Coriomen, than to ſing Extemporary Hymn; 
from the like Examples ; to which yet none, 
I think, pretend. | 

5. 'Ti; very obſervable that even thoſe who 
compoſed their Prayers and Hynms by imme- 
diate inſpiration, did not generally offer them 
to God in the Congregation till they had firſt 
reduced them into a Form. Thus David firſt 
penned his Pſalms, and then delivered them 
to be ſung, 1 Chron. xvi. 7. and 'tis probable 
the Prophets, x Cor. Xiv. 26. did the lame, 
for they are ſuppoled, every one to bawe a 
Pſalm, a Dofirine, a Tongue, a Revelation,&Cc, 
that is, to have them ready, and reduced into 

Form 
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Form for the uſe of the Church when they 
came together. That this is the meaning of 
having a Pſalm, &c. in this place, will appeer 
very probable, not only from the word; 
which naturally import this, and can hardiy 
be otherwiſe interpreted, but likewiſe from 
the 4poſtles making a difference between 
what theſe Prophets had prepared, and what 
was revealed immediately at the time of their 
being together, werl. 30. If ary thing be re- 
wealed to another that ſitteth by, let the fir it hold 
his peace. Which ſhews that theſe Pſalms, 8. 
were to give place to ſuch as were immed]}- 
ately inſpired : So far were theſe inſpired 
Men from countenancing an extemporary, 
unpreme2ditated way of ſerving God, except 
where there was an immediate Revelation for 
it, and fo utterly void of Scripture proof is 
this great principle of the D;/cnters Worſhip, 
that the Spirit of Prayer is given to every one of 
the Faithful to enable them to conceive with the 
Heart, and expreſs with their Tongues their ne- 
ceſſities to God without a Forma of Prayer, 

8. Irlies therefore, my Friends, on your 
Teachers who are of this perſuaſion, to pro- 
duce plain Scriptare for your principles, or 
elſe to confeſs that you have laid alide Prayers 
by Forms commanded by God,and praQtiſed by 
Holy Jen in Scriptures, to make room for 
this way of Praying of Men's own invention. 
But further, that place, Zccl:v. 1, 2. ſeems to 
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me to afford a ſtrong Argument againſt ſuch 
Prayers, When thou goeſ# to the Houſe of God, 
——Be not raſh 9s, thy Mouth, and lt not thy 
Tleart b: haſty to utter any thing before God : for 
God is in Heaven, and thou upon Earth : There- 
fore bet thy word: be few. It is hard to ſay 
wnat it is to be raſh with our Months, cr haſty 
to utter any thing before God. if 1t be not raſh- 
neſs to traſt the expreſſing all our deſires to 
ſuch uncertain and vrpremeditated words, as 
our invention ſuggeſts unto us, when we 
come before him, which (as I have ſhewed) 
the Scriptures give us no promiſe of being 
ſupplied to us by the Spirit on ordinary oc- 
cabcns. TI appcal to you whether it wonld 
not be looked on as raſhneſs for an ordinary 
Perſon to ſpeak to a Prince, or foleran Ai 
ſemibly, concerning a Matter of great Mo- 
ment, in Words unpremeditated and untor- 
med, and we ſhall hardly find any fo raſh as 
ro venture on it. King Solomon here ſeem 
to have recommended the fame Modeſty to 
Men in their Addreiles to Ged. 

9. But in as much as Ged has not expreſly 
forbidden all exremporary Prayers, I would 
not be underſtood by this ro cond2mn all ſuch 
as unlawful. There may be ſome Men 
(rho” not very many) able to exprets then 
ſelves ſignificantly and decently, cxterzpore; 
and there are ſome occaſions that require it 
even in Publick ; and on theſe occaſions, 
| when 
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when a Man has not' time allowed him to 
reduce his Deſires into Form before he offers 
them, he may depend on the affiſtance of 
God's Spirit, as we may in all other caſes of 
Neceflity , or at leaſt hope for Pardon of 
courſe to our Infirmities : But to depend on 
that Spirit, and negle& the Means God has 
given us to provide our ſelves, looks fo like 
rempting him, that we ought carefully to 
avoid it : And I find prudent modeſt Men 
are aware of this, and tho? they be very fa- 
mous for extemporary Prayers, yet they 
pray really as much by a Form as if they hat 
the Common Prayer befor2 ther. The Se- 
cret is only this, they compoſe Forms of Pray- 
er of ſeveral ſorts, digeſt them wel in their 
Minds, and commit them to Memorv ; fo 
that they can, on occaſion, - tranſpoſe the: 
Parts of them, change, add, or leave out, 
as they ſec Reaſon ; and thus they are, ih 
effect, provided with a Form, tho' the Peo- 
ple cannot perceive it, and admire chem for 
their readineſs and fluency. Ir is eafie for 
any Man of moderate Parts to-t2anage the 
Matter thus, but the more ignorant and of- 
dinary Preachers that know not,- or 4re noe 
capable of the Merhod of it, fall inte very 
indecent and vain Repetitions, and are of- 
ten at a Joſs when they ſtrive co pradtiſe this 
way of Addrefling ro God. © 


E. 2 Ano- 


56 + Of Prayer, Chap.1I, 

Another Account may be given of theſe 
ſeeming Extemporary Prayers not much 
different from the former, namely, That 

ood Men who make a Conſcience of ſecret 
| to God, and have grown up in a con- 
ſtant Diſcharge of this Dry, do by degrees 
fall into a Ferm even with themſelves, for 
how much ſoever their Prayers were Extem- 
pore at firſt, yer having ccntinual Occafiun of 
praying to Ged for the fame things. they find 
in time that there is but one beſt way of ex 
preſling the ſame thing ; which neceſſarily 
leads to a Firm. However, the various 
Ways they made uſe of before they ſettled 
on one, ſerve them as ſo many Firms whey 
they come in publick : And by changing of 
theſe, they ſeem to pray exrempere. 

10. Laſtly, let me obſerve that the ufc 
of Extermporary cConcerved Prayers, eVcn in Cale 
of neceflity, is founded on a general Rul: 
of Scripture only, which commar:ds us to 
ask of God what we lack : Of which Rule 
our own prudence makes the Application in 
ſuch extemporery occaſions, but when we 
ſet up this Humane Application of this ge 
neral Rule in oppoſition to that particular 
manner of asking, commanded by God, and 
practiſed by Holy Men, which is by ſet, and 
premeditated Forms in the ordinary Workthip 
of God, and turn God's way out of his Wor- 
ſhip to make room for one of our own : This 

| is 
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is to diſplace a particular Coramand of God 
on pretence of guiding our ſelves by a gene- 
ral one: In which we are not only more lia- 
ble tomiſtakes, but we fail of paying duere- 
ſpe to God's DireQions. For general Com- 
mAnds ought only to take place ia ſuch Caſes 
where God has not laid down a particular 
Rule. 

And thus I have examined the Fir{t Prin- 
ciple of Diſſenters ; That the Spirit of Preyer 
is given to all the Children of Ged, whereby 
they are enauled to Concerve with he Heart, and 
Expreſs with ihe Mouth convenient Deſwes to 
God. ; | 

IV. I come now to ſpeak to the Seconn ; 
That all Forms of Prayer are Unlawful to Chri- 
ſtians ; aud that it is a Sin to join m a Wir- 
ſhip where they are uſed, - or ſo much as to be pre- 
{exit at it. If there be any of you for whom 
I intend theſe Papers, of this Opinion, as 
I fear ſome of you are, and all of you do 
in your Practice comply with thoſe that 
maintain it, and therefore cannot acquit 
your ſelves trom countenancing it; 1 defire 
vou to obſerve, That if there were no Harm 
in the Opinion, or. if it were a meer Spe- 
culation, we ſhould not be much concerned 
at their Miſtake. But by what 1 -have 
ſhewed of the Scripture Authority of Forms, 
it is .plain, That they who maintain this 
P riaciple, do not only teach for Dottrmes the 
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Commandments of en $5 but, in effe&, ſet 
themſelves up above Chrift, and counter- 
mand what he has required, They riot on- 
ly add to the Goſpel a new Command, b 
teaching that to be Unlawful, which Chriſ 
has no where Condemned ; but they teach 
that to be Unlawful, which he has poſitive- 
ly Commanded. Whoever therefore do 
Teach Forms of Prayer to be Unlawfal, or 
Countenance thoſe that do Teach this Do- 
frine of Men, cannor acquit themſelves 
from the Imputation of Reſiſting the Holy 
Ghoſt, by whois Impiration the Word of 
God is penn'd. 

I can foreſee only One thing that can be 
alledged in favour of thoſe who maintain this 
Opinion : And 'tis, That to Pray 4h, or 
without a Form (excepting the Lord's-Prayer) 
is in it ſelf indifferent; and that therefore the 
aſſerting the Uſe of Firzs, is not a Matter * 
of ſuch weight, as to juſtifie our Contending 
with our Brethren about it; and that it ſeems 
Uncharitable in us to infift on a thing which 
they are fully perſwaded is Unlawful, and 
we our ſelves count Indifferent. 

1. But in Anſwer to his, it is to be ob- 
ferved, Fr, That an Opinion which ne 
ceflarily divides him who believes it from the 


Communion of all the Eſtabliſhed Churches 


in the World, cannot be of fo little moment 


as the Objetion would make it, And fuch is 
this 
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this Opinion of the Unlawfulneſs of Forms 
of Prayer 3 ſince there neither is, nor has 
been any Eſtabliſhed Church 
theſe 1500 Years, but has See Dureland 
maintained their Lawfulneſs, &x's Book of 
and uſed them in 'the Service 6 
of God; and therefore who- 
ever believes them to be Unlawful, in what- 
cver Age he had lived, he muſt have fepa- 
rated from all the Eſtabliſhed Churches of 
the World at that time: And ſurely an Opi- 
nion that neceffarily produces ſuch a Divi 
ſion, muſt be of mighty Conſequence , 
whether true or falſe, and ovght ro be care- 
frily examined ; and if falfe, to be zealouſly 
oppoſed. Bur 

2. I ſuppoſe it will be granted; That Eat- 
ing Swine's Fleſh, or Drinking Wine, are as 
indifferent as ufing a Form of Prayer, and of 
teis Concern co the Souls of Men: and that 
therefors to "Ceach theſe to be Unlawful, 
viould be as innocent a Miftake, as to Teach 
the Unlawfulneſs of Forms. For if we com- 
pare theſe two Dodrines together, and the 
Miſchiefs that each of them have, ' or may 
hereafter produce it is hardly conceivable, 
that the Forbidding the Uſe of ſome parti- 
cular Meats, {hould have fo many ill Effes 
as the Forbidding Forms of Prayer has had at- 
ready. Yet it is obſervable how St. Pan! 
judges of that Dodrine, x Tim. 4. 1. In the 
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latter times (faith he) ſame ſhall depart from the 
faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and Di- 
Frines of devils Forbidding to marry, and 
to abſtain from meats, which God hath created 
ro be received with thank{giving. You ſee here 
St. Paul counts it a Departure from the Faith, 
and a Doctrine of Devils, to forbid, as Un: 
lawful in it ſelf, any fort of Meat which God 
has created for the Uſe of Man : And if it be 
fo Criminal, to Teach any fort of Meat to 
be Unclean, when God has not Forbidden 
it 3 then ſure, to Teach a Form of Prayer to 
be Unlawful, when God has C ommanded 
it, muſt be a very ill Do&rine. And this 
Conſideration alone ought to make thoſe 
who maintain it, or any iuch Dodtrine 
whereby they are obliged to condemn their 
Brethren as practiſing unlawful Things, to 
examine it carefully and impartially by the 
Word of God, leſt they be impoſed on by 
ſeducing Spirits. 

The great Deſign of the Devil, is, to bring 
us into an entire SubjeRion to his Will. Burt 
when he deſpairs of this, his next Attempt 
is, to ſhare with God in our Obedience; 
and impoſe new Commands of his Ow upon 
us, as if they were God's, and fo to procure 
himſelf to be obey*d. This he doth moſt ſuc- 
cefsfully, by giving them an Appearance cf 
Religion, and of more then ordinary ſtrictneſs 
Thus in St. PauPs time, under colour of Mor- 
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tification, he forbad Meats and: Marriage, as 
unlawful, which God had allowed ; (peaking 
Lyes in Hypecriſie, and under ſhew of Religion. 
And thus, *tis to be ſcared, . he has prevailed 
on ſome, under:colour of greater Spirituality, 
to abſtain from Forms of Prayer, as Unlawful, 
which God has enjoyned, | 

And-here it is very remarkable, That 
where-ever the Devil gains this Point with 
Men, and brings them to believe a thing to 
be forbidden by God, which he has not for- 
bidden, he ſoon brings a ſuper-added Com- 
mand of his Own, in Competition' with ſome 
of God's, and prevails with them to preferr 
his Commands to God's ; and ſo plungeth 
them into direct Diſobedience, which was his 
Deſign at firſt. Thus 'when he had pre- 
vailed with Men to. abſtain from Marriage, 
they ſoon fell not only to Commit Fornica- 
tion, but even, .in fome caſes, -to Allow it, 
rather than Marriage, .( as the Papiſts do.) 
And by perſwading Men to abſtain from 
Forms of Prayer, as Unlawiul, he has deprived 
them, in many places, of all Opportunity of 
Publick Worſhp; and made them chuſe ra- 
ther not to ſerve God at all in Publick, than 
with a Firm; which is the Caſe of many 
Thouſands now in this Kingdom, who wor- 
ſhip God publickly no where. But, 

3. This Do&rine; of the Unlawfulneſs of 


that 
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that we may ſafely indulge Men in their own 
ſenſe about it ; ſince it is very apt to puff them 
up, and make them take falle meaſures in 
judging of their own Condition, and of the 
influence of God's Spirit upon them. 

We know that all yood Mer have the Spi- 
rit of God, and are guided and influenced by 
it in the whole tenor of theirLives ; we make 
no doubt but they are aſſiſted by Him in their 
Prayers, but no lefs ingforgiving an Injury, 
or retiſting aTemptation; and his influence on 
a good 's Mind 1 rather greater and more 
ſenſible in theſe and other. Acts of Religion, 
than in Prayer. Love, Joy, Peace, Lony- 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 
Temperance, are the Fruits of the Spirit, Gal. v, 
22, Anditis principally by theſe we ought 
to conclude that we have that Spirit. But the 
Opinion of the Unlawtulneſs of Forms of Pray: 
er, on a perfwaſion that the Spirit of God enables 
every Child of God to conceive with the Heart, 
and expreſs with the Mouth ſuitable deſires, enti- 
tles every one to God's Spirit in tome meaſure, 
that is able to expreſs himſelf in apt and fluent 
Words, tho' without the other Graces of the 
Spirit, and expoſes every one to deſpair, that 
isnot able to do this, as looking on himſelf to 
be deſtitute of the Spirit,  tho* otherwiſe 


meek, humble, and charitable, and endowed - 


with ſuch Graces as are muck more certain 
ſigns of his preſence. Nay, ſo far are many 


deluded: - 
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_ to moſt that are abfolutely- againſt 'all os 


deluded by this Opinzon, that they judge them- 
ſelves or others, Children of God, and in his 


Favour, aceording as they are more or leſs 


endowed with this Gift, without reſpe& to 
other Qualifications. And I dare appeal to 
your ſelves, Whether fome very Immoral Perſons 
guilty of groſs and ſcandalous Crimes, have not 
been eminent for this Gift off Prayer? And 
whether ſuch Perfons are not apt to flatter 
themſelves that they are the Children of God, 
and endowed with his Spirit,notwithſtanding 
all their Wickednefs? And it is impoſlible ei- 
ther to convince thefe Perſons of their mi{- 
take, or to comfort poor ignorant People, de- 
jeRed only for want of this Gift, whilſt they 
are poſſeſſed with this Opinion of the Unlaw- 
fulneſs of Forms. 
Which in the 4th. place ought not to be 
countenanced or indulged as an indifferent 
thing, becauſe it has been a great hindrance 
to ſecret Dewetion': Every Chriſtian ought at 
leaſt twice a Day to addreſs himſelf to Ged in 
ſecret Prayer ; but a great part of the Wor!d 
cannot do ir without a Form ; Children and 
ignorant Perſons are at a loſs for Words, 2nd 
even orher Pecple, are often not able to find 
them readily, eſpecially when wearied, dull, 
or indiſpoſed, as is ſometimes the condition of 


 thebeſt Chriſtians; this makes ſecret Prayer, 


at leaſt 4 conſtant regular courſe of it, uneaiſe 
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ofForms,and it occaſions too many to negle& 
it, which otherwiſe would not : And as for 
Children and ignorant People amongſt thoſe of 
this Perſwaſion, I am well aſſured many of 
them never bow their Knees in ſecret to 
Gcd ; and ſeveral of thoſe that are grown up, 
are torced to ſpeak aloud, or cannot pray 
at all, which is againſt the nature of ſecret 
Prayer ; and expoſes not only the Perſons 
thar uſe it ro the cenſure of &ypecriſie, but 
the Duty to Contempt, "Tis on this account 
thar the Pious Cuſtom of Training up. ung 
Peepl: toAa conſtant courſe of Devotion, in their 
Morning and Evening ſecret Prayers, is too 
univerſally laid afide among you, as I have 
found by experience, and for the truth of the 
Obſervation [dare appeal to all of the Diſſer- 
ters. On the contrary Iam well aſſured that 
there cannot be a more effecual or eaſie me- 
thod to revive and continue thi; regular 
and conſtant uſe of ſecret Prayers, than to 
oblige every. one to ſome certain Forms every 
Moning and Evening, which they may nor 
omit, whatever other Prayers they uſe : But 
this can never Ee done whilſt theOpinion of 
the unlawfulneſs of Forms prevails; and there- 
fore all good People are obliged to oppoſe it, 
as they would retrieve the conſtant uſe of 
ſecret Prayers 3 which ſhews that this is no 
indifferent matter, as the obje&tion would 
ſuggeſt, but of great weight, and fic to bz 
contended for. - I will 
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1 willnot mention ſome ocher Reaſons that 
are of great moment, becauſe-rhey would 
but exaſperare, and tend to make the Duty 
of Prayer, when performed ex terzpore, ridi- 
culous, which ill Men might extend (as it 
coo often happens) to cipobs Devotion in ge= 
neral; ſuch are the indecent Expretiions 
which ſomerimes fall from Perſons that pray 
thus : 1 will only obſerve to you, that Ex- 
temporary Prayers of ſome Preachers have :o0 
often given occaſion ofOffence to ſerious Per- 
ſons even among your ſelves. *Tis certain ,that 
ro print ſome of them, as they have been 
ſpoken, as thoſe that we make uſe of are 
printed, would not be tor the Honour of the 
Holy Spirit, to whom they are aſcribed, nor 
much recommend them to ferious Men. 
But I eſteem it an ill thing for Men to ridi- 
cule one anochers Deworion whatever it is. 

V. There remains yet the Third O9/:ion of 
Diſſenters which they advance againſt us in 
this matter of Prayer, to be Examined, Tyat 
ihe Miniſter is the Mouth of the Congregation, 
and that the People have nothing to do but to 1019 
with him intheir Hearts ; An Opium tar from 
any Authority of Scriprure, which expreſly 
requires us, Rom. 15. 6, With one Mind, and 
one Mouth, to glorifie God : We produce this, 
and many other Places and Examples in 
Scripture , for the People's joyning their 
Voices, and bearing a part in their Praiſes 
and 


E 
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and Prayers ; and we are aſſured there is no 
Scripture forbids it ; and therefore when you 
Condemn it, or teach it to be Unlawful, we 


x 
4) 


muſt charge it upon To, as an inſtance of 


Your Teaching for Dofrines the Commandments 
of Men. Which is all I think needful to be 
ſaid tothis Head, after whart I have ſhewed 

efore in defence of our contrary practice 
from Scripture ; and, I think, ſufficient to 
induce you ſeriouſly to conſider it. 

And thus, I prefume, Thave faithfully ex- 
amined the Rules-and Examples the Scrip- 
tures afford us for the performance of that 
part of our publick Worſhip that conſiſts in 
Prayers, and compared the Service of our 
Church, and the Diſſenters way of Praying, 
with gicm, and made it appear that our per- 
formance of thi> Duty, both as to the Matter 
and Manner, is agreeable to the Command- 
ments of God, and to the Examples of Ho- 
ly Men recorded in Scripture : And that 
the Service the Diſſemers have ſubſticuted in 
the room thereof, has in many particulars 
laid afide God's Conimands, and deſerted 
the Examples of Scripture, and is in the 
main part thereof an immediate Þwention of 
Men. 

And 1 intreat you who are of this Perſua- 
fon, and adhere to theſe Principics of Wor- 
ſhip which i have row merntioned, and ſhew- 


cd to be diſagreeable to Scripeure, to conſt : 


der 
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der ſeriouſly whether you are not thereby li- 
terally guilty of that Sin with which our Sa- 
viour taxeth the Jews, 27:rk 7. 7. of Teaching 
for Dottrines the Commandments of Men; And 
alſo of. that Superſtition condemned by 
St. Paul, Col. 2: 21, which faith, Touch nor, 
taſte not, handle not, (that is, which teaches 
to forhear thoſe things which God has made 
Lawful) aft the DefFrines and Commandments 
of Men : And I beſeech God to enlighten 
your Mind: to make a true Judgment in it, 
that you may deliver your Sos. 
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[ 'S &- great Deſign of Our Chriftian 
£ Afſembliesis Hearing, and that which 

15 to be heard is the Word of God. I hall pro- 
ceed jn examining this, in the ſame manner 
as I have done in the tormer Chapters ; And 
conſider, Firſt, What Directions the Scrip- 
cures afford us for the publick ITY 
& 2 of 
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63 + Of Hearme, Chap.III. 
of this Duty. Secondly, Shall compare our 
own practice with them. And, Thirdly, 
That of the Di/ſenters. 

Firſt then, God has poſitively Commanded 
us to read His Vord in our publick Aſſemblies. 
So. Dent. 31. 10. Inthe Feaſt of Tabernacles, 
hen all Tſrael is come to appear before the Lord 
thy Ged, in the place where the Lord ſhall chooſe, 
Thou ſhalt read this Law before all Iſrael in their 
Fearing. Gather t5e people together, Aen, Wi- 
m.n and Children, and thy Stranger that is within | 
;hy gates, that thiy may hear, and that they may 
learn, and fear the I ord your God, and obſerve to 
do all the IWords of this Law. And *tis obſer- 
ved, of. 8. 35. that there was not a word of. 
all that Mel?s Commanded, hich Foſhua read 
not befere all the Congregation. 

Neither was this confined to their So'emn 
Aifemblies at Terulalem ; It was likewiſe a 
conſtant part of their Sabbath Service in their 
Synagogues. As we may learn from 4&s 
13. 14. Where it is obſerved, that Paul and 
Barnabas went into the Synagogue on the Sabbath 
day, and fate down; and aftcy the reading of 
the Law and the Prophets, the Rulers'of, the Sy- 
rATOTHE lent u2t0 them, &c. and St. Paul takes 
notice, verſe * by that the Prophets were read 
every Sabbath-day , racaning undoubtedly in 
their Aſſemblies. And St. Fames (Aﬀs 15. 
21.) of Mojes his $:ing read in the Synagcgues 


eviry Sabbath dy. 
IT. This 
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Il. This reading the Law was the great, 
and moſt effeual means God provided for 
preſerving the knowledge of himſelf amongſt 
his People 3 and where it was omicred, the 
People immediately ſunk into 1olatry ; and 
the beſt Reformation began, and was carried 
on by Reſtoring this Ordinance. Thus 'tis 
obſerved of Fofiah, 2 Chren, 34. 29. that he 
gathered together all the Elders of Fudah and 
Teruſalem And all the Inhabitants of Teru- 
falem, and the Prieſts and the Levites, and all 
the people great and ſmall, and he read in their 
ears all the words of the book of the Covenant 
that was found in the Houſe of the Lord. The 


like is obſerved of Ezra, Neh. 8. 3. And be 


read therein before the (Freet that as beſore the 
Water-gate, from Morning until Mid-day, before 
the Mn and the Women, and all that could under- 
ftand. Tis remarkable that after the Capti- 
vity, the Fews never fell into 1dolatry: and 
the chief reaſon given by themſelves was the 
ſtrict Obſervation of this Ordinance of God, 
the Law being conſtantly read to them after- 
wards publickly in their Synagogues ; fo pow- 
crfully doth God bleſs his own Ordinances to 
gs thoſe that uſe them from Error and 
in. 

HI. From the practice of the Synagogue in 
reading the Law and the Prophezs,the like Or- 
der was brought into the-Chriftian Church 
and Reading was made a part of the Office 
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of the Chriſtian Elder 5, AS it Was before of the 
Tewiſh, And hence it is that Timorby is Conte 
manded by St. Paul, i Tim. 4. 13. To give at- 
tendance to Reading as well asto E xbortation and 
Do&rive: And the inſpired Writings of the 
Apoſtles were read in the Chriſtian Afſem- 
blies, as weil asthe La and Prophets among 
the Jes 3 according to St. Pan!” 5 Command, 
Col. 2. 16. WWhen this FE P:jiHe is read amongſ? you, 
cauſe that it allo be read in the Chi ch of the 
T,nodiceans, end that J,e likewile read the Epiſt 
from Laodicea, And it was but reaſon, ſince 
the Goipel contained the Chriſtian I.aw, 
that it ſhould be read in the © hriftian Afem: 
blies, as well as the Law of Meles was in the 
NM nagogues. Ardrhat it was {o read in te 
firſt Chriſtian Atlemblies, T might thew by 
many Inſtances out of the Ancient Fathe!s, 
if there were OCccaiioh. 

IV = is publick Rep the Law was of 
ſo great Repuzation, that it is termed Pr:2ch- 
ing itz. as we may ſee trom 4&s.15. 21. Fir 
F(t toes of old time hath in ey Cit them that 
preach him, bemg read in the SynaTogues Eve 
Sabbath diy. The word Preachine has a 2 PECu- 
liar ſence in the New Teſtament, and ſignifies 
properly to Declare or Proclaim the Word of 
God, as a Herauld or Crycr proclaims the 
Laws or Orders of a Ki: 1g. Hence only 
thoſe that Proclaim'd the Gothel to ſich 23 
had not heard it b:tore.or read the 07d 77 (a 


7 97% 


Seft. 1, How Warrented by Scripture. 71 . 


ent to the People, arc ſaid to Preach. Prea- 
ching is diſtinguiſhed from Teaching and Ex- 
hortation ; and 'tis obſervable, that in the 
whole New Teſtament, tho” reading the Scrip- 
tures is called Preachins , yet interpreting 
them, applying them, or exhorting tie Peo- 
ple from them in a Chriſtian Auditory , 1s 
never called by that name 
If it be objected that St. Prul is faid ta 
preach to the Diſciples, 4#s 20. 7. when he 
only in probability made a Sermon, or Ex- 
horcation to Believers, as is uſual now ; I an- 
{wer,that theOriginal of this Word' J1axczen ) 
is never tranſlated preach in any other place of 
the New Teſtament, and ſhould not have 
been here, but diſcoursd, diſputed, [pake, or 
reaſowd ; 1o it is tranſlated in A&s 17. 2, 17. 
18,19. 19.8,9. Heb. 12. 5, &c. forthe Ori- 
ginal Words which properly fignific preach- 
mp, are zgyarp and wzſynito. From ail which 
it is manifeſt that there are only two ways 
by which the Word of God is properly preach- 
ed ; the firſt is, when it is declared to thoſe 
that never heard of it before ; and the ſe- 
cond is when the very words of the Scrip- 
ture are read publickly to the People as a 
Cryer doth a Preclamation , which he doth 
not word himſelf, but reads it in the words 
in which it is delivered to him. 
In ſhort, The Scriprure- are Ser775 out of 
the Mouth of God, being dictated by his 
» T4 Holy 
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Holy Spirit ; for the Reading of which to 
the Peop/e for their Convittion and Taſtruftion, 
there is a peculiar Command of God ; and 
where this Ordinance is duely obſerved, they 
they are ſure of the 77rd of Life's and tis 
impoſſible they ſhould be ignorant of their 
Duty, ſor the Seriptures are ſufficient to make 
them wile to Salvation; and the hearing them 
with Humility and Attention, is a Means 
ſuthcient ro beget Faith in the Hearts of 
thoſe that hear rhem ; for they are profirable 
for Dottrime, for Reproof, for CurreSion , for 
Inſtruction in Rightecuſne's, that the Min of 
God nay be perfett, throughly furniſhed to all good 
IWerks, as weſec 1 Tim. 11. 16, 17. 

V. We find in Holy Scripture, that the Pub- 
lick Readirg ot the Herd of God was with 
great Solemnity. *Tis obſerved Neha. viii. 
5. When Ezra opened the Book, all the people 
5Icod up, and Ezra bleſſed the Lord, the great 
Gel ; and all the people anſwered, Amen, Amen, 
with lifting up their hands, and they bowed their 
heads, and worſhipped the Lord with their faces 
to the ground ; and I find it generally agreed, 
that both the Readers and Hearers ſtood up 
whilſt the Law was read, tho” not when 
other things were read or taught ; hence it 
is obſerved, Luke iv. 16. that our Saviour 
food up for to read; and Verſ. xx. after clo- 
fling the Book, that he /at down to teach: 

Hence, .Rev. v, God js repreſented in, allu- 


+ 
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ſion to the High-Prieſt, with a Book in his 
Right Hand, containing the Revelations of 
his Will; and the Lamb, as. his Miniſter, 
takes it out of his Hand to. declare the Con- 
tents of it; and Ver/. viii. When he had tas 
ken the Book, the four Beaſts and.four and twenty 
Elders fell down before the Lamb. Hd 
they ſung a new ſong :, The Angels join with 
them, Verſ. 11. and the whole Creation, 
Ver{. 13. From whence we ſee the Scrip- 
tures teach us to receive the Revelations of 
God's Wil out of the Book of Life, with 
Adoration and Praiſes : And therefore we 
find that at the reading the Law, Confeſ- 
ſions, and Praiſes of God, were intermix- 
ed, and ſucceeded one another,. Nez. ix. 3. 
And they ftoad up in their place, and read m 
the Book of the Lord their God, one fourth part 
of the Day, and another fourth part they Confeſ« 
fed and Worſhipped the Lord their God. 

VI. We fod that the Word of God is to 
be read in ſuch a Language as the People un- 
derſtand. Aﬀrer the Captivity, the People 
being Born and Educated in a ſtrange Land, 
their Language was changed,. and they did 
not underſtand ; at leaſt Univerzlally, the 
pure Hebrew in, which the, Law was firlt 
written ; therefore when Ezra. read in the 
Law, a certain, number of the Prieſts and 
Levites interpreted the Words, of the Law, 
as Ezra read them: to the People : Neb. 8. 
8. And 
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8. And they cauſed the people to underſtand the 
Law, and the people ſtood in their place ; ſo they 
read in the Book, in the Law bf God diſtinitl, 
and gave the ſence, and cauſed them to under- 
fland the reading : Andthis Cuſtom continu- 
eth among the Jews to this Day : firſt the 
Hebrew 'Text is read, and then a Tranſlation 
or Paraphraſe, in a Language underſtood by 
the Hearers. And indeed there may be good 
reaſon for reading the Originals in Publick 
Aſſemblies, ſuch a Cuſtom being an effe- 
Eual means to preſerve the knowledge of 
them ; but they cannot be uſeful to the Peo- 
ple without a Tranſlation. Therefore St. Paul 
doth not abſolutely forbid ſpeaking in Un- 
known Tongues in the Church, but orders, 
1 Cor, Xiv. 27. Let one interpret 5 but if there 
be no Interpreter, let him keep ſilence in the 


Church. 


VIE. We find that after reading the Word 
of God, there was ſometimes an Enlarge- 
ment or Comment on ſome part of it, and 
an Exhortation to the People : Thus when 
our-Saviour had read a portion of Scripture, 
He applied it to the People in a Diſcourſe 
to that purpoſe. But it doth not appear that 
this was conſtantly done, onthe contrary it is 
rather probable that it was not. For had there 
been a conſtant Proviſion for ſuch Enlarge- 
ment,and Expoſition of the Law,and Exhor- 
tation from it, there had been no occaſion = 
nc 
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the Rulers of the Synagogue, A#s 13. 15.to 
ſend to St. Paul and Barnabas, after the read- 
ing of the Law and Prophets, that Meſlage 
we find there, Te Men and Brethren, if ye 
have any Word of Exhortation for the People, 
ſay cn. St. Pau! ſuppoſes him who Teaches, 
and him whoſe Oice it was to Exhort, di- 
ſtin& from him that Ruled, and him that 
Mimiſtred, Rom. xii. And it doth not appear 
that every Church was furniſhed with all 
theſe Officers. The {ame St. Paul joined Ex- 
hortation 2nd Dotrine with Reading, in his 
Charge to Timcthy, 1 Tim. iv. 13. Which 
ſhews tht they went together, bur whether 
indiſpenſibly or no, doth not appear : tho? 
it is manife!t in the practice of moſt Chur- 
ches in the Ages after the Apoſtles they 
were all generally exercis'd in the Publick 
Worſhip. 
VIII Laſtly,We find that theyhadaSummary 
of the Principal ' Do&rines of the Goſpel, 
which they delivered to the People, and by 
which they ordered their own Diſcourſes, 
and judged of what was delivered by others. 
Thus St. Paul to Tim:thy, 2 Tim.1 13. Hold 
faft the Form of fornd Words which thou haſt 
heard of me; - and Chap. ii. Verſ, 2. And the 
things that thou haſt heard of me among many 
Witreſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful Men, 
ho thall be able ta teach «cthers : Perhaps this 
may be that proportion of Faith according to 
which 
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which the Prophets are exhorted to prophe- 
fie, Rom. Xl. 6. TI think it is not doubted 
but this Form of ſound Words contained the 
main Fundamentals of Chriſtianity ; and 
Se. Paul tells us what thoſe were, Heb. vi. 1, 2. 
Therefore Jeawing the Principles of the Do&rine 
of Chriſt, let us go on unto perfection 5, not lay- 
mp again the foundation of Repentance from dead 
Werks, and Faith towards God, of the Doctrine 
of Baptiſms, and of Laying cn of Hands, and 
of the Reſurreftion of the Dead, and of Eter- 
nal Fudement. In all probability therefore, 
the Form of found Words delivered by 
St. Paul to Timothy, and by him to others, 
contained theſe ſix Heads or Principles of 
Chriſtianity , which every Chriſtian was 
obliged to hear and learn. 


SECT. U. 


The Prafice of Our Church in Reading 
and Preaching the Word. 


T Heſe are the Rules and Examples the 

Scriptures propoſe to us for our feeding 

the People with the Word of Life, and cheir 

Hearing it in Publick. Let us in the ſecond 

place compare the Pra&ice of Our Church with 

them, and ſurely no Copy can come nearer 
the Original, 


1. For 
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x. For firſt, Our Miniſters are expreſly 
oblig'd in their Ordination, diligently co 
read all the Canonical Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament unto the People Afſem- 
bled in the Church where they ſhall be ap- 
pointed to ſerve. 

2. Our Church has diſpoſed the Holy 
Scriptures in a certain Order, and has ap- 
pointed four or more Chapters to be read 
every day in the Publick Congregations, by 
which means all the moſt edifying parts of 
the O14 Teftament are Qrdered to be read 
once a year, and the New Teſtament (except 


_—the Rewlations) thrice in the ſame time ; 


And ſome ſele& Chapters of the Revelations 
are appointed on extraordinary occaſions. 
There are indeed ſome Chapters (about one 
tenth) of the Old Teftament, left out of this 
Order : But then it is to be obſerved, that 
thoſe which are left out, are either Gene- 
alogies, Names of Perſons and Places, Hi- 
ſtorical Repetitions, or ſome obſcure and 
myſtical Prophecies in Ezekie/, which are 
not ſo proper for an ordinary Aftembly (for 
which reafons, ſome part of the Revelations 
is alſo left out) yet theſe are not excluded, 
tho? not particularly Commanded. The ge- 
neral obligation on every Clergy-Man in his 
Ordination to read all ih; Cammical Scriptares 
of the Old and New Teſtament, {till allows 
bim to read theſe, and alſo obliges him it 
WnRen 
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when he ſhall perceive that it may be for the." 
edification of the People. So, ry 5 

3. Beſides this Order for the whole Scrip. : 
tures, on every Lord's-day, and other folemn 
occaſions, there are appointed certain ſelect * 
Portions out of the Epiſtles and Goſpels co 
be read, which are adapted to the occaſion ; / 
and contain ſome great myſtery of our Faith, . 
or other weighty matter heceſlary to our 4 
Edification. 

4. For the more ſolemnity of theſe read- 
ings ; Our Church joins with cach of them 
Praifes, Thankſgivings or Confefltons, ac- 
cording to what we find practiſed in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

5- That the People may benefit, and be 
Edified by hearing the Word of God, a plait 
Authentick and moſt excellent Tranſlation 
is provided by publick Authority, in which 
the Scriptures are read to the People. This 
was the firſt Care of our Church in the Re- 
formation, and the generality of Diſſenters 
are forced to be beholden to it for the word 
of Life, and draw all the knowledge that 
they have from the Fountains which our 
Biihops opened for them, by Tranſlating the 
word of God, and putting itinto a Language 
they underſtand. 

6. ? I is ordered in our Church that the Mi- 
niſters ſhall explain ſome part of the Holy 
Scriptures every Lord's-day, and exhort their 
Congregations in a Sermon. 7. To 
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 - 5. To inculcatethe great Myſteries of onr 
* Faith the better, our Church has appointed 
: certain ſolemn times, wherein once in the 


year they are obliged to explain, and incul- 


* cate every great Myſtery of our Faith, and 
__ moſt material paſſages of the Goſpel. Such 
are the Conception, Birth, Paffion, Reſur- 
-- rection and Aſcenſion of Our Sawjour. 


Laſtly, There is provided a Form of Sound 


" Words in a ſhort and plain Catechiſm; in 
* which are contained rhe firſt principles of the 


Oracles of God ; this is adapted, as it ought 
to be, to the capacity of Children, and is in- 
deed ſincere Milk, without School Notions, 
or hard words. And all the fix Principles 
which the Apoſtle mentions, Heb. vi. 1, 2. 
are briefly explained in it, and yet largel 

cnough to tnake thoſe that attend to it, wiſe 
to Salvation. The Teaching and Explaining 
theſe Fundamentals , is a part of our Pub- 
lick Inſtruction, and injoined as a conſtant 
Duty on Miniſters and People in our ſolemn 
Worſhip. The Miniſter in each Pariſh being 
required diligently upon Sundays and Holy- 
days—— openly in the Church to inſtru and 


examine {fo many Children of his Pariſh ſent 
unto him, as he ſhall think convenient, in 
{ome part of the Catechiſm, and the People 
are obliged to come at the time appointed, 
and obediently to hear. 
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So Of Heving, &' © Chap. III. 
* And by our Twelfth Canon, for the bet- 
er grounding of the People inthe Principles 
of Chriſtian Religion, tis ordained, That 
the Heads of the Catechifm being divided 
into ſo many parts as there are SunZin in the 
year, {hall be explained to the People in e- 
very Pariſh Church. 

| This is the care our Church has taken to 
Teach the People in their Publick Aſſemblies, 
and the method is ſoeftectual, thar *tis ſcarce 
conceivable how any one who duly conforms 


to theſe Orders ſhould be ignorant of any 7 


thing that concerns his Soul. 

And by the Blefling of Gd, the.effed is 
ſuch that we may afhrm without Vanity or 
Partiality, that our Clergy, and Laity, eſpe- 
cially where we can prevail with them to 
conform to the Rules of our Church, are ge- 
nerally much more knowing, modeſt, gover- 
nable, devour and charitable, than perhaps 
may be found in any other Church, of which 
our late conteſts with the Pap!/#s, and beha- 
viour under their Government , and ſince 
the preſent Revolution, are Evident proofs. 
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The Pradtice of the Diſſenters in Hears 
ing and Reading the Word, 


Come now to conſider with you my 

Friends who diilent from us, how this 
great Duty of Teaching the People the Law 
of God is perform'd in your Afſemblies, and 
to compare your practice in this point with 
the Scripture Rules and Examples. Which I 
ſhall do with the ſame Candour and Integrity 
that I have hitherto endeavoured ro obſe: ve. 

I. And here I muſt needs fay that your 
Teachers ſeemto have had very little Regard, 
either to Scripture-Rules or Examples in 
framing this part of your Worſhip, having 
laid aſide all thoſe methods of inſtruction that 
the Scriptures recommend to us, except it be 
thatof Expoſition and Exhortation : Which 
among you is called ?reaching,in ſo much that 
tho" a Man frequent your Meetings all his 
Life, yet he haz no ſecurity, or hardly poſ- 
Nbility of learning from your publick Teach- 
ings all the great Myſteries of his Religion, 
or the necefiary principles of his Faith. 

I. For firit, Your Preachers are intirely 
left to their choice what place of Scripture 
they will exp ain, or what Subject they will 
handle : And hence it happens that hardly 

(G ainy 
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any one Man in his lite ever goes through 
the neceſſary Articles of Faith, or of Pra- 
&ice in his publick Sermons, and for the 
Truth.of this, I appeal to your ſelves. 

2. You have no ſummany of Principles 
injoined to be either Read or Taught in 
your Publick Aﬀemblies. A Catcchitm you 
have, but neither your Dire&ory nor Practice 
make it any part of your Lord s-day-Service: 
And beſides, your Catechiſm is ſuch, that it 
no ways anſwers the Deſign- of a Form of | 
ford Words, 1 have already. ſhewed,- that 
fuch a Form ſhould contain only the firſt and 
neceſſary Principles of the Oracles of God, in 
ſuch Words and Methods as may make it ea- 
fily apprehended and retained by the weak 
and unlearned, which make up the bulk of 
the People. But your Catechiſm is fuil of 
Hard Word, School Terms, and Abſtrnſe Ne- 
tions, no wile neceffary to be known by the 
generality of Chriſtians, or poſſible to bz 
underſtood by Children, or unlearned Per- 
{fons, for whoſe Edification principally a Ca- 
techiſm ought to be contrived. Beſide; all 
this, it is ſo long and intricate, even the 
Shorter, that not one Child in ten ever gets it 
by heart, nor one in Fiye hundred retains it, 
as I have found -. by experience, and- deſire 
that you would judge of this matter as you 
find upon Trial, Laftly, Aﬀer all, -it is im- 
perfect ; fome of the Principles of the _ 
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fles Catechiſm, being quite left out of it, I 
mean laying on of Hands, joined with Bat- 
tiſm, Heb. 6. 2. A great defed ture in a Ca- 
techiſm to leave out a Fundamental of Chri- 
{tianity. 

H. But the moſt fad and deplorable defe& 
of your performance of this Duty, is your 
caſting out the reading of the Word of God, 
from molt of your Publick Aſſemblies, di- 
realy contrary to God"s Inſtitution and Ord;- 
zance for the Þſirut#ion'of his Church ; info- 
much that in many of your Meetings, ſet- 
ting aſide a Verſe or two for a Text, or Quo- 
tation at the diſcretion of the Teacher, the 
Voice of God is never publickly heard a- 
mongſt them This is matter of Fact, and 
undeniable ; and in all the Meetings in the 
North of Trelend in a whole Year, perhaps 
there is not ſo nauch Scripture read, as in-one 
Day im our Church, by the ſtricteſt Enquiry 
which I cou'd make. One would think this 
alon2 were ſufficient to jhew the People 
where the Forſhip of God is to be found in its 
Parity, and to prove our Aﬀemblies to be the. 
True Church of God, againſt all thac come in 
conpetition with us ; whereof ſome hide 
the Word of God in a ſtrange Language, and 
others baniſh ir out of their Meetings. Fr 
being in our Congregations only, thac the 
Voice of God 4s heard ſpeaking to his Perple, 
Without cover & gloſs. Sure it a fad thing 
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84 Of Hearing, Chap. IT, 
that a Man may go to moſt Mectings many 
Years, and never hear one intire Chapter 
read inthem . Now this omititon is the more 
inexcuſable in you, and nuft render you ma- 
_—_ ſeif-condemned. 

. Firſt, Becauſe you ſo vehementiy preſs 
he necefſ ry of Preaching, and quote the 
He:y Scriptures to prove it. In which, rea- 
dinz the Law / as is —__ before) is termed 
Preachwmg, 7. IF. -. but inte rpreting che 
Scriptures, applying i, or cxhorting the 
Congregation from them in a hxed Chriltian | 
Auditory (which you count Preaching) is ne- 


'ver called to in the whole New Teſtament. 


Therefore by laying aſide the reading the 
Scriptures in your publick Ailemblies, you 
have intirely caſt afide Preaching, in the 
pi oper Scripture ſence of it. Bur, 
2. This muſt render you {cif 0ndemned, 
becauſe you pretend to henour the Holy 
Scriptures above other Chiiftians: Your 
Mouths, Commendably and with juſt Rea 
ſon, are continually tutl of the Praitcs © f the 
Holy Bible; you own it, w.th the ponerey: 
ty of the Reformed Churches, tor the only 
uiicient Rule of Faith ; you appcal to it, 
and ſeem to tound your feives on ir: And yet 
your not allowing the Reading of it a con- 
ſtant place in your Religious Aflemblics, 
makes it \cem as if you had a very low Opi- 
nion of it in veur Hearts, If yon really ws 
uc 
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Jue ir as you profets, why do you baniſh the 
Reading of it from your publick Worſhip, 
to make'room for Ditcou: tes, Lectures, and 
Sermons of your own Teachers? Rememb-r 
of whom it is ſaid, (Mark. 6.) This People 
honcureth me with their Lips, but-their Hear! as 
far frem me. While you thus juftle the Word 


of God out of your Solemn Mcerings, to 


make room for your own Sermons, | befeech 
you to conſider whe'her this be not a laying 
alide the Commandments of God tor Mens 
Inventions ; unlefs you will call your Se-- 
1021s, (as lome Quakers are ſaid to do; as 
much the /!rd of Ged as the Bible. 

JH. I look on this as fo material a Point, 
and conceive the Hom ur of the Holy Seriptares 
and the Slwvation of Chriſtiens to he {o deep:y 
concerned in it, that I think my ſelf obliged 
to examine the Prerences 1 have found to 


zuſtife it: Tho? I conteis they ſeem to me fo 


weak, that | am afraid I thail be almoſt {u- 
ſp:ted by inditterent Pe: {ons not to do fu- 
ſtice in repreſenting them: For it is unac- 
countable that any body ſhould urge lo /{/y bt 
Reaſons for fo own/iderable an Omilfiim: And 
yer theſe are all I have ever niet with, or 
hea:d from you. 

The firſt Reaſon I hve heard urg'd, ts, 
That the puople are obliged to read the Scriptures 
at home, and being thus ecauuinied with them, 
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the Reading of them is not necfſary in their pub- 
lick Meetings, But to. this I Anſwer, 
1. That we ſee from what has been ſaid, 


That the Reading of the Holy Scriptures is by 


God's Appeintment a part off his ſolemn pablick 
Worſhip ; therefore 70 Jeave 1t out in our Aſſern- 
blies, On any pretence whatſoever, is to lay a- 
ſide his Command, and ſo to corrupt and dif- 
member his Worſhip. 

2. The private performance of a Duty 
ought by no means to interfere with, or hin- 
der the publick. We mult pray to God, praiſe 
him, and inftru& our Families in private ; 
and yet Ged forbid that our doing theſe pri- 
wately, ſhould baniſh the uſe of them from 
our Publick Afſenolies ; Gr that any one thould 
think himicli excuſed from Attending on 
the Publick Performance of them, on ac- 
count of his Private Diligence in them : 
And the ſame Rulc holds for Reading the 
Hely Scriptures. 

3. Godtelis the Children of [raef, Det. 6. 
6. That theſe Words which I command thee 
this day, ſhall be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt 
zeach them diligently to thy Children, and ſhalt 
talk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by the way, and when 
thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up 
and thou ſhalt write them on the poſt s of thy houſe. 
Here 1s as much private diligence in Reading 
and Teaching the Law required of wn I 

raclites 
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raelites, as any Chriſtian can pretend to ex- 
erciſe; and yet all this care to preſerve the 
knowledge of the Law by private ſtady and 
exerciſe, did not make the Reading it 'in 
their Synagogues unneceilary, gr prevent 
God from requiring them to os ir a; part of 
his publick Worſhip, Dert. 31. 11. And 
therefore all your diligence mm reading the 
Scriptures privately, or Nur Teachers exhor- 
ting and requiring you todo it, ought not to 
warrant Their or Yeur diſpenſing with the 
Command of God, that appoints the reading 
his Word, as pait of his publick Service. 
But, | 

4. When People are leit to themſeives in 
private, they may either do, or' not - do a 
thing as they picaſe : And we are aijured, 
Thar there are many who come to Church, 
and hear the /7ord of God read there, that 
neither can, nor ever wou'd be at the pains 
to read it in privare. It is therefore a great 
Temprarion to the People to be negligent, 
and a great want 0i Care in a Church, to 
leave ſo inaterial a thing as the reading of the 
IVerd of Ged, to private diligence. We find 
by experience, that where no publick efie- 
Gual Care is taken to inform the generality 
of Men, the Knowledge of God"s F'rd fen- 
bly decays, and is in a fair way to be loſt, 
The Popifts read the Scriptures in'a Language 
that the People do not underitand, and we 
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ſee into what groſs ignorance they are fallen 
by this means. Thoſe of Your Perſwoſion, 
(generally ipeaking) do not read them at 
all in your Meetings, and the conſequence of 
this is, That many of your common Pecple are 
ſtrangers to the wery Hiſtory of the Bible, and 
the Firſ# Principles of Chriſtianity 3 as I have 
found on Tryal, to my great trouble and aftc- 
riſhment. This Pretence theretore of Pc- 
ples reading the Holy Scriptures in private, Will 
by no mean; juſtifie you, for breaking God”; 
Command, in omitting the publick reading 
them, «5 a part of God®s Serwice in the Con- 
gregations. 

The Second Pretence that I have met with 
for this Omiflion, is, That ſmce the penning ef 
the Scriptures, and ſetling of the Church by the 
Hpoſt tes, the cale is much altered with Chriſt zans ; 
That Printing was net then known,and conſequent- 
ly Copies of the Bible were fe, and hard to come 
by : Few could thenread them if they had them, 
aud therefore (lay ſome) Reading the Script ures 
in the Sſſemblies was then abſolutely neceſſary, 
otherwiſe the generality muſt have been ſtrangers 
zo them : But now Copies of the Bible, by means 
of* Printing, are become common, and eaſie to 
be had, and moſt Families have ſome in them 
that can read 5 And therefore the publick Read- 
ing them is not now neceſſary. 

1. The plain Anſwer to this is, Firſt, That 
the Reading the Scriptures publickly 1s an {-- 
| ftitnticn 
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Fitution of God : Therefore to lay it aſide on 
the account of the Invention of Printing, is 
in effe& to ſay, That Men have found ont 
a better way to propagate the Knowledze 
of God's Word, than He inſtituted ; and plain- 
ly to lay afide his Commend, for Mer's own 
Izvent ions. 

2, God has promiſed that there ſhall be al- 
ways Religions Aſſemblies, and has comman- 
ded his Word to be read in them, which is 
a certain means to preſerve the Knowledge 
thereof, as long as there is a Church; but 
he has no where promiſed the conſtant com- 


monneſs of Bibles, nor ability to People to 


read them at home. To omit therelore the 
Inſtitution of Go4 for te:ching tis Word, and 
to rely on Peoples procuring and reading 
Copies of the Bible privately, 1s to leave 
Ged's way. and prefijmptuouſly depend on 
that which has no Promiic annexed to it.. 

2. iow eatie iovver we may imagine the 
obtaining Copies oi the Bible, and nocwith- 
ſtanding the number of thoſe that can read, 
there are ftiil many Fariites, even amoneft 
Proteſtznts, that can neicher compaſs a Bible, 
nor get any to read it, if they had one; and 
therefore this Expedient is no ways ſufficient 
to fi:pply the efign of God's Inſtitution, in 
commanding it to be read publickly 

4. Let ns ſunpoſe Bibles to be az common 
as we can deſire, and thai every one can read 
NT them 


go Of Hearing, Chap. ITE. 


them, yet who will ſecure us that they will 
do it 2 People, whilſt the firſt Fervour of a 
Reformation is on them, may perhaps he di- 
lgent fo long as the Scripture 1s a Novelty to 
them, or Zeal for a Party infpirits them ; but 
when this wears off, as it generally docs in a 
little time, we ſee by experience that their 
care of Reading and Meditating in the 
Scriptures decays with it; and there are at 
this Day zoo many of all Parties that neither 
read themſelves nor hear one Chapter read 
in a whole Year, except art Church. And 
therefore to omit the publick Reading them, 
on preſumption that the People will do ir 
;hemlelves, ſince it is fo eafie for them to do 
it, is the ready way to introduce an Univerſal 
Jenorance of God's Word, and reduce us a- 
ain to Popery ; the moſt effequa! Bar againſt 
which, is the Bible in our own Language. 
5. Pcople may be obliged to come to the 
publick Congregations, and hear the Word of 
God read, rhough they have no inclination to 
it, and when they neglee, they may be re- 
proved or puniſhed, but this is not practical 
when the Scriptures arc required only to be 
read in private Familics. Experience ſhews 
u5 that there i5 great difference between theſe 
two Mcthods in point of Efficacy. We fre 
in Enlcnd and Wales, where publick Read- 
ing was praiſed, tize People gcnerally em- 
braced the Reformation, but in Ireland, _— 
the 
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the ſame care was not taken, they rejected 
it. Had God's Way been taken, and the Scrip- 
zures as conſtantly read to the Native rh X 
in a Language they underſtood, as it was in 
England or Wales, there is little doubt but 
theReformation had ſucceeded asUniverſally 
here as it did there, but the want of this has 
kept them in 1gnorance to ibis Day, which 
may convince us how ineffe&uzl all our Con- 
trivances are to enlighten Men, in reſpect of 
God's Inſtitution. T am perſwaded that if ever 
the Native 1r;þ be breught to the Know- 
ledge of God's Word it mult be by having it 
read to them publickly in a Language they 
underſtand, and not by thruſting Bibles pri- 
vately into their Hands; of the ineffecual- 
neſs of which, we have had an Experiment 
159 Years. | | 

6. But Laſily, Inftead of all otlier Argu- 
ments, None of us are ignorant, that the 
Weird of Ged cannot be preſumed to have the 
ſame Efficacy when read privately, as it hath 
when read in the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, ac- 
cording to God's appointment : Since he has 
given Us a peculiar Promiſe to be preſent in 
juch Aſſemblies. And there are no diligent 
Hearers of the TVord publickly read, but are 
able from their own experience to te!tife, 
that they often find 1t to have a different 
force and efficacy, when they hear it rcad, 
as a part of his Ordinarce in the Publick At- 
{embties 
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ſembiies, in;which he has peculiarly promisd 
his Preſence, than when they read ir in pri- 


' vate by themſelves. 


The Third PretenceI have found alledged 
for omitting the regular reading the Bible in 
your Meetings, 15, That it takes und roo much 
time , and is a hinarance to the more profitable 
Duty, of what you commonly call Preaching. 

1. I intreat you to conlider, T hat there 
is a time for every thing, and 1lince God has 
appointed readmg his Ford a time and room 
in our Publick Aflembizes, Who are we, that 
we ſhould preſume to throw it out ? This 
ſurely is to {et up our ſeives againſt God, and 
to think that we are abie to order Things 
better for the Editication of his Church than 
he has done. Surely we ought rather to 
take care ſo to diſpoſe our Sermons, that 
ney may not interfere with any other Þj#i- 
tuticn of God ; But, that whatever time we 
allow them, there may remain ſufficient for 
reaaing God's Holy WWirds 5 \\ hich T have pro- 
ved is in Scripture Language Preaching z And 
therefore to juſtle this out to make our own 
Diſcourſes longer, is plainly to preferr our 
way of Preaching to God's. If there were a 
ncceflity that one or the other muſt be omit- 
ted, Mindeity ought to teach us to omit our 
own Words rather than God's. 

2. Suppots that upon ſome Extraordinary 
Occa{icn it may bz Lawful to omit reading 
God's 


ww 4 


Seft.3. How Pr:&iſed by Diſſexters. 93 


God's Word in our - Afſemblics, that we may 
have the more time to manage a Diſcourfe 
for the Inſtruetiun of the People, yet it can ne- 
ver be juſtifiable to mak? this a common pra- 
ice z which is to put a manifeſt Contempt 
on the Word ff God. 

A Fourth Pretence againſt reading the 
Scriptures publickiy in a regular Method, 1s, 
That they are hard to be und:r/?ood, or applied, 
and therefore only ſo much of them ought to be 
read at a time as the Minijtcr may explain and 
app!'y to bis Auditory. And that one Verle thus 
anplied, is better than many Chapters read with- 
out ſuch Application. 

x. It is to be contider'd, Firſt, That it is, 
againſt the general Opinion of the Reformed 
Churches, who univerſally teach, That tl:e 
$criptures are piain, 1n ati things neceilary to 
Saivation And therefore there is not that 
univerſal Neceffity of an explanation of e- 
very place of <Ecripture that is to be read, as 
3s pretended. 

2. The Holy Scriptures, when heard with 
Humility and Attention, apply themſelves bet- 
tzr than any Man can du it. The Words of 
them are the Words of God, and they have a 
plainmeſs, ferce, and jpirtr in them, which no 
tiumane Eloquence can improve, and there- 
fore it is a great Atironrt to them to ſay that 
they have little efficacy except a Muuſter ap- 
ply them, 

3. Sup - 
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3. Suppoſe one Verſe well applied to he 
better than many Chapters (for which there 
is no colour) yet this would not juſtifie the 
omillion of reading them publickly ; for no 
Application can be ſo well made of them 
Ra People are not thoroughly acquainted 
with them. It onght therefore to be our 
firſt care to read them to the Pecple often and 
ſolemnly, that they may be acquainted with 
the whole Eody of them, and thea one word 
of Application may do more good than many 
Sermons to People not ſo prepared with the 
general knowledge of them. 

The literal knowledge of the will of Ged 
muſt always go before the ſaving, and is rhe 
beſt Itrodat#ion to it, Now the reading the 
Low inthe ears of the People is the means 
appointed by God to: teach them that /itersl 
knowledge ; and therefore while jour Teach. 
ers havelaid afide this means of God's Appornt- 
»:e377, they have in a great meaſure debarred 
People of the Spirirual and Saving knowledge 
of his 7/:!1. 

4 Fourthily, Reading a verſe or two, and 
truiting to the Miniſters /pplication, without 
the Peoples beinz acquainted with the whole 
Body ot the Scriptures, does put Chriſtians 
too much in the power of their 7eachers, 
and makes them liable to be ſeduced ty them. 
Fhis is the very Artifice whereby the Rowiſl 
Prizſts kzep their People in ignorance ; and 
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our Teachers uſing the lame Method (white 
itis manifeſt that ſo great a Part of their Peo- 
ple either do not, or caniiot, read them at 
home) ſeems too like a deſign on their Hear- 
ers, and tempts the World to fuſpe& that 
they are afraid of the naked ſimplicity of the 
Scriptures, fince they dare not cruſt their 
People wich Hearing them Prb/ichly read, ex- 
cept they add their own glofles to them. 

The Fifth Pretence that I have mer with 
for laying aſide the publick reading tne Hr! 
of God, is, That the dead Leiter (as ſomecall i”) 
is a dull formal thing, without Spirit or Life, 
where #t is not applied to the Souls of Men, by 
the Spirit of God ſpeaking in his Min:fers, and 
that without ſuch Aſſiſtance the Scriptures have 
little Efficacy on the Heart. 

I hope there are few of any Communion 
will own this Pretence, ſince 1t 15 fo horrid a 
Refie&ion, and Affront on the 1/274 of God. 
] will, however in anſwer to it, offer theſe 
following Contiderations. 

I. That the Holy Scriptures give a Chara- 


Aer of themſelves very different from this 


They repreſent the W:zd of God as the Swerd 
of the Spirit, as quick ed powerful, a5 able to 


make a Manwiſe ro Salvation, as giving wif- 


dow to the ſimple, as Converting the Soul, With 
many other Expreſttonsto denote the Efica- 
cie thereof on the Hearts of Men ; 'and 
therefore to reflec on the 77d, as dull ant 
Pormas, 
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formal, as a meer dead Letter that cannot en- 
cage the attention of the FHearers, or reach 
their Hearts, is toonear Blaſphemy. 

2. We are certain that God ſpeaks to us 
immediately by his Holy Spirit in his Word: 
And where the Spirit of God is, there is Power. 
But when Men ſpeak thew own 7/:ds, or 
pretend to apply the ord; or Paſſages of 
Scripture, tho? they ſeem to do it wich the 
greateſt Zealand Leariing, yr they may be 
miſtaken ; nay, they may deceive us : And 
theretore wholly to lay atide the inumediate 
Dictates of the H:ly Ghoſ# recorded in the 
Scriptures for any pretended Expircation or 
Application, made by Men, is manifeſtly to 
exchange God's undoubted Words and Com- 
mand for what may be a meer umane In- 
Tentien. 

2. *T's to be conſidered, that the people 
have always been apt to grow weary of the 
Service of Godin the way of his own appoint- 
ment, and complain of it, as dull and tedi- 
ous, ſo Mel. 1. 13. Ye id al'o, what a weart 
neſs is it, and ye ſurijfed at it. And the reaſon 
is becauſe the way oi God's appointing is al- 
ways more Spiricual, in reipect of that which 
is of Man's own vero, and therefore it 
cannot be fo ealie or agreeable to the Carnal 
minds of Men. 

4. It ought therefore to be conſidered by 
you, when penpl: complain of being on 

an 
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and unaffefted by meer Hearing the Word of 
God read, whether this do not truly proceed 
from a Carnal and Wicked Heart eſtranged 
from the Spirit of God, and whether the rea- 
ſon that Sermons pleaſe and affeet more than 
a Chapter out of the Bible be not the novel- 
ty and outward Ornaments of them, rather 
than the Spiritualneſs of the diſcourſe. We 
-are ſure St. Paul ſuppoſeth ſuch as are not af- 
feated with the Words of God, to be meer 
Natural, or Carnal Mzn, T Cor. 2, 13. where 
having taken Notice of ſpeaking, Not in 
Words which Man's Wiſdom Teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghoſt Teacheth, he adds, but the Na- 
tural Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: For they are fooliſlmeſs to him, neither can 
he know them, for they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
From whence it clearly follows, that the rea- 
ſon why Men do not underſtand or receive 
the things of God delivered to them in the 
Words of Scripture,dictated by the Holy Ghoſt, 
is, becauſe they are mcer Natural Men, and 
want the Spirit of God. - Whoever therefore 
is more affected, or delights more in a Ser- 
mon than in a Chapter of the Bzble, has rea- 
{on to look intohis Heart, and examine him- 
{elf whether he have the Spirir of God, Thoſe 
mentioned 1n Scripture that had that Spirit de- 
lighted in the Law of God : It was the Joy 
of their Hearts; they preferred it to all 
things, they meditgted in it day and night : 
H 
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And were fo far from turning it out of their 
Publick Aſſemblies, that the Hearing it read 
was a great part of their Worſhip. Whoe- 
ver therefore lays aſide this Practice, have rea- 
ſon to ſuſpe&t that they want that Temper and 
Spirit with which thoſe Holy Men were inſpi- 


red; and notwithſtanding all their Preten- 


ces to a more than ordinary Spiritualneſs 
and Reformation, are little advanced above 
the Natural Men that neither receive or 
reliſh the things of God, at leaſt not as they 
ought. 

I find it alledged as a Sixth Pretence for not 
Reading the Word of God 1h your Meetings,That 
a Child may read them, and perform this Duty 
and then what need it take up the Miniſters time. 

To which there needs no other Anſwer 
then that the Service of God is not leſs his, 
or the leſs to be valued becauſe it is eaſie. On 
the contrary tis the more ſinful to negle&t 
it, the more eaſie it is. Miniſters are not 
ſet apart for difficult things only, which o- 
thers cannot perform ; but they are to exe- 
cute the Office that God has impoſed on 
them, whether it be eaſie or difficult. As 
for Example: God has Commanded his Mi- 
niſters to Baptize, I» the Name of the Father, 
&c. Now to pour on Water in this Form is 
no ſuch difficult thing, but a Child, or any 

elſe might perform it; Neither is there any 
greater difficulty in the Sacrament of the 
Lord”s 
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Lord's Supper, as to the Eſſentials of it. Yet 
I ſuppoſe it will be granted by all, that it be- 
longs only to the Minitters Office to perform 
theſe, and that they muſt not delegate them, . 
or any part of them to others, or omit them 
becauſe they are eaſlie ; and that they have a 
quite different Sacrednefs, Efficacy and Force, 
when performed by a Perſon Ordained and 
Authorized to this purpoſe, than when per- 
formed by another : and the ſame Rule holds 
in offering up our Prayers, and in Reading 
the Scriptures: A Man may read them at 
Home, a Child may read them in Church, 
but they have not th= ſame aflurance of Eff- 
cacy, and a Blefling, as when they come 
from the Mouth of a Perſon ſet apart by 
God's Ordinance tor this purpoſe. 

I make no doubt but the Experience (a: I 
have ſaid) of moſt Chriſtians, from whac 
they have felr in their own Hearts in Hearing 
the Word of God publickly read, will atteſt 
the Truth of this. Now if you, my Friends, 
know and own this, as I hope the generality 
of you do, you mult ice the unreaſonable- 
ne{s of this Pretence. If any of you donot 
know it, you mult give me leave to fay that 
I fear it is from ignorance, and not conſide- 
r1ng the Scriptures. And "tis your Teachers 
Duty to inform you better. Reading the 
Scripture being allowed by their DireF#ory to 


be a part of God's Publick Worſhip. We 
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have this Rule there in expreſs Words, That ;: 
zs requiſite that all the Canonical Books be read 
over in order, that the people may be better ac- 
quainted with the whole Body of Scriptures. 
Now it youcan ſhew but one Meeting in the 
laſt Age, in which this has been duly pertor- 
med, we will not accuſe you ſo generally of 
v.olating God's Command in this point ; but 
if there be not one ſuch Meeting, you ought 
to conſider how you will excuſe your ſelve; 
Pefore God. And I think it neceſſary here 
to obferve to you how inſignificant general 
Rules are without deſcending to a particular 
Determination of Circumſtances. Here we 
have in your Dire&ory a general Rule (ſuch 
as it is) for Reading the Scripture, but for 
want of being particular, as the Calendar 
in our Common-Prayer-Book is, T queſtion if 
it yet was cver once obſerved, or indeed 
that it is Pra#ical to obſerve it. And it is fo 
almoſt in every other general Rule, and 
tiicreiore to leave the Service of God to be 
Ordered by ſuch general Rules only, is in 
effect to Teach People to neglet it. 

V. Theſe are all the Reaſons that I can pol- 
fbly think of, or have heard urged for Your 
Practice in this Point. IT will not fay but 
!tlers may be pretended, but I muſt protel; 
tiiat I do not remember to have met with 
them ; if 1 had, IT would have given them a 
due conſideration: I am per{waded that 
they 
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they cannot be of greater force than thoſe 
I have examined. And that they can never 
excuſe Tu in this matter, from manifeſt 
Breach of God's Command, in preferring 
Mens Irventions to his Inſtitution. 

After all, I muſt profeſs to 77u, That I 
look on all theſe to be only Pretences ; and 
that the true Reaſon of Men's Negloence in 
this Duty, is given us, 2 Tim. 4, 3. For the 
time will come ( {aith the Apoſtle) when they 
Will not endure ſound DoCtrine ; but after their 
own Luſts ſhall they heap up to themſelves Tea- 
chers, having itching Ears. An itching Ear 
here, can ſignifie nothing 1o properly, as an 
Ear that loves Novelty and Variety : Becauſe 
therefore our Church gives t1e People little 
that is New, in her Prayers, or Reading the 
Scriptures, but retains a Form of ſound Words, 
in the one, and the plain Word of God in the 
other ; Hence it is that fome People cannot 
endure our Service, but heap up to them- 
ſelves Teachers, that inſtead of the Praiſes, 
Prayers and Sermons of God's immediate Ap- 
porntment,” will gratifie them every Meeting 
with a New Prayer, Without troubling them 
with ſuch Prayers or Sermons as they think ol, 
which are incomparably better, only the 
Itching Ears of the People, as the Apoſtle fore- 
told, are pleaſed with the Nowe/ty and Voric- 
ty of the one, and diſguſt the Repetition of the 
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other, as the 7r2elires did that of Angels Foods 


Plal. 78. 25. Numb. 21. 5. and 11. 6. 

It is the Duty of all Miniſters, and the 
Buſineſs of the truel; Conſcientious, to check 
and curb this Humour in the People ; and 
notwichitanding all Diſcouragements, the 
Miniſters of Our Church, inftead- of com- 
plying with them, have conſtantly repro- 
ved them for their Negligence and Levity, 
where they found them guilty. But as 
Aaron, to plcaſe the Iraelites, made the Gol- 
den Calf, fo fome Miniſters (tho? contrary to 
their own Principles) have changed God's 
Iiſtutution to pleale their People ;, and left out 
the conſtant and regular Reading of Ged's 
Word, becauie rhezr People grew weary of it. 
But let all Men judge who behave themſelves 
molt like the 47nfers of Chrift ; We, who 
keep to the Reading God's Tora, according to 
His own Inſtitution, whether the People will 
hear or forbear ; or, 'They that comply 21th 
them, and lay aſide G:d”s Command to ob- 
lige and gain them. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of Bodily Worſhip. 


SECT. I. 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe con- 


cerning #t. 


I!MPHe Fourth Part of the Publick Wor- 

ſhip of God, or Deſign of Religious 
Aſſemblies, is Viſible or Bodily Adoration ; 
\uch amongſt us are Uncovering the Head, 
Bowing, Kneeling, and other outward Signs 
of Reverence and Submiſſion, by which we 
openly acknowledge the Mercy, the Fuſtice, 
and Power of God, and expreſs the inward 
ſence we have of theſe Attributes. 

In treating of this Head, I will keep my 
ſelf to the ſame AMerhod, as in the former, 
and conſider, Firſt, The Rules and Examples 
that the Scriptures afford us for the Pertor- 
mance of this Duty. Secondly, Compare 
the Pratfice of Our Church with them. Third- 
ly, Examine the Diſſenters Pratfice, and the 
Reaſons they alledge for it. 

1. As to the firſt of theſe wejfind a Poſe- 
tive Command of God, for Bodily Worſhip in 
Publick, P/al. 95. 6. O come Jet us worſhip and 
bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker 

H 4 Th 
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The ſecond Verſe of this Pſalm plainly ſhews 
us, that this is meant of Publick Worſhip : 
Let us come before his preſence with Thankſgv- 
ing. And that this 50-ing or kneeling is to be 
Interpreted, Hterally, not figuratively , ap- 
pears from the ſame Verſes, where Singing, 
Thankigiving, and Pſalms, are all /iterally to be 
undei{tood ; and there iz no more reaſon 
for underſtanding bowing and kneeling in a 
figurative ſence, than the other. 

IE. The ſame Bodily Worſhip is required by 
the Second Commandment, which forbids us 
to bow down to a £7. 4VEN Image, by which words 
we are commanded to bow down to God; ior 
it is confeiled by all, and laid down as a Rule 
by the Aſſemblics larger Catechiſm, That the 
Negative Commuandayents include in them yhe con- 
tary Poſrive ; that is to fay, When a Wom- 
mandment iorbids us any thing, it requires us 
to periorm the Duty contrary to what is for- 
bidden. As tor Lxample : When the firft 
Commandment forbids us to have any other 
Gods before the Lord, it requires us to own and 
worſhip Him for our only God; and after the 
ſame manner all other Commands are to be 
interpreted. By which Rule, when the 
Second Commanaiaent, Exod. 20, 5. forbids us 
in theſe Words, Tho: ſhalt not bow down 0 
hem, nor ſerve them, it requires us to practiſe 
the contrary Duties in our Addrefles to God. 
To bew down to Him and ſerve Him, that is, 
ta 
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to worſhip Him both with the worſhip of our 
Bodies and Minds; Therefore as he that either 
bows or kneels, or uſes any poſture of Rewerence 
to a graven Image, breaks the Second Com- 
mandment ; fo doth he who on occaſion of 
Publick IVorſhip either r4fuſes or negles to uſe 
ſome ſuch poſture to God, Ir being a Contempt 
of God, and contrary to His Commands, to 
Pray to Him, for inſtance, without ſome 
Poſture of Adoration ro Him, when we can 
do it, as well as it is a fin to kneel to an 
Image, Without Praying to it, which the Pa- 
pifts pretend to do; the one 1s 1dolatry, and 
the other Sacrilege : For the Reaſon why we 
are not to bow down to an 140}, is, Becaufe 
'tis an Act of Worſhip due to God. And 
whether we give what is due to him to an 
Image, or refule to pay it to Himſelf, we are 
equally Robbers of God, we deny him his 
Honour, and are ouilty of Sacrilege. 

1 wiſh all concerned may ſerioufly conſi- 
der, and amend their Practice in this par- 
ticular, 

ITE. But the Practice of Hcly Men, and 
of the Church of God in Scripture, are the 
beſt Interpreters of God's Ccmrmands ; and from 
them we may learn what he requires or ap- 
proves in his Worſhip. Now through the 
whole Old Teftament, we ſhall never find any 
one ſittin at his Devotions : But on all oc- 
caſions of J/orſhip , eſpecially in Publick Aſ- 
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ſemblies , the People of God Ttood, kneeled, 
bowed, or proftrated themſelves. *Tis faid 
indeed, 2 Sam- 7. 8. That King David then 
vent and fat before the Lord: But here the 
OriginalWord is capable of :orher /{; zification, 
and may as well be tranſlated,that he ze4:ned, 
ſtayed, or abode before the Lord ; and accor- 
dingly it is thus tranſlated in other Place; of 
Scripture, particularly Gez. 22. 5. & 24. 55. 
& 29. 19. 1 Kings 12.2. This place there- 
fore is no Exception againſt that practice 
which is ſo evident through the whole Old 
Teſtament, that Holy Aden worſhiped God 
with their Bodzes, as well as with their 14:nds. 
IV. We ſhall find the ſame practiſed by 
our Saviour and his Apoftles, in the New- 
Teſtament, Our Saviour undoubtedly is the 
Beſt Example we can propoſe to our elves 
for the worſhip of God, and we ought to imi- 
tate what he did and approved. Now if we 
conſider the worſhip he offered to his Father, 
we ſhall find him addrefling himſelf to him 
with Bowing the Body, with Kneeling and Prc- 
ſtration, as well as with ſtrong Cries and Tears 
fo Mat. 26. 39. And he went a little further, 
rnd fell on his Face, and prayed, O my Father,&Cc. 
and Luke 22. 41. He kneeled down and prayed. 
And as he paid this Bodily Worſhip to God, 
{o he accepted the ſame from Men when he 
vas on Earth.: Thus the Wiſe Men worſhip- 
ed him in his Cradle, Mat. 2. 11. When fox 
' ſaw 
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ſaw the young Child, and his Mother Mary, they 
fell down, &c. Thus they that deſired to be 


Cured. by him, addreſſed themſelves to him, 
Mark 5. 22. When he ſaw him, he fell at his 
Feet, and beſought, 8c. And after the ſame 
manner, thoſe who were Cured by him re- 
turned him Thanks, Luke 17. 16. Thus his 
beloved Mary, came into his preſence, Fobr 
II. 32. And Matth. 28. 9. They held him by 
the Feet and worſhipped him, Our Saviour look- 
edon chisBodily Worſhip tobe ſoindifpenſibly 
hi; due, that he accepted'of it from the very 
Devils, and they durſt not forbear to pay it 
to him, Mark 3. 11. And unclean ſpirits, when 
they law him, fell down before him, and cried, 
Thou art the Son of God. And thus the very 
Heathen, as well as his Diſciples, approached 
him, even whilſt he was in his ſtate of Hu- 
miliation. 

And that we may not be tempted to think, 
that our Sawozr admitted this Bodily Worſhip, 
to be paid him only whilſt he was Bodily 
preſent, we may obſerve St. Stephen preſents 
his Prayer with the ſame poſture, Ats 7. 60. 
He kneeled down and cryed with a loud Voice, 
Lord, lay not this ſin to their charge. 

V. The Scriptures repreſent to us the 
Firſt Chriſtians thus glorifying God with their 
Bodies, (as St. Paul expreſly commands us 
I Cor. 6. 20.) in the Publick Aſſemblies, as We 
may learn from. 1. Cor. 14. 23. where the 
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Apoſtle ſpeaking of a Heathen coming into 
the Aſſembly of Chriſtians, and being con- 
vinced, addeth, and fo falling down on his face 
he will Worſhip God. If it had not been the 
cuſtom for Chriſtians to do thus, it would 
never have been expected from a Heathen, 
or reckoned an Argument of hi; Convidti- 
on. if the Church Triumphant in Heaven 
may be allowed a fit Pattern to us of what 
is decent in the Worſhip of God, we find them 
paying this Bodily Worſhip to God, Rev. 7. 11. 
And all the Angels ffood about the Throne, ond 
about the Elders, and about the Beaſts,” and fell 
0n their Faces before the Throne, and Worſhipped 
God, ſo Chap.4. 10. and Chap. 19, 4. And 
the ſame we find practiſed by the Church on 
Earth, AtEFs 21. 5. where St. Paul, and the 
Church of Tyre, Eneeled down on the ſhore and 
ropes After the ſame manner he took his 
cave of the Elders of Epheſus, AF. 20.36, 
He kneeled down ant prayed with them all. S0 
conſtantly are Bodily Worſhip and Prayer join- 
ed together, that bowing the Knee, ſometimes 
ſignifies Prayer, Eph. 3. 14. For this cauſe 1 
bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Telus 

Chriff. © 
VI. The Scriptures repreſent this Bodily 
Worſhip as the moſt proper external Act of A- 
doration : If we look into the Scriptures we 
ſhall not find Prayine, Praiſing, Reading the 
Scriptures, or Adminiſtring the Sacraments, 
termed 


Seft.1. How Warranted by Scripture. 10g 


termed Forſhip ; they areindeed Duties which 
we are obliged to perform tothe Honour of 
God, but not —— dire& Adts of For- 

14p, properly ſo called : For Worſhip is pro- 
— the ſubjeion of our Minds to God, 
and that is a proper A of External Worſhip, 
which dire&ly ſignifies this ſubjeRion or 
ſubmiffion of our Minds : But Prayer ſigni- 
fies our deſires of good things from God, and 
only indirectly our ſubjetion to him ; Pres- 
ſes immediately ſignifie the ſence we have of 
God's Excellencies, and only by conſequence 
our ſubmiſſion ; Reading the Scriptmres is a 
means of T1/tru&ion, and tends to bring us to 
ſubmit to God, but does not dire&ly expreſs 
it. And the Sacraments primarily ſignitie 
God's Grace to us, rather than our ſubmiſſion 
to Him. All theſe may in a large ſence, 
upon very good grounds, be look'd upon as 
parts of Worſhip, becariſe they do imply ſuch 
fubmiffion ; but bending or bowing the Body is 
that which is properly in Scripture called 
IWorſhip, as ſignifying immediately and na- 
turally the beading and ſubmiſſion of our Souls, 
and nothing elſe. 

In the O!d Teftament the Words rendered 
Worſhip, ſignifie properly and originally to 
bow down or proſtrate the Body. "This is the 
proper ſignification of JaD and of MNW the 
latter of which in the Second Commandment is 
render'd to bow down, and very often when + 
the 
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the Original has they bowed down themſelves, 
the "Tranſlators render it they Worſhiped, So 
Pſal. 95. 5. and Fer. 1. 16, And Weorſhiped 
the work of their own hands, ' In the Origi- 
nal 'tis, They boived themſelves down to the work, 
8c. Gen. 24. 52. He worſhipped the Lord, 
bowing him Fd to the Earth, The Original 
has no more but He bowed himfelf to the Earth 
to the Lord, fo Pſal. 95. 5. And the ſame 
holds generally through the whole 014 Teſt a- 
ment; from whence it follows that in the 
Opinion of our Tranſlaters to bow ones {clt to 
the Earth, is that proper Act which they call 
Worſhip. And hencethe whole Worſhip of God 
1s ſignified by bowing before him , Micah 6. 6. 
Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow 
my ſelf before the High God ? that is, How 
ſhall I worſhip him acceptably ? | | 
As to the New Teftament, the Word gene- 
rally there rendred 7/rſh;p, properly -ligni- 
fies a Bodily Attion ag0(,y,vviw, 1s Originally to 
pay Homage by a Kiſs, as we now kifs the 
King's Hand, which uſually was done kreel- 
ing 5 And hence Kneeling and Worſhipping ſig- 


_ nithie the ſame thing in the New Teſtament,and 


the one is put for the other. Thus Mar. 8. 2. 
There came a Leper and worſhipped him. The 
lame Perſon is faid (Mark r. 40.) to come, 
beſeeching him and kneeling to him. Of the 
Canaaniiiſh Woman it is faid ( Mat. 15. 25;) 
That ſhe came and worſhiped him, And _ 
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ſays (Chap. 7. 25.) She came and fell at his 
Feet, Luke ſays of the Man among the 
Tombs, that he fell Jown before him (Chap. 8. 
28.) Mark, that He 2vorſhipped him, (Chap. 5. 
6.) Of Fairus, Mark and Luke fay, that He 
fell down at his Feet. Matthew, that he 2or- 
ſhipped him. Luke 8. 40. Mark 5. 22. Matth. 9, 
18. So promiſcuouſly do the Evangeliſts 
uſe the Words kneeling, or falling down, and 
worſhipping, to ſignifie the Jos thing. 
Whence we may learn that when any is ſaid 
to worſhip Chriſt viſibly, by it is meant they 
kneeled to him. And when we are Com- 
manded to worihip God in the Congrepa- 
tion, the meaning 1s, that we are required 
to expreſs the ſubmiffion of our Minds by 
bowing our ſelves, Or kneeling unto him. Hence 
the very Soldiers that in derifion bowed their 
knees to Chriſt, are faid to Worſhip him, 
Mark 15. 19, And St. John, Rev. 22, 8. 
when he would Worſhip the Angel, fe!/ 
before his Feet, to which the Angel replied, 
See thou do it not IVorſhip God, From 
which Text it clearly follows, that falling 
down is an A of Worſhip, and that we are 
commanded by the Mouth of an Angel to 
pay it to God, 

VII. We find in Scripture ſome Ad of 
this Bodily Worſhip accompanying every Reli- 
gious Performance. Thus Prayers are ge- 
nerally offered with kneeling, and that fo 
conltantly 


conſtantly (as is obſerved before) that to 
bow the Knee, in Scripture-Language, is to 
pray. Thus Praiſes, Thankſgivings , and 
Confeflions of Faith, are offered /anding, 
1 King. 8. 14. And the King turned his Face 
about, and bleſſed all the Congregation of 1jrael 
(and all the Congregation of Iſrael ffood) and 
he (aid, Bleſſed be the Lord, 8c. the ſame po- 
ſture is obſerved, Yer. 55. 2 Chron. 20. 19. 
And the Levites — ſtood up to praiſe the Lord 
God of Iſrael with a loud woice, 2 Chron. 29. 26, 
Neh. 10. 409. And this was not a voluntary 
A&t, but impoſed on the People, as appears 
from Neh. 9. 5. Then the Levites ſaid, 
Stand up and bleſs the Lord your God, &c. In 
conformity to which, the Saints and Angels 
in Heaven are repreſented to us thus praiting 
God, Rev. 7. 9. They food before the Throne, 
and before the Lamb and cried with a loud 
woice, ſaying, Salvation, 8c. At Reading the 


Holy Scriptures, both Reader and Pcople | 


uſed the ſame poſture, as appears from Neb. 8. 
. 4, 5+ And Ezra the Scribe [Food on a Pulpit 
of Wood— And Ezra opened the Book, ind all 
the People food up. And Chap.g. 3. Aud 
they ſtood up in their place, and read in the 
- Book: Which our Saviour likewiſe obſerved, 

Luke 4. 16. | 
Laſtly, They offered their Sacrifices with 
Bodily Adoration, 2 Chron. 29. 27. And 
when the Burnt-Offerings began , the Song of 
the 
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the Lord began alſo =— And all the Congrega- 
tion worſhipped, and the Singers ſung, and the 
Trumpets ſounded; and all this continued un- 
til the Burnt-Offering was finiſhed. The 
Word, as was obſerved . here rendred Wor- 
ſhipped, ſignifies licerally they bowed themſelves 
down, and the meaning is, They continued 
proſtrate, or kneeling, whilſt che Burnt Of- 
tering was offered. Thus in every Religious 
Performance , the Scripture has taken parti- 
cular notice, and recorded to us, with what 
a of Bodily Worihip it was offered upun- 
to God. 


SECS. MK 


The Praffice of Our Church in Bodily 
Worſhip. 


ET usin the next place compare our own 

Practice with this Repreſentation, and 

ſee how we perform this part of viſible Wor- 
ſhip in our Church. 

I Firſt then, when we come into the 
Publick Aſſemblies, we believe our ſelves to 
come into Chriſt's preſence ; becauſe he has 
promiſed Mat. 18. 21. Where two or three are 
gathered tcgether in My Name, there am I in 
the midi of them: And therefore in Obedi- 
ence to the Commands of God in Scripture; 
*T'is our Cultom to lift up our Hearts to Him 

in 


} 
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in Prayer, and bow our Bodies before Him: 
This bowing our Bodies when we come in- 
to the Aſſembly of Chriſtians met together 
in Chriſt's Name, and for his Service, tho' 
it be not enjoined by any Conſtitution of our 
Church, 1 generally practisd by good Peo- 
ple, as very decent in ic ſelf, and edifying 
to others. Our bowing our Bodies therefore 
at our coming into a Chriſtian Afembly for 
Worjhip, is only to pay that Budily Worſhip 
to God that He requires from us when we 
come into his peculiar preſence, which pre- 
ſence He has promiſed in ſuch Aftemblies, 
Some indeed are ſo weak as to term our thus 
worſhipping God ,. a bowirg to the Aliar: 
whereas our Church exprefly declaring « : 
gainſt any 4Adorar;on to be paid to the Con- 
{ecrated Bread and Wire, does much more de- 
Clare againſt doing it to the 4lrar. 

II. Uncovering the Head is a Mark of Re- 
ſpe& amongſt us; and therefore we: conti- 
nue Uncovered whilſt the Afembly lafts ; 
that is, whilſt we are in ChriſPs preſence. The 
Cuſtom of the Eaſtern Church was to Ur 
cover their Feet in the preſence of God; f 
Adſes and Joſhna were commanded to do; 
(ro which Solomon alludes, Ecclef. 5. 3.) This 
was eaſily practiſed with them, becauſe they 
wore nothing on their Feet hut /ooſe Shoes and 
Sandals, which were readily ſlipt off ; And 
1:15 continued till our Saviour's time, as ap- 

pears 
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pears by their wathing their Feet when they 
came into Houſes, Luſk T7. 44. Uncovering 
the Head is the ſame common mark of re- 
ſpe& with us now 2s uncovering the Feer Was 
withcnem in their time ; and tuis uncovering 
the Feet being neither practicable with us, 
n97 any noteof reſpe& among us, but rather 
the contrary , Our Church has requird us 
inſtead of it, to uncover our Heads, Can, 7, 
For the Jultification of rhis prattice, give 
me leave to digre£ {o far as to explain one 
pailage in the New Teſtament, which ſeems 
to require that a Man ihou!d have his Head 
uncovered in the preſence of God, not asa note 
of reſpe& , bur of Privilege, 1 Cer. 11. 7. 
For 3 . Man iniced ought not 79 cover his Head, 
foraſpauch as be is the Image and Glory of God ; but 
the Warnan is the Glory of the an. Which 
paſſage does not primarily relate to the co- 
veridg the Head, but the #:ce, by a Veil, 
2ccording to the Cuitom of the Eaftern 
Countries : and this coverizrrs the Face , Was a 
note of reſpect, as the contrary was a Note of 
Privilege: So we fin? that when Reloca 
was t9 appear before her Husband (G:2. 24. 
6x.) 5he reok a Veil 6nd ceyerid bor |... 0 
(Exid, 3. 6.) Atvics hia bis face, for he was a- 
fratd to look upon God ;, and Elyjah wrapped his 
face in his Mantle wh be went out 10 meet Ged, 
1 Kings 19. 13. On the ſame Accounc the 
Serapbins cover their Fu with their Wings, Ife 
2 G. 2. 
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6.2. ?Tis therefore apeculiar Privilege and 
favour to be allowed to appear before God 
wncover'd, and it is reckon'd as {uch, 2. Cor. 

3. i8. But we all with open face beholding as 
in a glaſs the glory of the T ord, '&*c. Thoſe 
that were out of favour might not appear 
are-faced before their Prince, but with their 
Head: ceuered, as Hanan was when the King 
ſignified his difpleaſure againſthim. E/her7. 8. 
Now for the underftanding of the before. 
cited place, we muſt conſider that an being 
the Image and Glory of God, 1s allowed to take 
this Confidence-before God, which is denied 
wo Homemn: For ſince God vas pleaſed to 

take Man his E292 and Gliry, it is not fit 
that this his glory ſhould be covered before 
ITim : but onthe other hand.it is fit that Man's 
glory, whichisWoman,ſhou'dbe coveredbefore 
Ged. This I corceive is the full meaning of 
this place, and has no relation ts the manner 
of meow: ring the Heed in ufe with us noW , 
which is only a mark of civil reſpe&, and 
that peculiar to Men, and not to Women; 
Put however. being an honour paid to Mer, 
there is no reaton why it ſhould not be paid 
to God : On the contrary it ſeems to be re 
quired by the Apoſtle's general Injundtion, 
Let all things be done decently. And it is one 
of the Articles of our Church, That the Church 
has power to ordur Rites and Ceremonies; that 15, 
to determine what particular things come un- 
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der the Apoſtle's general word of Decency. 

3. We ſ:and up at our Praiſmgs, Thank 
givings, and Confeſſions of Faith, in Confor- 
mity to the Examples of Holy Scripture. 

4. At our Confeſlions of Sin, and at our 
Prayers , we preſent our ſelves hefore God 
on our knees, by order of our Church, ac- 
cording to the Example of our Saviour, and 
the Church of God. 

III. We Celebrate the Foly Sacrament of 
the Body and Blood of Chritt in a Jſorſh:p- 
ping poſturs. T know that many except a- 
gainit this. It would engage me in a longer 
diſcourſe to examine it fully ; perhaps God 
= hereafter give me an Opportunity to diſ- 
culs it at large, at preſent I jhall only hint 
at the Scripture-Ground) we have tor it, an1 
that by the following deduRion. 

I. The A/tzr was of O:d the Lord's Table, 
from whence his Atten- 
dants were fed, Mal. 1. 7. The Author's In- 
Io off er | polluted Bread upon ſure, Th - SE 
mine Altar, and ye ſay, taxes require Knee!- 
Wherem have we polluted ing at the Lords 
thee? In that ye ſay, The Supper, bur to ſhew, 


Table of the 1.ord is contem- Thar ir is not con- 
wy h le rrary ro the Inſtitu- 
zi0n of Chriſt, or 

Pra#ice of the Apo- 
ſtles, who compare our receiving it with the Jews 
partaking of their Altar, to which they approached 
with Adoration. 
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2. On this account the Traclires came to 
the Altar, and worſhipped before it, as keing 
God's Table, On .which the Sacrifice was pre- 
ſend, a3 his Meat, of which they were pere 
mitted to partake: So 2 Chiron. 6. 12. Ard 
he Food before the Alray af the Lord —- verl.13. 
And kneeled down on his knees. And 1 Ki: gs 8, 
54+ He arcle from before the Altar from kneeling 
on his knees, Nor can it be ſaid. That this 
kneeling of Slower was only becauſe he of- 
tered up a Prayer at that time, and that 
tnerefore ne was in a praying, poſture ; for 
undoubtedly it was the Dury of ail that were 
preſent at any Sacrifice, to offer up Prayers 
to God w:th the Sacrifice: And accordingly 
we find it commanded 2 X::7; 18%. 252. Je 
foall worſhip before this Altar in Jeriſacem, 
liceraly 5 Ze ſhall bow down Jer {elves. 

2. The Communon»sTable is Calied tit 
Lord's-Table, 1 Cor. to. 2 1. 

4. The TIraclites partaking of the .-[tar is 
propoſed 2s an Example for our partaking of 
the Lord's-Table, 1 Cor. ro. 16 The Cup of 
Bleſſmg woich we bleſs, is ut met the Comm nr 
on of the Blood of Chriff % The Bread 5hich 
we break, is #t wot the Communion of the Pudy 
of Chriſt f—— werl. 18. Eevold Trad af 
ter the Fleſh: Are nit they which eat of the $4 
crifices partakers of the fitar ? 

5- Inallufion tothi: ReFgions Earing with 
Bedily Worſhip, it is Prophetied of our Savi- 
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our, Pſal. 22. 29, All they that be fat p90 
Earth (that is, the favoured and happy Ser- 
vants of God here ; called in werſ. 26. The 
Meek) fhall Eet and Wirſhip. 

Since then the Scripture ſets forth to us 
2 Religious Eating at the Lord's Tuble with 
Werſhip, and the H-ly Communion is fuch an 
Fating at his Table, it follows that the Scrip- 
m:c Warrants our Werſhippimg when we Ear. 

2. We are Commanded in Scripture to 
receive the Holy Encharitt I remembrance 
of Chriſfts death, and by it we threw his death 
till he come. The ſame Scriptures Command 
us to Worſhip our Saviour ; For he rs the 100d, 
end Worſhip thou him, Pſ. 45. 11. If ever then 
we are to Worſhip our Saviour, it is certain- 
iy when we come to him in the neareit Ap- 
proaches that we are capable of in this World, 
and with the higheſt - of Gratitude that 
our Souls can admit of ; to remember 
and adore him for the greateſt AR of Love 
that could be extended toward; us, even 
laying down his Life for us, and partake of 
the Benefits thercof by feeding on him. 
If it be not our Duty to V\ orſhip him with 
our Bodies, as well as our Minds, on 1his 
occaſion, it is hard to ſay when we are oblj- 
ged to do it. 

This Conſideration prevail d with the 
Proteitant Church of Pelazd, wo oblige a!l 
their Members to _— Rneelmp of ſfanding, 

4 in 
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in Oppoſition to the Sec;nians, who refuſed 
to pay any Worlhip to our Saviour ; and 
the: So Celebrated his Supper ſitting. The 
Words of their general Sod are theſe, 
(Corpus Confeſſion. p. 236.) Quod attinet ad 
Ceremonias, &c. © As to the Ceremonie; of 
« the Lord s-Supper, the Decree ſometime 
, ago diſcuſs'd in the Synod of Sandumir, 
& and the Conciuſion made and repeated 
& in the gcneral S3»ed of Cr.cow and Pe- 
&© trokow, is alſo app: oved in this -eflion-of 
& the Synod of Ul.d:law, viz. That fitting 
& at the Lord's Table ſhall not be uſed in 
£* any of the Churches of Poland or Lithua- 
& gia, &c of our Communion : For this 
« Ceremony (tho' inditterent as others are) 
&« is not uſed by the Chriſtian and Retor- 
& med Churches ; and is proper to the Inhi- 
&* del Arians only, who place themſelves in 
& an cqual Thione with the Lord. Since 
& then ./irting has crept into tome of our 
Churches, chietly by the occation and 
© countenance of thoſe who have miſerably 
fallen from us, and denyed the Lord that 
* bought u;, We intreat and exhort all thole 
Congregations, and our B eth;- n in the 
Lord, that they would change /7:1;g in- 
to the Ceremonies uſed by us Proteitants 
in all the Reform d Churches of 7urcpe, 
even that the Lord's Suppe may be admi- 
* niltred ro the Communicaats ſtanding or 

« kneeling 
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© kneeling ( with a Proteſtation againſt 
© Bread Worſhip uſed by the Papiits' both 
* which Rites "as they have been litherto 
"© uſed in ſome Churches) we leave free, 
« and approve; without blaming o giving 
* Offence to thoſe who uſe either. This 
Synod was held 7une the 19th 15 +2. 

The Synod of Petrokow. above- mention 'd 
(held Fune 1, 2, 3. 1575. pu. 23 1-; exprelies 
it felf in theſe Words ; © Fecart: thoſe 
© Traiterovs Fugitives from us to 4rianiſm, 
* wio change ail things in the C hurch, pre- 
© tending to imitate Clift without Diſcre- 
© tion, were the firft Authors amongſt us of 
* Sitting at the Lord's Table ; Contrary to the 
* Rites uſed in all the Reformed Churches 
* throughout Exrope. Therefore we reject 
* this Ceremony, as proper to them who 
* treat as well Chrift as his Sacraments irre- 
« yerently, as Indecent and Irreligious, and 
© very offenſive to well-meaning Pecple. 

It ought to be cbſerved, That this Church 
reckons Sitting a Cer:mory ; and a Ceremony 
of an ili Signification and Original, and 
not uſed by any Protcfiant Church in their 
Time. 

IV. Put I find moſt Pcople acknowiedge 
the R eaſonablenels of this ; and grant, it it 
were lcit to us how we would Keceive.that we 
ought to do it with Ador: tion : Eut, fay they, 
Obedzerice is better than Sacrifice 3 We are Come 
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122 Of Bodily Worſpip. Chap.Iv, 
manded to do what Chrift did, and he in- 
ſtituted, and his Diſciples received it, in a 
Table-poſture; and therefore ſo ought we. 


notwithſtanding the Scriptures, Reaſon, and 


Decency, ſzem to recommend another Po- 
ſture to us. 

Now to this Argument, which is the only 
one [ find brought from Scripture, aad which 
ſeems to prevail with moſt, I Anſwer, 

1. That we are not required, nor 1s it 
convenient to imitate all that Chriſt aid, 
Neither the Time , nor the Number of Re- 
ceivers, nor the Poſture, being Obligatory 
ro us; as appears from St. Paul, 1 Crr. 11. 23. 
who having occation to mention what he 7c- 
ceived of the Lozd , concerning this Sacra- 
ment, mentions only our Saviour's taking 

read, giving Thanks, and Breaking it ; and 
then ſaying, Take, Eat; this is my Bedy, 8c. 
without the Circumſtances of the Number 
of Receivers, his Poſture, or being at Sup- 
per. Nay, that we may not think that this 
had any relation to a Common Supper , or 
the Circumſtances of it, he obſerves , that 
Smpper was done, when he took the Cup. Our 
Saviour's Poſture therefore, whatever it was, 
is no wife Obligatory to us, it not being any 

art of what St. Pau! profeſſes to have recei- 
ved from Chritt concerning this Sacramcnt. 

2. I have already proved, that Religious 
Eating was accompanied witiz Bodz!y Worſhip ; 
an 


” i a. © 


han of yg wo foros x fend 63) nbo F*.2 ft © twin 


wet Aa MY Wwd ; jpg Wh, wv << az F£& £A_ kwud 


gp \ 
SeQ.2. How Pradiifed by our Charch. 123 


and therefore if ic were granted, that we 
were obliged to receive this Sacrament in a 
\Table-Poſture, from the Example of our Sa- 
viour ; yet it would not follow, that we 
ſhould not reccive it Kneeling. *Tis certain 
our Saviour did not Sit, but Lie at Table, 
when he did eat his ufual Meals. Suppoſe 
then he had obliged ns co his Poſture of Eat- 
ing, we ought to Lie, as he did ; but none 
affert the Necefliry of our doing fo, or - 
Practiſe this way, Since tnen all Parties 
change it, ſure we do better, that change ir 
into the Religious way of Eating, recom- 
mended to us 1 the Scriptures, with Adora- 
ration, than others, that change our Saviour's 
way into Sitting, the Common way of our 

Eating. 
3+ We have this further to ſay for our 
Practice, That our Saviour was not at a 
Common Supper when he inflituted this 
Sacrament, bur at the Pailover; which was 
a Sacramental Eating, and had a peculiar 
poſture preſcribed for it, Exod 12.1T And 
though iome think (but without Warrant 
from Scripture) that the Fews did not ob- 
{erve this, yet it is owned they obfcrved 
another, which differed from the Common 
Poſture of Eating, and was reckoned Reji- 
210us. However, 'tis fpoken, that our Sa- 
viour performed this Eating with ſeveral Re- 
Igions Ceremonies that were not in the firſt 
Inſtitution : 
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124 Of Bodily Worſhip, Chap. Ty. 
Inftitution : Such is that we find, Luke 22.17. 
And He took the Cuy, and gave thanks,and ſaid, 
Take this, and divide it among your ſelves. 
ThisCap is different fromtheSacramental Cap, 
which 1s inſtituted ver. 20. And therefore if 
we would imitat2 Chriſt, we ought to eat 
the Lord's: Supper in a way peculiar to it ſelf, 
and different from our Common Meals. 

4. But Fourthly, The full Anſwer to the 
Argument, is, That it goes on a falſe Suppo- 
ſition, That our Saviour inſtituted this Sacra- 
ment in the Common Poſture of Eating. 
Which no wiſe appears in Scripture ; neither 


can it be inferred trom any thing ſaid or inti- 


mated by theEvangelitts,orSt. P2«/,but rather 
the contrary. It'strue, whil'it the Diſciples, 
were Eating, he took Bread ; but atter that, he 
gave Thanks, and bl:jjed it ; and then he brake 
it,and gave it to them : And itis not to be ſup- 
poſed that the Diſciples continued Eating , 
whiPit our Saviour was giving Thanks, and 
Blefling ; that is, Praying. Our Saviour 
theretore, or his Diſciples, were not Eating, 
but giving Thanks, and Praying, whil:: 
this Sacrament was inſtituted ; and tiere- 
fore it waz proper to be done (and, in pio- 
bability, was done by our Saviour) in a 
Thankſgiving and Praying Poſture. Neither 
was there any necefſity to take notice of this 
Change cf Poſture ; tince the Change of the 
Action, from Ezting, to Thank/giving and 
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Bleſſmg, ſufficiently fignifies and” inferrs it. 
There is no notice taken of - our Saviour's 
Riſing at all from the Table, by any of the 
three Evangeliſfs that deliver to us the Inſt itu- 
tion of the Sacrament; and yet it 15 plain , 
from Fehn 13. 4. that he did Riſe from that 
Supper, 'and waſhed his Diſciples Feet, and ſat 
dows again, ver. 12. and ſo he might Riſe to 
Bleſs and Diſtribute the Holy Sacrament : 
And therefore we have no Aſſurance from 
Scripture, that our Saviour inſtituted this Sa- 
crament in a Common Tavle-poſture, rather the 
Contrary ſeems probable. So that He has left 
us at liberty to follow the general Rules of 
Decency and Reaſon, and what the Scrip- 
tures repreſent tous as fit, and practiſed in the 
like Caſes, 

Laſtly, We find the ApoPe ſeverely re- 
proving the Corinthians, tor their Irreverence 
in Recerving this Sacrament ; and threatning 
them with Damnation, tor not difcerning the 
Lord's Body ; that is, for Receiving it as their 
Common Food,without diſtinguithing between 
them by a Reverend and Religious Receiving 
it. And ſure it is but a due Difin#:on be- 
tween 1: and our Common Food, to approach 
the Lord"'s-Table with as much Reverence as 
the Jews did their Altar, at which they never 
far down. 

Upon the whole, I think we do nothing 
in this, or any other Sacred Action, as to 
Boait!y 
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Bodily Worſhip, but what is Warranted and 
Grounded on the: Holy Scripteres 5 and parti- 
cularly as to, what we do at the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, It is as unyuſt to 
ſuſpe& oraccuſe us ofWorlkipping the Lord”; 
Table, or the Elements of Brea! and ne, be- 
caui: we receive them Kneeling, as it were 
to accuſe the Jews of Worſhipping their 4/- 
far Or Sacriftces 5 becauſe they : Worlhipped 
before them, as God Commanded them to 
do, 2 King. 18.22. - I belſeech God to give 
us true Submiſſion and Humility of Heart ; for 
the Outward Expreflions of theſe Inward 
D:/ Poſitions of 11d which our Church has ap- 
pointed by Bodily Worſhip, are certainly ſuch 
as God has approved, and holy Men have 


pradtiled in Scridture. 


SECT 5. IL 


The Prattiſe of the Diſſenters in Boaily 
Worſhip. 


I. A N D now I come to you, my.*r2end;, 
who d:ſcat from Us, to conſider 
bow You pertorm 7s peri of God's Wor- 
ſhip, and to compare Your Principles and 
Pra#4i{cs with what I have repreſented from 
the Holy Scriptures. 
And, Firſt, As to Your Principles, I need 
not tell you, That youdo not allow Bodily Ades 
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ration to be any part of God's Worſhip : Which 
you Cannot bur diſcern to be plainly contrary 
to the Holy Scriptures, that make it the moſt 
proper peculiar Act thereof, as I have ſhewed 
Le Chap. IV. Set. 1. N*®. 1,2, 3. In 
your Conteflion of Faith, Chap. 21. Prayer, 
Reading Scriptures, &c. Singing Pſalms, 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, are 
reckon'd up as Parts of Religious Worſhip , 


but not a Word concerning the Worſhip of 


the Body. Your Direcory doth not only 
leave it cut, but excludes it, by requiring all 
to enter the Aſſembly, and te rake their Seats 
and Places, without Adoration, or bowing theme 
{elves towards one Place or other; thatis, with- 
out Bowing themſelves at all. A Rule di- 
re&tly oppoſite to Natural Realon, as well as 
to the Commands of G:d, and to the Ex- 
amples of hi; Saints: And *tis unconceivable 
how it ſhould be laid down by a Society of 
Men that protetied to believe Chriſt pecu- 
liarly preſent in their Afſemblies ; which yet 
the Authors of your Dzre#ory profels to do, 
in that very place where they forbid all 
Adoration. Let us then, I pray you, com- 
pare their Rule with God's Word : You 
have the Bible in your hand:, and you look 
upon it to be your Privilege to uſe it: The 
Scriptures ſay, O come, let us worſhip, let us bow 
down, let us kneel befure the Lord our Maker. 
Your Dire&ory fays, Let ns exter the Afernbly 

Wit bo: 


without Adoration or Bowmng. Where not- 
withſtanding, it allows, that we in a ſpecial 
manner appear in God's Preſence 
cannot bur ſee, this is not only to lay aſide, 
but to contradict the Rules of Scripture. 


I. Your Pra#ice is conformable to your 


Principles, For, | | 

I. At. your Thankſgivings or Praiſes, you 
neicher Low, nor Stand up. 

2. Whereas We, and the Churches of God 
in all Ages, have uſed to Stand up at the 
Solemn Confetlions of Faith, you have caſt 
out of your Religious Aſſemblies, not only 
this Att of Werſhip, but the Confeſſions of Faith 
themlelyzs ; fo material a Part of the Service 
of God, as appears from Rom. 10.9 10. | 
then ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, 
and jhalt believe 11 thine Heart that God hath 
raiſed him from the Dead, thow (halt be ſaved: 
For with the Heart Man believes unto Rightecuſ- 
nels, ana with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto 
Salvaticn. To profes ſolemnly that we ex- 
pe& no Happineſs but from the good Plea- 
ſure of God, and that we freely acquieſce 
in his Proviſions for us, is no ſmall Evidence 
of the Submitlion of our Minds to God; 
and, upon that Account, may be reckoned 
an Inſtance of External Worlthip, and ac- 
cordingly many of the Pſalms contain ſuch 


| Confeſlions. 


3. You Sit, generally, at your Publick 
Prayers, 4. At 


Surely you - 
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4. At the. Holy bacrament you Sit, not 
only: whilſt you Receive, but likewiſe at the 


- Thankſgiving and Bleſling before :. And your 


Dire&fory umpoſcs this Poſture on Communi- 
cants,' though contrary to Holy Scripture, in 
reſpe& of that Part that concerns the Prayer 
and Thankſgiving ; and withour 'any Com- 
mand , or ſo much as Example from Scrip- 
ture, in reſped of the Sitting at the time of 
Receiving. | 

5. Too many of your Perſivaſion con- 
demn us,, who conform to God's Word, in 
theſe Particulars, as guilty of Superſtition ; 
and endeavour to render our Conformity 
ridiculous; not being content to lay afide 
the Commands of God them{ielves, but endea- 


| vouring likewiſe to condemn and [coff at the 


Obſervation of them in Us. 
In ſhort, I entreat you to conſider ,, 
That you have mt any one Viſible At of 
Adoration amongſt you , in your Alſemovltes , 
excepe we reckon in this Number, Thar 
your Men Uncover their Heads at Prayer ; 
and yet even this is not required by your D:- 
refory. | 
HE. And now let me a while Fxamine 
calmly with you, the PretencesI have met 
with, for laying aſide this Part of God”s Wor- 
ſhip; for it is not probable that any would 


bamſth Adoration out of their Afſemblies, and 


aledze no Reaſonftor their doing fo. 
| K. 


6. Fact 
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1. Firſt therefore, .I find that Place of 


Scripture produced tothis purpoſe, Foh.4.24. 
God is a Spirit; and they that worſhip Him, 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. Some 
think that all Bodily Worſhip is here forbidden, 
and that only the Worſhip of the Spirit or Mind 
is required of us under the Goſpel: Upon this, 
{ome have declared againſt all Churches, or ſe- 
parate Places for Worthip ; Others,againſt all 
Bodily Worſhip 5 Others, againſt all Sacraments; 
Others, againſt all Vocal Prayers, Praiſes and 
Thankſeivings: And even in the Apoſtle's 
time, ſome were againſt all Vi/ible 4ſemblies. 
And indeed, if we underſtand this Place as 
{ome do, Thatail Bodily Worſhip is excluded 
by it, and that it is ſufficient to 7/07ſnip God 
in our Spirits or Minds only, I do not fee but 
a!l thefe are in the right ; and thoſe who 
pretend to be above Ordinances, and worſhip 
God nc-where, are moſt conformable to this Rule; 
and, next to them, the flexr Meetings of the 
Quakers, without Sacraments, without Vocal 
Prejers ot Praiſes, are the moſt, Sprritual Ser- 
wice. Forif other Diſſenters fink Bodily War- 
ſhip, ſuch as Bowing, Kneelmg, &c. unlawful 
or anneceſſary, becauſe they are Ads of the 
Body, and unfir, on that account, to be of- 
tered to God, who is a Spirit z why may 
not the Quabersomit the Sacraments, and the 
Words of the Mouth, which are Outward Things 
2s well as the other? Nay, why ſhould not 

Outward 
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Outward Teaching or Preaching'ceaſe ? ſince 


the Spirit isa ſutficiene Teacher, and has pro- 


miſed us. Heb. 8. 10. 1will put my Laws into 
their Minds, and write them in their Hearts, — 
Ver. 11. And they ſhall not teach every Man his 
Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, &C. 
The Principle and Reaſoning is the ſame in 
all theſe, and will juſtifie the Slent Meetings 
of the Quakers; nay, the Extravagance of 
Thoſe that pretend to be above all Ordinances, 
as well as the Irreverence of other Diſſenters. 
But we ought to interpret Scripture ſo as one 
place may not contradiet another ; andlince the 
Holy Scriptures ſhew us, that God requires our 
Vocal Prayers and Praiſes, our Viſible Sacraments 
and Adoration,we ought not to interpret Wore 
ſhipping in the Spirit 10 as to exclude theſe, but 
rather conclude that they may be offered up 
to God inſuch a manner as to become proper 
tor Spiritual Worſnip,or God would never have 
required them. | 
hen therefore our Saviour repreſents the 
Worſhip He taught the World, as a Worſhip in 
Spirit and Truth, his meaning doubtleſs 13 not 
to exempt us from worſhipp;ng hrs Father with 
our Bodies, whereof He Himſelf has given 
usan Examp'e; but to teach us, 'Thar the 
Outward Atts of Worſhip that we pay to Ged, 
are only Acceptable ro Him, when they prox 
ceed from;and are accompanyed witha hear- 
ty /ubrniſj10n of our Souls þ and that every Act 
2 js 
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132 Of Bodily Worſhip. Chap. TV. 
is more or leſs Acceptable, as it has mote 
orle(5 of ottr Hearts and Aﬀe&tions in it: But 
that Circumſtances of Place, and the like, 
give us no Advantage, and are of no value 
towards making our Worſhip Acceptable. 

This meaning of the Words dire&tly an- 
{wers our S4vicur's deſign, which was to ſhew 
the Samaritau Woman that the time was co- 
ming that the Worſhip offered to God under 
the Goſpe] would be nothing more acceptable 
for being offered at Feruſal:m, or Mount Ge- 
rizim, or any other place : But the Heart 
being right, all Places were alike. Which 
was dire&ly contrary to the Fewiſh Law, 
that allowed no Sacrifice or Oblation to be ac- 
ceptable to God, that was not offered at the 
Temple, and conſeguently their Worſh;p deri- 
ved its acceptance from the Place, and not 
from the Heart alone of him that offe- 
red it, - 

We affirm therefore, as our Saviour has 
here taught us, that it is only from the Heart, 
or Spirit, that our Yeorſhip becomes accepta- 
ble to God, and that the time or place where 
it is offered contributes nothing to'our accep- 
tance: Put that in whatever place, at what- 
ever the, in whatſoever poſture we offer 
up our Spirits and Hearts to God, WG are ac- 
cepted by him. 

But then we ſay likewiſe, a Man who 
neglcAs the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, _— 

avs 


oo a 
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have a good Heart towards God, becauſe he 
breaks his Command ; that ſuch as do not 
take care to provide a convenient and decent 
place, and ſet ic apart for Chriſtians to meet, 
and to perform God's Worſhip in, cannot have 
a value for it ; that ſuch as negle& the Holy 
Sacraments, Want Faith in His Promiſes, as 
well as Obedience to His Commands ; and 
that thoſe who neglect to Y/orſhip him with 
their Body, and to pay outward Reverence 
and Adoration when they come into his pre- 
ſence muſt want inward ſubmiflion of their 
Minds, becauſe they do not approach as he 
requires. If a Man truly Yorſhip God in his 
Spirit, it will oblige him, if able, toperfom 
theſe outward Ads; and it he be not able, 
God doth not require them, 

It is in this, as in Faith, Fam. 2. 18. 
Man may ſay, Thou haff Faith, and I have 
Works : Shew me thy Faith without thy Works, 
and I will (hew thee my Fairh by my Fyrks. At- 
ter the ſame manner a Man may ſay} Thou 
Worſhippeſt God inwardly in Heart and Spirit, 
and I Worſhip him outwardly, and in the face 
of the Church with my Body. Shew me thy 
inward V/:rjhip without bowing, kneeling, or 
other Bodily At of Worſhip, and I will ſhew 


thee my inward Worſhip, and dread of God's 


Majeſty by the /:rſhip of my Body. 
From all which it is maniteſt, that our 0» 
ligation to worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, 
; K doth 


134 Of Bodily Worſhip. Chap.IV, 
doth no more exclude Bodily Worſhip, than 
Faith does exclude Works. 
a The ſecond Pretence I have heard for 
aniſhing of Bodily Adoration is much like 
the firſt. It is alledged, That God has no va- 
le for it 5 and that if our Hearts are humble 
and right with God, no matter whether we ſig- 
nifie it by outward Aﬀtts of Adoration or 10, 
But to this I anſwer, 

1. That God himſelf is the beſt Judge of 
what befits his Majeſty, and ?tis a ſure fign 
that he valueth a thing when he requires it; 
ſince therefore he has Commanded us to ren- 
der him this Bodily Werſhip ; for us to alledge, 
That He doth not walue it, 1s too like ſetting 
up our own Wiſdom above His. 

2. The Words of our Prayers, or Praife, 
and all the Fruits of our Lips, are outward 
things, as well as the geſtures of our Bodre, 
and God values them as little as our proſtrating 
our Bodies before him, when the Heart goes 
not along with them, as appears from 7] 1. 
where he thews his A#herrence, not only of 
Sacrifices, Feaſts and ſpreading forth Hands, but 
likewiſe of Prayers, werſ. 4 And Mark 7. 6. 
This People honoureth me with their Lips, out 
their Heart is far from me, howbeit in vain di 
they Worſhip me, &c, Yet to throw Vocal 
Prayers and Praiſes out of the ſervice of God, 
were abſolutely to deſtroy His YV:/ible Worſhip; 
2nd after the ſame manner to throw out al 
| Qutward 
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Outward Signs of Reverence, ſuch as &neel- 
ing, &C. is a fair Step to it. For the ſame 
God that has ſworn, That every Tongue ſhall 
confeſs unto him, has likewiſe {worn, That evc- 
ry knee ſhall bow unto him, Rom. 14. 11. Both 
therefore are alike required in the Y/oſh/p of 
God, and both alike infignificant when ſea- 
rated from the ſincere concurrence of our 
Hearts. When the Meditations of our Hearts go 
along with the Wordsof our Mouths, they are 
acceptable to God ; and when the ſubmiſſion 
of our Souls goes along with the YVYorſhip of 
our Bodies, it is grateiu] tohim,and valuable in 
his ſight, as all other Acts of Obedience are. 
3. Tho* Bodily VVorſhip in it ſelf were a 
{mall thing, yet the omifiion of it may be a 
great and crying Sin, and a great Contempt 
of Almighty God. Thus eating the forbidden 
Fruit Was in it ſelf a very inconſiderable Or- 
ward Attion, and yet being forbidden, 1t was 
the Ruine of all Mankind. Thus the waſh- 
ing a Man with Water, I the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is in it ſelf no 


. great matter, yet the »i1full omiſſion of it 15 


acknowledged by moſt to be damnable. Thus 
kneeling, or ſtanding at our Prayers, 15 but a 
Circumſtance, yet ſince God has required it, 
and Holy Men recommended it by their Ex- 
ample, to omit it wiltully may be a great fin, 
and render our beſt meant Prayers ineffectual. 
Much more muſt it be finful to condemn, or 

K 4 mock 
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mock at thoſe who practiſe it according to 
Gods Inſticution. 

4. As ſmall a valueas you think God has 
for Outward performance;, yet it is plain , 
that you lay great weight upon the doing, or 
not doing of them. In ans of nece{lity we 
think they may be lawfully omitted ; but 


You are Taught taat in no caſes they may be | 


lawtully practifed. You are Taught rather 
to ſtay at Home, and not to //orfhip God at 
all Puvlickly, than to conform in Outward 
Geitures, or Circumſtances. You are advi- 
{ed rather to abſtaia all your Lives from the 
Lord"s-Sapper than receive it Kneeling - Now 
it you think God does hate them ſo much , 
upon ſuppoſition that he has not required 
them, and accounts them a poilutmg of his 
Ordinance 3; How maſt it diipicate him to 
omic them, if it appearsthat tle has Com- 
manded them, as I think I have made ſuffici- 
ently plain ? 

 F- I intreatyou, my Friends, to 'confider 
That whatever Bod:ly [#0rjj11p be 'n it lelf, yet 
to throw it out of Our Puvlick ifſemblicsis of 
fatal con{equence,fince it doth in a great mea- 
ſure defcat the deſign of them. The great de- 
ſign of Pulick Worſhip is,Firſt,To ſignifv, and 
Teilify to the/Porld, the Senſe and Belict we 
have of the Beirg, Power and Providence of 
God, To dechure his Nezzne to our Bre: bzen, and 
in the mid;z of the Chinch to ſi g- raije unto 
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bim, Heb. 2. 12. And Secondly to be a means 
to beget, ſtir up, 2nd preſerve this ſence and 
belief in one another, Heb. 10. 25. To both 
theſe ends, Bodily and External WH hip do 
very much contribute ; and 'tis hardly pofli- 
Ele to attain either of them without it. For 
we cannot ſee into one anothers Hearrs. and 
therefore we mult fignifie our ſence and be- 
lief of God in the Pablick -ſ[i17-vires , either 
by Words or A4&icns, andit pottible, by ſuch 
as are peculiarly appointed by Ged to this pur- 
poſe. But in your Meetings:there is no Obli- 
gation On any one to ſignitie his Concurrence 
with the Congregation in any Ordinary Ad& 
of Worſhip, ether by Word or Geſture, and 
therefore this end of Publick Ajſemblies is ut- 
terly deteared by you. © Your Dire& ery does 
not require, or all»w the People fo much as 
to ſgnihe their aſſent by adding an Amer to 
the Prayers or Thankſgivings there offered : 
But on the contray, you ridicule thoſe that 
practiſe itpuriuantto the Directions and Ex- 
amples in Scripture. And asto Geſtures, fuch 
as kneeling, jtanding, or bowing the Body, &&C. 
you condemn them all as Relis of 7dulatry , 
or Superſtitzon. "There remains theretore in 
your Aflemblies nothing whereby the Pco- 
ple may teſtific their Belict, or aftent to what 
they hear, which was one deſign of the 
Mecting. Thus by turning all Bed:ly Werjiip 
Out of Four Aſſemblies, veu have made void 
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this great end of them, and left no viſible di- 
ſtintion whereby any one may ſignifie whe- 
ther he afſents to the Worſhip that 1s offered , 
or diſſents from it. The whole 4ſembly be- 
ing to one another meer Speators and Hear- 
ers, not Foint-Waorſhippers. 

As to the other end of Publick Worſhip , { 
which is to keep alive, and ſtir up our Aﬀ -'\ 
ations ; you cannot but own that the omiſli- 
on of this outward Worſhip is a great hin- 
drance to it. For it muſt needs be a great 
check to Devotion to ſee a Man come into 
the preſence of God in a Chriſtian Ajſembly , 
with leſs Reverence, or ſhew of reſped, 
than into the preſence of an Ordinary Supe- 
rior ; and behave himſelf lefs civilly there, 
than he would do in a Court of Fuſtice. And 
lee people pretend what they will, That can 
never be ſuitable Worſhip to God, which 
would be rudeneſs to a Fudge. And there- 
fore the Quakers att much more reaſonably, 
who refuſe to take off their Hats, or pay Bo- 
dily Worſhip to Mcn , than other Diſſenters , 
who pay it to Her, and refuſe it to God. For 
todoſo, muſt naturally tend to diſtinguiſh 
the awe and ſenſe we ought to have of His 
Majeſty, and the belicf of his peculiar pre- 
ſence in our 4//emblies, and it is much to bc 
teared, that this proceeds too often from the 
want of f{uch awe, 
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6. To conclude, There. is a Language of 
Geſtures rather more ſignificant and moving 
than that of the Tongue ; and he muit have 
a peculiar make of Mind, that is not more 

wakened and affected by ſeeing a whole Cor- 
Wt etepnns on their Knees, With their Hands and 
Eyes lift up to Heaven ; than to ſee them ſit- 
ting or leaning, whilſt their Petitions are of- 
fering up to God. Words theretore and Ge- 
{tures being only different parts of the Lan- 
guage whereby we expreſs andcommunicate 
our Thoughts and Aﬀections to one another, and 
Both being recommended to us by Nature, and 
Commanded by Scripture, to be uſed in the 
Worſhip of God, he who lays aſide Geſtures , 
does fin againit the Commandment of God, as 
well as he that lays afide Words, TI hear- 
tily with You, and all Diſſenters, wou'd con- 
ſider this : V Vhich if you did, I aſſure my felt 
y0u would perceive this tabe a Matter of ſome 
moment ; and neither condemn our Bodily Adc- 
rations, NOT ceutinice your own (What I muſt call) 
Irreverence, 

3. But, Thirdly, Some alledge, for their 
omitting. this Part of God's Werſhip , That 
they do not condemn Bodily Adoration in his Ser- 
vice 3 but that to Stand up and Kneel in the Cor- 
gregation, is [o troublesſom to them, that t hey judge 
they are better omitted, 

To which I Anſwer, That I verily believe 
that theſs Perſons do give the true —_— 
(© 
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of this Practice. For, as it has been ſhewn 
before, *twas of old the Reaſon of People's 
Negled&ting God's Service , and Matter of 
their Complaint againſt it, That it was a 
2earineſs, Mal. 1. 13. But ſure, 'tis no leſs 
a Sin, tO lay aſide the. Commandments of God, 
for our Eaſe, than to change them for the 
Traditions of Men. "Tis an Effe& of our Na- 
tural Corruption, to defire to ſerve God with 
that which coſts us nething, and without trou- 
ble ; and moſt are willing to fave their Pains, 
as well as their Money, in his Service. But 
this is a certain ſign that they have little 
Heart and Aﬀedction to it : H they had, it 
would not ſeem a trouble to them to ſhew it, 
by all the Outward Demonſtrations that the 
Scriptures recommend tous. A devour Heart 
bows the Body, bends:the Knees, and lifts up 
the Hands in Prayer, without any trouble, 
And they have reaſon to ſuſpect their own 
Hearts , that find theſe Demonſtrations of 
Reverence .to their Creator and Redeemer, 
Uneafie to them. 

This very Pretence ought to ſhew you, That 
it is the Negligence and:Dead-heareednels of 
People towards God?s Service, that haz baniſhed 
thelz Bodily Adorations out of ic. We thin 


it no Diſadvantage to our Church, that we\ 


are forc'd to acknowledge, That your Way 
of Werſhip-is much Eaſter than ours, to ſuch as 


are preſent at'it ; it being much leſs trouble 
to 
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to a Man that has no Value. for Rel: gion, to 
come into an Aſfembly, and there /ir down, 
and lap his Cloak about him, without heing 
obliged to any I/erd or Geſture that may di- 
ſturb his Sleep, or TYorldl; Thoughts, than to 
be under an Obligation every moment to ſigni- 
fie his Attention by fome Word or Geſture, un- 
der the Penalty of being remarked by the 
whole Congregation for his Negligence and 
Irreverence; which is the caſe in our AC 
ſemblies ; and, tis to be feared, 15 the Rea- 
fon that ſome leave us, and go where they 
may be at Eafe and Negligent more ſe- 
curely. 

4. T confeſs, in the Fourth place, There 
are ſome that excuſe themſelves more hand- 
ſomly, for not Kneeling at their Prayers, +. 
Say they, We want Conveniency, we have no 
room to Kneel. 

To theſe we Anſwer, That where ſich a 
thing is omitted out of Neceſſity, not Negli. 
gence Or Contempt, we believe God will not 
__ ittothem, neither do we accuſe them 

or it. - 

| But then we cannot but obſerve; that this 
& not the general Reaſon of” Omitting this 
Part of God's Worfhip among you, For, 

1. Firſt, It is not your Couftom to Knee) 
in. your Publick Worſhip, though you have 
Conveniency, as is manifeft from rhe Pra- 
Ricein all your Meetings; tnwhich T coold 

never 
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never learn that any one Kneeled : on the 
G_—_— you condemn Us who do. 

2. When you want Conventenc y for Kneel- 
ing, you might Standat your Prayers; winch 
isa Scripture-poſFure as well as Kneeling. You 
might 402 your Bodies when you come into 
God's Preſence ; you might continue Unco- 


wered whilſt in it : But you omit all theſe, a9— 


well as Kneeling ; and thereby plainly ſhew, 
that your Neglect in this Point, is an Effet 
of Cioice, not Neceſſity. 

3. If Krceling at Publick Prayers be a Duty, 
we are obliged to provide Comveniency for it; 
for it is certainly a Sin, to ſuffer any Part of 
God”s Service to be omitted , for want of 
Care. It is as caſie to provide Conveniency 
for Kneeling, as for Sitting, in Peblick Aſſem- 
blies : And if we conſider how Careful moſt 
People are to provide Seats for their Eaſe, 
and how Negligent to make any Provilion 
for Kneeling; *Tis but too maniteſt a Sign 
(whatever 15 pretended) that they are much 
more zealous for their Eaſc, than for. the 
Service of God. 

But what Conveniency is it that Men de- 
ſire? Ir is eafje for them to have as much 
Conveniency as St. Pau! and his Congrega- 
tion had, when they &+ee/ed on the Shore, 
AZ. 20. If they had the Devorion of Saint 
Paul, they would not fail to. imicace his Ex- 
ample : Be ye followers (laith he) of me, as 1 
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am of Chriſt. St. Paul followed the Example 
of Chriſt in this Particular ; and ſurely we 
ought to follow his,except we think our ſelve; 
grown Wiſer than he was, or preferr our 
Eaſe to our Duty. 

But the Truth of the Matter , as it ſeems 
to me, 1s, That your NegleRing to Kneel at 
the moſt ſolemn ot all Chriſtian Ordinances, the 
Lord's- Supper , does harden you againſt Re- 
werence in the other Parts of Divine Worſhip. 
And it is no wonder it ſhou'd do ſo; for if 
Reverence be not thought Neceſfary in that 
ar. it may yell ſcenz Unneceſſary in any 
other. 


CHAP. 


(144). 
GHAP. V. 
Of the Lord's Supper. 


SEC T.-L 


What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe comer 
ing the Frequency of Celebrating it. 


I. H E Fifth Main and Subſtantial Part 

of the ordinary Worſhip of God, in the 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, is, the Celebration of the 
Lord's-Snyper. It is not to be expected that 
I ſhould treat concerning the Preparation 
requiſite in the Receivers, or any of thoſe 
other Circumſtance; which are generally 


agreed on as neceſſary in this Matter, and 


concerning which ſo many excellent Trea- 
tiſes are exrant. I ſhall confine my ſelf to 
one Point, and that is the Freq:ency of it, as 
a Publick 4 of Worſhip 5 and Examine, Firſt, 
What the I#itution and Prattice of the Church 
of God, in Scripture, teach us, as to this Par- 
ticular. Secondly, Compare our Prat: 
therewith. And, Thirdly, The Pra#ice of 
thoſe who differ from ns. 

As to the Frequency of Celebrating the Lord's 
Supper, T find many People of Opinion, "That 
the Scriptures have determined nothing in it; 

an 
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and that therefore it is intirely left to the 
Diſcretion of the Amiſfters, how often they 
will Celebrate it, and to the People's, how 
often they will receive it : And that on this 


| Account, every one is left to judge for him- 


ſelt, when he will be a Parcaker of it, as he 
thinks it moſt for his Comfort and Edification ; 
which makes the Celebration and Receiving it 
ſo Arbitrary a thing, that many never ryecezve 
itatall. And the Univerſal Negle& of it 
is become one of the Crying Sins of theſe 
Kingdoms, and a great Objedtion againſt the 
Reformation. 

But if we conſider the 7»/#itution of this 
Sacrament, it will help us to paſs a right Judg- 
ment, as tO the Obligation of the Frequency 
that lies on us. I ſhall endeavour to make 
this plain in the following Particulars, 


1. Our Saviour, when he had bleſſed, broken, 
and de/;vered the Bread to his Diſciple, Com- 
manded them to Take, Eat, and Do This, 
that they ſaw Him do, i» Remembrance of 
bim: And when He had Bleſſed the Cup, and 
given it to them, he Commanded them to 
Drink all of it ; and as often as they Drink it, 
to do it in Remembrance of him, 1 Cor. 11. 26. 
Now I conceive the mo{t Natural Interpre- 
tation of theſe Words pf our Saviour, Do 
This in Remembrance of * and This do Ye as 
often as you drink it, in s RE: of 14e, to 
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be, as if he had ſaid, © We have now Ce- 
© lebrated together the Fewiſh Paſſover in 
© Remembrance of our Fore: fathers delive- 
* rance out of Egypr. Burt I am about to 
<« purchaſe for you by my Death a much 
* more glorious deliverance from the ſlavery 
« of Sin, and the power of Hell. And I 
* order you for the future to do this (which 
* you ſee done by Me) in Remembrance of 
*& Me, .as what you have hitherto done, has 
© been in Remembrance of your Delive- 
* rance out of Egypt. From this I"/titution 
it appears, 

T7. That the Lord*s-Supper is ſubſtituted in 
the place of the Paſſover, which was Com- 
manded by the Law to be Celebrated once 
in.the Year ; and that in a place appoin- 
ted by God, where all Trae! were to allemble 
for it. 

2, That Our Saviour has confin'd us.to no 
Place, or prefixt time for the Celebration of 
bis Supper that ſucceeds it 5 which makes it 
much more eaſie for us to obſerve it, and 
renders us much more inexcuſable if we neg- 
lect it. | 
3. Since Our Saviour has taken off the 
Confinement to Time and Place, that made 
the Paſſover ſuch a Burthen. It follows that 
they who Celebrate y ſeldomer than the Fews 
did their.Paſſover, mMt needs have lels regard 
tw the memory of Chriſt's Death, and the 
deliverance 
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deliverance wrought by it, than the Jews 
had to their Deliverance out of Egypt : 
There being no other imaginable reaſon that 
can tempt them to negle& purifying them- 
ſelvez for this ſolemnity of Worſhip, and tre- 
quenting it, but the deadneſs of their Hearts 
towards Chrift, and the want of Serſe , 
Gratitude and Lowe towards their Maſter. 

4. Chriſt's poſitive Command to Ds this 
in Remembrance of Him, &c. muſt oblige us 
in ſome Times, and in ſome Circumſtances : 
And there can be no better way of determi- 
ning when Wwe are obliged to do it, than by 
obſerving when God in his goodneſs give us 
Opportunity, for either we are then obliged 
to doit, or efe we may chooſe whether we 
will ever do it or no ; there being no better 
means of determining the frequency, than 
this of Goa's giving us the opportunity. And 
the ſame Rule holding in all other general , 
poſitive Commands, ſuch as in thoſe that 
oblige us to Charity, we may be ſure ic holds 
likewiſe in this. Therelore whoever flights, 
or negleds any Opportunity of Recerwirg , 
which God affords him, does fin as certainly 
as hewho being enabled byGd to pertorman 
At of Charity , and invited by a fic Ob- 
jet, negledts to Relieve him, or ſhuts up 
his Bowels of Compaſlion againſt him ; con- 
cerning whom the Scripture affures us, That 
the Love of God dwells not in him: And the 
L 2 Argument 
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Argument is rather ſtronger againſt him who 
negles this Holy Sacrament ; for how can 
it be ſuppoſed that Man has a true love 
for his Saviour, or a due ſenſe of his /uffe- 
rings who refuſes, or negle&s to remember 
the greateſt of all Benefits, in the eaſieſt man- 
ner, tho* Commanded to do it by his Redeem- 
&, and invited by a fair opportunity of God's 
own offering. 

5. It is manifeſt that if it be not our on 
Fuult;, we may have an Opportunity every 
Lord's Day when we meet together ; And 
therefore that Church is guilty of laying a- 
ſide this Command, whoſe Order of Worſhip 
doth not require and provide for this Pra- 
&ice. Chriſt's Command ſeems to lead us 
direly toit : For, Do this in remembrance of 
Ale, implies that Chriſt was to leave them 
that they were to meet together after he was 
g0nec ; and that he required them to remem- 
ber him at their Meetings whilſt he was ab- 
{:nt. The veryDeſiga of our Publick Meet- 
ings On the Lord"s-day, and not on the Few- 
ih Sabbath, is to remember, and keep up in 
our Minds a ſ{enie of what Chriſt did and ſut- 
f:red for us, til} He come again ; and this we 
are obliged to do, not in ſuch a manner as 
our own Invention \uggeſts, but by ſuch means 
as Chriſt himſelf has preſcribed to us ;, that 1s, 
by celebrating this Holy Sacrament. 


Ic ſeems then probable from the very ſti-. 
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tution of this Sacrament, that our Saviour de-: 
ſigned it ſhould be a part of God's Service , 
in all the. ſolemn Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, as 
the Paſſover was in the Yearly Afﬀemblies of 
the Fews.. To know therefore how often 
Chirſt requires us to celebrate this Fzaſt, we 
have no. more to do, but to enquire how of- 
ten Chriſt requires us to Meet rogerher z that 
is, at leaſt every Lord*s>Day. : 

IT. And the fame is farther manifeſt , in 
the ſecond place, froni the Examples of the 
Apcftles, -and of the Churches f God 1n the 
New Teſtament. They cannot be ſuppoſed 
but to have wnderftood what Chriſt meant by 
theſe Words, Do this im remembrance of Me ; 
and if it appears that they did make this 
Feaſt a conitant part of their Ordinary Worſhip, 
we may ſafely conclude, That Chir# meant 
it ſhould be ſo. And here tis obſervable ; 
That we do not find any ſolemn ſtated Mecting of 
Chriſt ians for Worſhip in the whole New Teſt a- 
ment without it. oy 

At firſt the Diſciples had their Mectings 
every Day, and then they likewiſe daily re- 
ceived this Sacrament, : Atts 2. 46. And thy 
continued daily with one Accord in the Temple , 
and in breakigdg Bread from Houle to Hou't ; 
And St. Paul ſuppoſes that their Mecting to- 
gerher was on purpoſe, and with expres 
Deſign to Celebrate this Feaſt, 1 Cor. 10,20, 
IWhen ye come together therefore iato one place, 
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this is not to eat the Lord"s-Supper ; which in 
timates, That one main Deſign of their co- 
ming together, was and ought to have been , 
fo eat the Lord's Supper 5 tho? by their mif- 
behaviour they ſo corrupted the Ordinance , 
that it could not be called His Snpper. 

If one ſhould now reprove Ghriſtians , 
whom. they obſerve to miſ-behave themſelves 
in Church, in theſes Words : When yau. come to- 
gether into one place, this is not to bear the VVord 
of God Preached to you ; for on? is Talking, and 
another is Sleeping: VVowd notevery Body 
conclude, - Fhat in the Opinion of the Repre- 
wer, the Hearing the /Vord of God Preached, 
ought to be one End of their coming toge- 
ther ? ' And then ſurely the Apoſtles ſaying 
that hen you come together into one place, ibis 
i not to. eat the Lord's Supper, &C. gives us 
ground to conclude, that in his Opinion, 


Eating the Lord's Supper ought to be one. con- 


ſtant End of our coming together. V Vhich 
is further manifeſt from the Advice he gives 
them, Verſ. 33. Wherefore, my Brethren , 
when ye come iogether to eat, tarry one for another. 
OneEnd therefore of their coming together , 
was, as Children come together in a Fami- 
ly at Meal-time, that is, to be fed at their 
Father's Table : For what the Apoſtle called 
in the former Verſe, coming together into 
one pace; inthis Verſe he calls,coming toge- 
#her to eat; intimating, that a main yo of 
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their coming together to one place, was 
fo ear: | 

3. When the Meeting of Chriftians came 
to be fixed to the Fir/# Day of the Week, or 
the Lord's Day, the. Breaking of Bread was 
likewiſe brought to the fame Day : So At#s 
20. 7. And upon the firſt Day of the Week, when 
the Diſciples came together to break Bread, Paul 
preached unto them. From which words we 
may conclude two. things : Firſt "That the 
Firſt Day of the Week was the Diſciples 
time of Publick V Vorſhip. Secondly, That 
the Breaking of Bread, or celebrating the 
Holy Euchariſt, wasa part of that V Vorſhip. 
The Scripture 13 as plain for the one as the 0- 
ther. There have been ſome Diſputes rai- 
ſed about Changing the Day of Worſhip from 
the Laft to the. Firft Day of the Week, and 
this place is ufually produced to juſtifie the 
Change ; and ſure the ſame place is as clear 
for the Celebration of the Lord*s-Supper on 
that Day, as for the Obſervation .of. the Day it 
ſelf, inftead of the Sabbarh. And therefore 
whoever wilfully paſſes the Lord'c- Day with- 
out it,” doth not obſerve it as the Scriptures 
from the Practice of the Difciples, dire& 
us to do.- | 4 

4. I have endeavoured all along to confine 
my ſelf ro the plain words of Scriprure, and 
to uſe ſuch Arguments only, as the meaneſt 
Perſons might be able to judge of from their 
L 4 Bibles : 
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Bibles: Yet in a Controverted place, of Scrip- 
ture Concerning the meaning of a Com- 
mand of Chrift, relating to ſome poſitive Du- 
2 , I take the conſtant practice of the Church 
rom the Apoſtles downward, to be a good 
means of determining the ſence of it : and as 
there is not any Example of a ſtated Aſſem- 
bly for Worſhip in the New-Teftament -with- 
out the Lord";-Supper, Jo T think there is not 
any Example of that Nature in all Antiquity. 
For the truth of which, I appeal to thoſe that 
/ are skill'd in it. The nearer we come to the 
Apoſtles, we ſhall {till find the Lord"s-Snpper 

\ the moce punctually obſerved, as a conſtant 
part of the Ordinary Service of the Church : 
And *tis remarkable, that when firſt ſome 
who had been preſent at the Prayers and 
Preaching of the Church began to go away 
from the Publick Aſſemblies without Receiving 
(which was a corruption that came in about 
3co Years after Chriſt) it was looked on as 

ſo great an Innovation .and breach of the 
Scripture-Rule, that the Church decreed who- 
ſoever was guilty of ir ſhould be Excommu- 
nicated. <o, particular]y the Ninth of thoſe 
commonly called the Canons of the Apoſtles, R 
and the fecond Cann of the Council of Antioch. tc 
Thus the Practice of the Church continued c 
for many Ages. And tho” the generality of Þ 
Men ccuid not be perſuaded conſtantly to al 
partake of the L: 7d 5-Supper, after the Dif 
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cipline-of: the Church was diſſolved, and the 
Piety of Men began to cool, yet ſtill it was 
Celebrated on the Lord"s-Day, according to 
the finit ſettled Practice of the Church. 

5. And indeed the corrupt pradtice of the 
ſolitary. Mafles;of the Pap:{#s is a further evi- 
dence of its being counted Originally a part of 
the ordinary Worſhip of Ged, 1 think it is con+ 
tefled by all, even by the Papi/ts themſelves, 
that thoſe Maſles.. had their Original from 
the univerſal corruption and negligence of 
Chriſtians ; for whilſt the People had either 
Piety or Zeal, they communicated with 
the Biſhop, or . Minitters, in every 4/embly, 
at leaſt a comperent number of them : Bur 
when Piety and Devotion were in a manner 
loſt in''the corrupt Ages of the Church, it 
came to pals, that tho' the Miniſter C onfe- 
crated the Elements. every Lord*s-day, accor- 
ding to the Example of the Holy Scriptures, 
and Antiquity, yet he could prevail with few 
or none to 1eceive with him, but was often 
forced to receive alone. This was a great 
Corruption and a falling from the Scriprure- 
precedent ; but the Reman Church inſtead of 
Reforming the Abuſe, by obliging the People 
to reccive as formerly, . corrupted her Prin- 
ciples. as well as Practice, and decreed it 
lawfui and fuifcient for the Prieft to receive 
alone. Y t this abuſe ſhews us what ſhouid 
be, and what has keen the jradice ; and that 
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the Church has conſtantly reckoned the Loxd's- 
Supper, as an ordinary part of Publick VWor- 
foip in Chriſtien Afſemblies on folkemn Days ; 
and ſure then to lay it aſide can'be termed no 
leſs than an Þventio» of. our own, firice we 
can neither in Scripture,: or in the Church of 
God for 1400 Years together, (which'is a ſuf- 
ficient Commentary on the Scripture Text) 
produce one Example of: a ftated ſolemn 
Chriſtian Afembly without it. : 


SECT. IL 
The Praitice of Our Church as to Fre- 


quent Communions. 


LF ing thus confider'd the Rules and 
. 4 + Examples that the Scriptures afford us 
in this point, let us in the fecond place. com- 
pare the Rules and Pratices of Our Church 
with this, Pattern, I will not pretend that 
they come fully up to it; this being the moſt 
defective part of the Reformation; but I doubt 
not, on view;.it will appear, that Our Church 
comes nearer the Scripture precedent, than 
perhaps any. other. | 


*T'was the deſign of the Refoymation to. 


thraw out the corruptions. of the Church of 
Rome, and to bring things back to what was 
practiſedin the Apoſtles time, and in the purer 
Agesof the Church, And as to the' preſcnc 
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pointbeforeus; Qur Reforwers found two cor- 
ruptions crept in by time: The firſt was, 
That the Prief. received the - Lord'-Supper 
alone, without the people, which deſtroyed 
the Nature of this Holy Sacrament, as a Com+ 
union; The tecond was, That the People 
thought thay had. ſafficiently- obſerved the 
Lurd's-day i they faw Maſs, without under- 
ftanding it, or receiving. - Qus Church there+ 
fore to Reform the firſt of theſe, Ordains, 
That there ſhall be no Communian except 4 
(or 3 at the leaſt) Communicate with thg 
Prieſt. So where 3 are willing to Receive, 
the Miniſters may proceed to. the Holy Come 


mn710n Every Lord "5-day. For -gur Saviour has 


promiſed that. Hbere 10 or three are met tor 
gether he ill be im the midjh of, them. 

; Three therefore make a Congregation, and 
bave a Title ro the Ordinances of Chrift ; and 
there is no reaſon that the Obſtinacy or Neg- 
ligence of others ſhould hinder ſuch as are 
willing from Wa:ſhipping God, according to 
| bis Int irution 5 and therefore Our Church has 
taken care to provide for them, -by Ordering 
that ſome part of the Communion-Service be 
read every Lord's-dzy 3 both with defign to 
put all People in mind of their Duty, and 
to accommodate ſuch as can þe prevail'd on 
herein to live up to the Rules of Scriprare, 
and the practics of the Primitive Church. 
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2. *Tis Ordered, That im' Cathedral and 
Collegiate Churches and Colleges where there 
are many Prieſts and Deacons, they ſhall. all 
"zip the Communion every Sunday at ' the 
leaſt. 
' 2. That every -Pariſhoner ſhall Communi- 
cate at leaſt three times in the Year, whereof 
Faſter to be one ; and ſurely ſuch as cannot 
fit themſelves ſo often, muſt, in their own 
Opinion, be-out of the ſtate of Grace, and 
deſerve to be Excommunicated by the 
Church. | | 


4. Laſtly, As''to our Practice we have. 


prevailed ſo far; that Univerfally the Lord's: 
Supper is Celebrated Thrice every Year; and 
where either our Perſwaſions, Arguments; 
or Entreaties can prevail with our People, 
we have Monthly Communions ; and in 
Cities and large Towns, by the changing the 
Monthly Days in ſeveral Churches, People 
that are devoutly diſpoſed, have Opportuni- 
ties of Receiving Weekly :+ And we have 
reaſon to bleſs God that our Church wants 
not ſome, and IT hope TI may ſay many 
ſuch. 2 TH 
5.. Upon the whole, ic muſt be confeſ- 
ſed, That to ho'd Solemn Aſſemblies of 
Chriſtians withour Communicating, is a 
corruption of Pepery, and came in by diffo- 
lution of Manners, and ſlackning of the 
Diſcipline of the Church ; and tho? we have 
| not 
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not been able to Root-ourt and Reform this 
Popiſh Practice intirely, yet we have done 
our Endeavour; and, by God's Blefling, 
may ſay we have. made ſome progreſs in 
it ; infomuch that if we take that for 
Ordinary which has a conſtant fixed time 
for its Obſervation 3 the Holy Sacrament 
is an Ordinary part of our publick Service of 
God. 

And I verily perſwade my ſelf, That by 
God's Affiſtance we ſhould have brought our 
People before now to the Scripture-Order of 
conſtant Weekly Communicating, had not 
the Ill Example and Obſtinacy of thoſe that 
ſeparate from our Church, encouraged them 
in their Negligence, and weakened our Diſ- 
cipline : For our Church orders Non Commu- 
nicants to be preſented and puniſhed ; and 
our Miniſters do not generally flatter the Peo- 
ple in their Sin, or diiſemble their Duty in 
this point; but frequently and earneſtly, by 
Sermons, Admonitions, and Treatiſes purpoſely 
publiſhed to this intent, preſs them to it; and 
therefore we are blameleſs before God and 
Man, Nor is it our Fault that the practice 
of our People is not Reformed, according 
to the Pattern of the Apoſtolick Church, and 
the Rules of our Own : So that we cannot be 
accuſed of laying aſide the Commandments of 
Ged, or of teaching any Dodtrine of our ow» 
Irvention, in this particular ; tho? we are yet 
t02 
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too far ſhort of the Primitive Pradice and 
inſtitution. 


SECT. III. 


The Prattife of the Diſſenters about Fre« 
quency of Communicating. 


L I Come now (according to my former 

Method) to Ts , my Friends, who 
Diſſent from us, and intreat You to Examine , 
with Ae, your Principles and Practice, by 
theſe Scripture-Rules and Examples : And 
here fir{t I muſt obſerve to you, That you 
have no fixt or ſet Times for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of this Sacrament z on the contrary , 
your Direfory orders, That the times how often 
rhis is to be Celebrated may be conſidered and de- 
termined by the Miniſters and otherChurch-Gover- 
nour sof each Congregation, as they ſhall find moſt 
convenient for the Comfort and Edification of the 
People committed to their charge : By which 
Rule, the Lord's-Saupper is Excluded from be- 
ing any ordinary conſtant part of God's 
Service;it being referred to the Diſcretion of 
the 14mifters and Elders of each Congregation 
to determine, as in other occaſional things , 
how often the People ſhall have the comfort 
of it. . It had been as reaſonable to reterr it 
to their Diſcretion how often the People 
ſhou'd have the comfort of Hearing the 
criptures 
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Scriptures read, of joyning in the Praiſes of 
God, or in Prayers to Him 5 which yet they 
determine they are obliged to every Lord"s-Day. 
Had they made the ſame Rule for the Holy 
Communion, they had, indeed, conformed 
to the Scripture-Precedent, and might have 
pretended to ſome Reformation : But to 
leave the Celebration of this Feaſt altoge- 
ther Diſcretionary, I have ſhewed to be 
dire&tly againſt what we find practiſed in 
Scripture. | 
II. V Vhereas itisa Corruption of Pbpery, 
to ſuffer the People to be preſent at the Pub- 
lIickAffemblies for V Vorthip and Celebration 
of the Lord*s-Supper, without being obliged to 
Receive; your Teachers, inſtead of endea- 
vouring to Reform this Abuſe and Innovation, 
have fallen into another Pradtiſe as unprece- 
dented in Seri»ture, the Excluding this Sa- 
crament intirely from.your Ordinary ſolern 
Meetings, And truly, in this Point, -you 
ſeem more inexcuſable than the Papi/?s theme 


 felvez; for the Papifs order the Elements to 


be Confecrated every Lord's-Day, and di- 
{tributed to thoſe that deſire it : But your 
Teachers neither Offer it to the People, nor In- 
vite them to it ; nay, fo farare they* from it, 
that they do not fo much as afford an Oppor- 
tunity to thoſe that defire to be conſtant Re- 
ceivers : V Vhich is plainly co multiply che 
Abuſes introduced by -Popery, inſtead of Re- 
forming them. IL. They 


ITE. They rarely preſs their People to Com- 
municate : They have few Sermons or Diſcourſes 
to that purpoſe ; and many of them condemn 
our Zeal, for endeavouring to reſtore the 
conſtant Communion precedented in Scrip- 
cure. 

I muſt farther make you ſenſible, that your 
Practice is yet worſe than your Principles. 
Your Dzreftory owns, that the Communion, or 


Supper of the Lord, is frequently to be Celebra- - | 


ted, &c. But it fares with this, as with all 
other indefinite Rules ; they ſignifie only, 
that People may do what they pleaſe in the 
Caſe. No body can certainly tell what fre- 
quently, many, often, Or convenient, fſignihie ; 
and therefore , where only theſe Words 
are uſed in a Rule, it is little better , than 
to have no Rule -at all, as appears in this 
very Caſe : For, when Peop/e were relaxed 
from the particular and certain Rules of 
our Church, by the firſt breaking off of 
thoſe of your Perſwaſicn from us, the Lord's- 
Supper was Jad aſide wholly, for feveral 
Years, by. ſome Congregations; and at Jaſt 
t00 many came to look on it as a Matter of 
no conſtant Neceſlity. I appcal to Tug, whe- 
ther it 1s not yet reckoned a great thing 
among many of you, if once in a Year or 
two a Communion be celebrated in one of 
your Meetings : nay, among ſome of you, 
1t is often omitted for ſeveral Years toge- 
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ther ; and in ſome Places, for ten or more. 


I fear I may ſay, Your People generally have 


too little Senſe of the Obligation or Receiving it 
at all ; and your Miniſtess indulge them /o far 
inthis Corruption, that a Man mak live com- 
fortably amongſt you, and with the Reputation of 
a Profeſſor, to Thirty-or Forty Years of Ape, 
and-- never Receive at all : And by the beſt 
Enquiry I cou'd make, I cou'd not compute 
that Orze in Ten that go to your Meetings ever 
Receive, through the whole courſe of their Lives, 
notwithſtanding Chr//*s poſitive Command 
to do it in remembrance of Him. So unhappily 
are Men over-ſeen in laying aſide the Com:- 
mands of God, for their Own Inventions, 1 
ſhould be glad to find that I weremiftaken in 
this Computation : Inthe mean time, you muit 
give me leave to tell you plainly, That this 
Practiſe of Rare or No Communion, is fo pecu- 
liarly your own, that I think you are altogether 
ſmgular in it; and are fo far trom having any 
Precedent for it in Ecripture, that I doubt 
whether any Precedent can be found for you, 
even amongit the moſt degenerated or Bar- 
barons People that ever called themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, 


And therefore, if you have either any. 


true Regard for Scripture, or Reverence ſor 
the Conſtant and Univerſal Practice of the 
Church of God. You ought to refie& upon jour 
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Practice herein; and cenſider how You can 
anſwer it to God, or your Conſciences. 
I will not Examine the Reaſons, common- 
ly given for your Omiſltons in this weighty 
Afﬀair, ſince 1t is manifeſt no Reaſon of Man's 
Invention ought to be admitted for dire& D:/- 
obedience to Chriſt”s Command. If you are Chri- 
ſtians in earneſt, you ought, as often as you 
have Opportunity, to remember the great 
Love of Our Lord and Maſter, as he has 
Commanded ; And your Miniſters ought to 
take care to afford you frequently ſuch Oppor- 
tunities, If you or they negle&t this, I do 
not ſee how you can with Reaſon inſiſt fo 
much on the Purity and Obſervation of Chriſt's 
Inſtitution. 
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' CONCLUSION. 


Parts of rhe Publick Worſhip of God ;, and 

hope) jn all of them have made good 
what I. firſt undertook. ; and ſhewed, that 
there needs no more to juſtifie the Publick 
Service of our Chuxch, than to compare it 
with the Rules and Examples of Scripture. 1 
have only a few Wards to add, by way of 
Concluſiop,, tixſt to my Brethren of the Clergy, 
and then to the Lex#y who are under my 
Charge, | 


] Have gone through the Five Principal 
( 


To the Conformins C LERG YT 
of DERRY. 


I. N D Firſt, as to you, My Brethren, 

that are of Oar Communion, and own 
My Authority, let Me, as a Brother, and a 
Fellow-Labourer, Exhort you to be Thank- 
ful to God, thathas Entruſted you with ſuch 
an Excellent Miniſtry and Service ; which 
being -builr on ſo ſure a Foundation as the 
ard of God , can never be ſhaken, or put 
| M 2 You 
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you to any great Difficulty to defend it, 
ſince you need no more than the plain 
Words of your Bibles , without Gloſs, or 
Commentators, to aſſert and juſtifie it. | 


2. Let me recommend to you Reverence, 
Devotion and Diligence , in the Uſe of this 
Service. I have already obſerved, That there 
is a Language of Geſtures rather more ſignifi- 
cant and affe&ting than that of Words. Ir 
bec2mes ns therefore, not only to Love and 
Uſe our Service, butlikewiſe to recommend 
it to the People, by a diſtin and affe&tio- 
nate manner of Pronouncing and Reading 
it, and by a devout and grave Behaviour at 
ic. 'This can never be preſſed too much 
on you, or on others. by you ; ſince *tis ab- 
folutely neceſlary to give Life and Efficacy to 
ic ; as the contrary will expoſe the beſ# and 
n0ſt- ſaered thing to contempt, and bring a 
greater Diſparagement on our Serwice, than 
all Our Adwverſaries Endeayours can ever do. 
Though Our Service be Appointed by God, 
and Warranted by Scripture 5 yet even God's 
Appointments are Abommations to him , when 
{:parated from the heart, and-are only ac- 
cprtable to him, as they contribute - to I- 
22r:l Devotion, Let me therefore intreat 
vou to Tabour ſo to perform the Service of Our 
Church, that it may attain the End for which 
God has deſign'd Flis Wirſhip, 
| 3. SINC& 
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3. Since the Service of Our Church is ſuch 
as God has required in his Word, let nothing 
diſcourage us in the Uſe of it: Let ys re- 
member that we perform it in Obedience 
to God , And though ſome Hate, ſome Re- 
vile, and ſome Deſviſe it , yet that the Au- 
thour of it is able to Vindicate it This is 
no New Thing, *Tis the Entertainment the 
World has generally given God's Service. nnd 
his Traths : And therefore neither Obſti- 
nacy, Perve:ſenels, or Negligence of the 
People, whom you are to Perſwade, ougint 
to Diſcourage you. Be Diligent, he Conitanc 
be Reſolute, and be aſſured, that God will 
always give you Succeſs, ſo far as is nece(- 
ſary, to ſapport his Truth. All Means are 
therefore ta be attempted ; and when one 
faileth, another 1s to be applied : And the 
more ave:ſe People ſeem to the Way of 
Werſhip preſcribed by God, and the 'more 
eager they are for any Corruption, the more 
Induſtry is'to be uſed to briny them off. 
from it; and when all other Means fail, 
earneſt Prayers and Tnterceſſions with God fhil 
remain: Weare never to Deipair, whiPit 
we have Ged's Truth on our tide, though 
whole Provinces ſhould iall off from the 
Church; As all they in Alia did from Saint 
Paul. 2 Zim. 1. 15 Though few or none 
ſhould believe our Report, as it happened to 
h | iM 3 Our 
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Our Saviour Himſelf, yet God will have a 
Reward for the Faithful Endeavonrs of his 
Miniſters : And therefore we muſt not de- 
fiſt, though People feem Obſtinare ; but 
feaſon, and out of ſeaſon, by Exhortation and 
Writing, by all Means of Importunity and 
Induſtry, we muſt prefs them to their Duty, 
and endeavour to bring them back to the 
Purity of God's Worfhip, as he has inſtituted 
it, 


4. Let me put you in mind, That the 
Afotives you have to do your Duty, are 
the moſt Noble and Generous that can be : 
And you have this Advantage, that you can- 
not be ſuppoſed to be zealous in your Oft- 
fice, out of any private Intereſt, or proſpe& 
of particular Profit. Your Maintenance and 
Prefermcnts are aſcertained to you by Law, 
and do not depend on the Voluntary Con- 
tribution of the People: And as you arc 
under no Temptation to pleaſe them, by 
complying wirh their Vices or Humours ; 
fo neither can yoube fuſpeed to be Dili- 
gent and Tnduftrious in your Office, out of 
any ſuch mean Conſiderations. Since therc- 
fore what Pains you take, may well be ſup- 
poſed to proceed only from Senſe of Duty , 
and the L.ove of God, let me intrcat you 
ro labour in it. Tt is certain, That neither 
Popularity, FaRtion, nor Worldly Tnrereft, 
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can influence you to this, ſo as they may 
ſome, that have no other way to attain to 
Honour , or Support , but by making or 
gaining a Party. But God forbid that true 
Piety and Zeal for Souls, ſhould work 
leſs effe&ually upon you, than thoſe carnal 
and ſervile Motives do on others. 


Let me therefore earneſtly encourage and 
intreat -you to do it more and more, and 
that you will endeavour to become all things 
to all Men 5 and decline none of thoſe Arts 
which are allowable, when applied, to gain 
the People to Truth and Holineſs; but very 
Wicked, when employed to divide and {e- 
duce them, \ 


* 5. Let me put you in mind, That you 
are Miniſters of the Goipel, and not of a 
Party : And therefore it concerns you 
to mind the common Intereſt of Holmeſs 
and Religion, more than thoſe Differences 
that are often of little Concern in them- 
ſelves, and are inſiſted on only as the Oc- 
caſions and Badges of thoſe People, who 
being reſolved to ſeparate themſelves, are 
obliged to take up little Differences for a Di- 
ſtintion. The leſs you meddle with theſe 
Diſputes, it is commonly the better : And 
indeed it 1s not prudent to mention them, 
till Mens Minds bs fitted and prepared by a 
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true Senſe - of the great Duties of Religion : 
And then the beſt way, perhaps, will be, 
to ſhew of what little weight they are, to 
cauſe or juſtifie Diviſions or Quarrels amongſt 
Chriſtians. REES 


I am well aware that it may be objected 
to is, That whilſt we pref. tne great Durzes 
of the Firſt and Second Table, and ſpend 
our Pains and Diligence in Defending our 
Common Chriſtianity againſt Papiſts, Secin:- 
67:5, Deiſfs and Atheiſts, thoſe that are our 
Adwver{aries in theſe leſſer Points, have made 
their . Advantage of Our being employed 


againſt the C:mmon Enemy, to undermine 


us With the People 3 nay, that fome of 


them have even joined with thoſe Encmics 
to pull down Our Coſt itaticr, But yet I 
perſwade my felt, thit we arc in lefs ha- 
zZard from them, whilſt we do our Duty, 
and apply our ſelves to the great and 
common Oblzgations of Our Holy Rel:- 
g:icn, than if we ſhould leave 1hz; expo- 
ſed to the Afſlaults of Our common Ene- 
ies, to guard our felves from the At- 
tempts of ſuch back Friends, We muſt 
therefore have an Eye to them ; but the 
| other, the Great and Common Truths and 
Duiies of the Goſpe/, muſt be our main 
Buſineſs. 
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I might add many more Remarks proper 
[to my preſent Subject, but I know your 
own Prudence and Obſervation are ſufficient ta 
ſuggeſt them to you ; I ſhall only add my 
Prayers for you, that God will encreaſe your 
Wiſdom and Zeal, and effeQtually turn them 
to his own Glory. 


"4 


To the Diſſenting Miniſters of Derry. 


Ut as to ou, My Brethren, That diſown 

my Communion and Authority, I bave ' 
reaſon to fear that what I ſhall offer co you, 
may receive ſome prejudices from my $r4a- 
ticn and Charafer, with which you ſeem of- 
fended : Yet reaſon 1s reaſon from whomſoe- 
ver it proceeds ; and I only deſire that you 
would weigh ſeriouſly what I have here of- 
fered, in defence of the Service of Our Church z 
andit the Arguments do not convince Toy, yet 
let me pray You to refle&t thus far on the mat- 
ter, as to remember that all Mens minds are 
not of the fame make ; and that it becomes 
You, and all. good Men, at leaſt to treat Our 
Service with reſpect ; ſince we believe, and 
think we have proved, That it is clearly 
ED founded 
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founded oz the Word of God. Tt will not ex- 
cuſe ſcurrilous or unſeemly Refle&tions on it, 
to ſay that we are miſtaken : For all Mex 
are fallible, and you may as well be miſtaken 
as you ſuppoſe We are ; And therefore leſt 
You ſhould be in the wrong, it will be the 
ſafeſt way to be modeſt in cenſuring. 


No Man ought to take it ill that another 
propoſes Reaſons againſt his Opinion ; but to 
Jeff at, or revile any prattice, or opinion that 
another believes to be founded on the Word 
of God, is not only ill Manners, but is of 
dangerous Conſequence ; being apt to breed 
Bitterneſs, and Animoſities between the Par- 
ties: And if it ſhould happen in a Caſe where 
the Pradice, or Opinion is really Warranted by 
the Word of God, it would be a Blaſphemy 
and Inpiety, And therefore in all Matters 
of Religion we onght to avoid this manner 
of Treatment ; and whatever Book uſes it, 
we need trouble our ſelves no farther with it, 
for it certainly is written only to ſerve a Par- 
ty, and not Truth. 


There 1s another thing that in Juſtice I 
think I may requeſt of 74, which is, That 
in Tonr Worſhip and Prafice, Yon will not make 
the Difference between us ſeem greater than 
really it is, To abftain from a thing con- 
felled to be lawful in the Service of God, _ 

y 


| 
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ly becauſe obſerved by us, is ſurely very far 
from a Spirit of AMeekneſs and Moderation : 
And therefore I may hope that you will not 
Tndulge Yonr People in fuch affected diſtances, 
that can ſerve to no other purpoſe, but to 
make Parties irreconcilable ; and muſt pro- 
ceed from a greater bitterneſs of Spirit than a 
good Man can be guilty of toward; any Chri- 
{tian. 


And that Tu may underſtand my Mind 
the better in this Matter, I will give Yo# a 
few Inſtances that I hope will be inoffen- 
ſive; and in which we may juſtly expe&t 


Your C ompliance. 


1. The firſt is in the uſe of the Lords 
Prayer which is owned in Yowr larger Cate- 
chiſm, to be Net only for Dire&tion, as a Pat- 
tern according to which 2e are to make other 
Prayers, but may be allo uſed as a Prayer. And 
in your Dire&ory "tis recommended to be uſed 
in the Prayers of the Church. Yet Tamainfor- 
med that Yon, my Brethren, of this Dioceſs, 
who {ſeparate from Our Communion, do uni- 
ve: {aÞly negle& it, and thereby confirm Tour 
Hearers in an Opinion too common amongſt 
them, that all Forms of Prayer are unlawhul. 
And that for no other Reglon,” that 1 -can 
learn, but to'keep up a Difference om ns 
in Practice, where we really agree +n Pomt 
of Doctrine, 2. Your 
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. 2. Your ſiting at Publick Prayers, may be 
a ſecond Inſtance, in which we may reafſon- 
ably expe ſome Reformation. "Tis a very 
irreverent thing in it ſelf, againſt the Com- 
mand and Examples of Scripture, as I think I 
have ſufficiently ſhewed, and againſt the 
Opinion of Your beſt Caſuiſts, particularly of 
Dr. Ames, ds Con(cientia, Lib. 4. Cap 18, 
Seſſio per ſe non eſt geſtus Orandi, quia nullam 
exprimit reverentiam neque 11 Scripturis appro- 
batur, That is, Sitting is not of it ſelf a po- 
ſture of Prayer, becauſe it expreſſes no Reve- 
rence, neither is it approved in Scripture, Yet 


I underſtand that this is the general Poſture 


in which your People offer their publick Pray- 
ers; and either becauſe it is for their Eaſe , 
or becauſe you are unwilling to ſeem to lay 
any ſtreſs on outward Pertormances; or laſt- 
ly, left you ſhou'd be like us, ycu indulge 
them in it; and ſome of them are ſo igno- 
rant, that they reckon it a piece of Superſti- 
tion in us to kneel at our Prayers; and arc 
averſe to our Service,among({t other Reaſons, 
becauſethis is required atit. Which Noti- 
ons, I ſuppoſe, you your ſelves do not ap- 
prove ; and therefore we may juſtly expect 
that you ſhou'd endeavour to inform your Pec- 
ple better, and bring them to a Compliance 
with the Rules of Decency in their Rel;gions 
Performances, 
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2. My Third Inſtance ſhall be in the Mat. 
ter of the HolySacrament of the Lord"s-Supper. 
I ſuppoſe no ſerious conſidering Perſons a- 
monegſt you can deny but the celebrating it. 
fo ſeldom as it is done in your Meetings, and 


the Peoples backwardnefſs in Receiving it , 


afe very great Faults; and therefore we may 
reaſonably expe that you ſhould preſs home 
tO your Son the Danger of their Negle&; 
and repreſent to them truly the fin of it, {o 
as not to ſuffer any to aſſume the Name of a 
Profeſſor or a Religious Perſon, that doth not int 
ſome meaſure come up to the. Scriptures-Pre- 
cedent in this particular z and withal, fo or- 
dered the celebration thereof, that every-one 
mayhave ſufficient Opportunities to Receive; 
as the firſt Chriſtians did z which in your 
preſent way of managing, 'is impoffible : 
From whence you may be ſure, yours is not 
the Scripture-way, and therefore needs Refor 


. 


mation. | 


4. Let me put you in mind, That it is or- 
dered by your Direfory (as I have already 
obſerved) that ordinarily one Chapter of each 
Teſtament be read at every Meeting, and ſome- 
| times more. | think you cannot diſpenſe with 
\ this Rule, without being liable to Juſt Cen- 
{ ſure, from all that have a true value for the 
i Word of God: And yetl am gy 
there 
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there is not one of your Meetings in this Dzo- 
cefs, where it ts obſerved to the great Detri- 
ment of our common Chriſtianity, and-offence 
of your Brethren. I know the People are 
fonder of Sermons and Lectures of Humang 
Compolure, than of the pure Word of. Ged 
ut its Naked Simplicity ; but you know this 
to be a carnal and ſinful Humour in them 
And God forbid any that claims to be a Mi- 
viſter of the Goſpel ſhowd indulge them in 
it': And therefore as yew wou'd maintain a 
due Reverence in the People for the Word of 
God, I think we may expe&t your Confor- 
mity to us in this Particular, 


- 5. I ſuppoſe you very well know that the 
tnoſt learned and ſober No cornformuſts do own 
that Occaſional/Communion with our Church 
i5Jawfal, and'that People had better come to 
our Horfbip (at leaft where: he that Officiates 
isof Abilztyand Sobriety) than fit at home-on 
the Lord's-Day, or frequent no Aſſemblies at 
all ; And you cannot be ignorant that many 
Thouſands in theſe Parts negle& all Pu2l:ck 
Worſhip, and! many ſuffer their Children to 
die Unbaptized, for want of Miniſters of 
their own Communion; And therefore in. this 
Cxſe, it is a Pointot Juftice.due to the Sox!s 
of theſe Poor People, and to our common 
'Chriftianicy,to let them know that it:is their 


Duty 40 join with us both in 7/orſiip and Se- . 
craments, | 
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craments, as far as your Brethren in England 
have Allowed it on ſuch Occaſions. 


6. You are ſenſible that amongft thoſe 
Proteſtants that diflent from our Church , 
ſome are Congregational, and others Presbyte- 
rians 3; You of this Dzoceſs where I am cons 
cerned, profeſs to be of this latter Sort, and 
agree with us in owning that by Chriſt's Ap- 
pointment, the particular Churches in con- 
venient Diſtrifts, ought according to Scrip* 
ture-Precedents, to Aﬀociate under one-Go- 
vernment ; and theſe again to Unite them- 
ſelves into greater Combinations of Prowin- 
cial and National Churches. The Difference 
berween 7 and Us is concerning theſe par» 
ticular Diſtricts ; Namely, Whether the Go- 
vernment of them ought tote in a Presbytery, 
with*a Biſhop as Preſident and Governor, by 


'Thriſt's Appointment ; or in a College «f 


Presbyters abſolutely Equal. Sothen, we both 
own National and Provincial Churches, as well 
as ſingleWorſhipping Congregations; but the Con- 
gregatione! Diſ/enters deny that Chriſt inſtitu- 
ted any other Church, beſides a ſingle Con- 
gregation ; and affirm that all other Church<- 
es, fuch as Claſſical, Provincical, 'or National, 
are Humane Inventions ; and that every fingle 
Congregation 15 Independent, and may indeed 
keep a fair Correſpondence wich its Neigh- 
bour-Corgregation:, but is.not under any com- 

mon 
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mon Government with them. Theſe laſt 
are the avowed Principles of 'Mr. Baxter ; 
Dr. O»en,Mr Lob, Mr. Humphrys, Mr. Zcyſe, 
Mr. 4!ſop, Mr. Clerk/on, and generally of all 
the late Defenders of the. D;/ſenters Cauſe in 
England and Ireland, that I have met with. 
Now it is manifeſt that theſe Principles of 
theirs, are much more different from your 
Principles, than ours are ; And the ditfe- 
rence 1s much greater, and more material. 
For it is poſltble on your Principles and ours 
topreſerve Unity, and to keep up ſome va- 
- hue for Excommunication, and other Cen- 
ſures of the Church ; ſince he who is cenſu- 
red in one Church cannot be received into 
another, neither with you, norus : Whereas 
in the Congregational way, he that is Excom- 
municated in one Congregation, may remove 
to another, :or ſet up one for himſelf if he 
pleaſes ; at the worſt, if he ſhou'd, it wou'd 
be counted. but an Irregularity. Theſe Prin- 
ciples are deſtructive-to the Peace and Uni- 
ty of the Church, as well as to our commer 
Cazle; and our Learned Men have carefully 
Anſwered all the principal Writers of that 
fort; 1o that no Books of that kind have re- 
mained Unanſwered, but ſuch only as were 
.meer Repeticions of what had been ſaid and 
anſwered before. I do not remember any 
of you have of late undertaken the Defence 
of this important Truth; tho? ithe Aſſembly 
of 
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of Dzivines in their Humble Advice-- 
concerning Charch-Government (which I ſup- 
poſe you: approve) do prove it from the 
Holy Scriptures in- their Title of Claſſical 
Aſſemblies Now we think, in Juſtice to 
your Own Cauſe, as well as to Us, you 
ought-to warn your People againſt thoſe Books 
that maintain Principles contrary to us both ; 
at leaſt not to bear them in hand, that zhoſe 
Books written againſt Us, make for You ; for 
this will appear a great piece of Infincerity, 
as well as Ingratitude ; and will tempt the 
IVorld to believe that you are willing to en- 
courage Principles deſtructive to your own 
Caule, (as the Principles of thoſe Books ma- 
nifeſtly are in this very Point) fo they do 
but ſerve a Turn and ſtrengthen your Party 
among(t the ignorant People. 


6. Laſtly, I think we may juſtly expect 
from you a ready Concurrence with us to 
beat down ſuch Vices and Immoralities as 
are confefled on all hands to be againſt our 
common Chriſtianity ; ſuch as Adultery, For- 
nication, Blaſphemy, Profanation of the Loris 
Day, &c. And ſince the Biſhops Courts are Le- 
gally impowred to puniſh theſe, and many 


_ are guilty of them who yet will not appear 


or ſubmit to acknowledge their Sins, and 
upon that Account are Excommunicated : the 
leaſt that can be expected from you in theſe 

N Caſes 


178. Concluſion, &c. 


Caſes, is, Not to encourage ſich Sinners it 
their Obſtinacy, or to admit them to Com- 


' munion amongſt 72, whilſt they lie under 


* ſach Cenſures 5 which might be a means to 
Reform, in ſome meaſure, theſe Crying 


_ : Vices, 


 Thefe are but a few of thoſe things that 
might be inſtan&?d ; in which we may con- 
Curr 1n our Pra&ice as well as we do, in gur 
Opinions 5 and if we did, I perfirads fy el 
that tho' they did not bring us to Reli- 
gious Communion, yet they might much con- 
cribute to our living eaſily with one another, 
and take off that Uncharitableneſs which 
our Religious Diſſentions are apt to cauſe a- 
monglſt us 2 However, it wou'd be a great 
Satisfaction to Me, and I ſhould reckon it 
ſome kind of Succeſs in my Office, if I 
cou'd prevail with any ſort of People, that 
profeſs to meet in the Name of Chri/, to 
come nearer to his I»t;tutions in their Wor- 
ſhip; tho? T ſhould not be able to perſwade 


them to the Communion whereof I am a 
Mcmber. 
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A S:to You, my Friends and Brethren. of 
{ X the Laity, who profeſs your ſelves 
Members of the Efablihed Church, Te hath 
pleaſed God to place Me amongſt you, and to 
give me an Infpedtion over you ; and 'tis chief- . 
ly-on your Hccount that I have written and 
publiſhed this Treatiſe, that it may be a 
Pledge and Teſtimony to you of my con- 
cern for yon, athd make my care to 
reach az far as may be amongſt you.. I 
hope my Labours this way may. be Ulſe- 
ful to you, to ſettle the Minds of the 
Doubtful, and to awaken = all to Dili- 
gence and Zeal in the performance of the 
Service of God. 


The great Principles of your Religion, as 
you are Members of the Eftabliſhed Charch, 
are Uncontroverted on all hands; and I. 
have here endeavoured to ſhew that your 
particular Way of Worſhip is warranted by the 
Holy Scriptures. You have reaſon to bleſs 
God, that He has afforded you ſo many 


Conveniencies of frequenting it; in which 
N 2 He 
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He has been pleaſed to give you ſo mani 
feſt Advantage above your Ds{enting Neigh- 
bours, that notwithſtanding their Nume- 
. rouſneſs, you have Five Places for Wor- 
ſhip, for One that they have. This will 
render you inexcuſable, if you negle&t At- 
tendance at them, or ſpend any Lord's- 
Day (as is too common in this Country ) 
in a meer Reſt from Labour, without any 
Publick Worſhip. 


I muſt likewiſe put you in mind, that our 
Scrvice is not only fitted tor the Publick, but 
is likewiſe proper for private Families; and 
therefore I would adviſe you to make uſe of 
the Words with which Our Church has 
furniſhed you, in your Houſes, as well as in 
the Church. Art leaſt to uſe ſuch ſele& 
Hymns and Collects as ſeem moſt adapted to 
that purpoſe. And at more ſolemn times 
I conceive our Litany is as full and proper 
a Service as any Maſter oi a Family can de- 
fire to offer to Ged. 


I muſt therefore mgſt carneſtly and paſfi- 
onately exhort you. by the Name of Our 
t ord Feſus Chriſt, for his Church's ſake, and 
your own, that yor will add Diligence and 
Zeal to this your reaſonable Service, and 
prepare your Hearts to feek the Lord your God 
in his Holy Worſhip. And particularly that 


you 
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you wou'd endeavour to convince the World, 
that it is not Fa#ion, or a Party you contend 
for, but the . Fruits of Righteouſneſs; and 
thereapon ftrive rather to cut-l;ve thoſe that 
differ from You, than to out-orgu2 them, 
Let the innocency of your Live;, and your 
Chriſtian Moderation convince them of 
the unreaſonableneſs of their ſeparation 
from Tv. 


I beſzech the God and Father of Our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt to multiply his Grace and Peace 
upon 74 ; and to influence Ju by his Holy 
Spirit, that You may be perfect in every good 
Work ; and particularly in that of Worſhipping 
him in Purity and Holineſs. 
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A S to Neu, My Friends, that diſſent from 

Our Communion, it remains only, that 
I beſeech 7 in the Spirit of Meekneſs, (as 
one that is appointed by the Providence of 
God, and the care of a Chriſtian Magiſftracy, 
to watch over Nur Souls) That You will 
ſeriouſly confider, and lay to heart what 
I have here tender'd ro 774. I cannot pre- 
vail with you to come and receive ſtruct i- 
ec from my Mouth ; and therefore I 
have taken this way to inform Tu. TI will 
only add a few Obſervations, which I recom- 
mend to 7#, and ſhall leave the Succeſs in 
tirely to God. 


1. Therefore 7% may obſerve that in: this 
Treatiſe I havenot led?u into long Reajenings, 
or the Intricaciesof Humane Learning butT 
have referred Tou to your Bibles, and You need » 
g0 nofurther than to them to be ſatisfied whe- 
ther the things I have ſaid be as TI have repre- 
ſented them or not. Thoſe of Berza are reck- 
cned a Noble People (ARts 17.11.) becauſe they 
(earched the Scriptures, and | pray moſt hearti- { 
| ly to God to give Nu a part in that Nobleneſs | y 
| | CRE Fel ep of | 
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of mind, that Tou may ſearch and find the 
Truth ; 


2. I wou'ddeſire ou toobſerve that it ever 
has been, and in all probability ever will be 
the humour of the World, tobe more fond of 
Their Own Ioentions than of what God Com- 
mands. If we look thro? the whole Scrip- 
tures we ſhall find, that the Prophers ſent by 
God, the Doftrines revealed by him, and the 
Worſhip he Commanded , have had but il! 
Entertainment amongſt the People. - There 
never appeared half ſo much Zeal or Inctina- 
tion in the generality of Men, for the True 
God and his Worſhip, as for the falſe God"s,and 
their Prophets. Andthere is an obvious natu- 
ral /reaſon for it, ſince what Man invents 
muſt needs have a nearer agreement to the 
Carnal and Corrupt Inclinations of our de- 
praved Nature, than what God preſcribes: 
which is the very Reaſon that induces Men 
to change the I/titutions of God , and ſubfti- 
tute their own Iventions inſtead of them. 
A thing that would never come into any 
Man's Mind, if he did not find more eafe or 
gratification to his Humour in them, than in 
obſerving God's Commandments. 


If it were proper to referr you to the Hi- 
ſtory .of the Church, you would find that 
molt of all the —_ in the //orſbip of 

4 k 


God, 
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God, were introduced by the Fondneſs and 
violent Inclinations of the People for them ; 
and that the Church-Governours did long 
oppoſe them, and were brought with dith- 
culty at laſt to comply with them, Thus 
the Worſhip of Images, Prayers for the 


Dead, Purgatory, the Interceflion of Saints, 
| Half-Communion, being preſent at Church- 


Aſſemblies without Receiving the Lord's- 
Supper, and Worſhipping the Hoſt, were all 
vulgar Practices at firſt, againſt the Opinion 
of the Governours of the Church, who ge- 
nerally Oppoſed and Condemned them ; 
but being Humane Inventions, the Peo- 
ple were ſo violent for them, that there 
was no withſtanding them ; ſo that if 
the Governours they had would not com- 
ply, the People did ſet up thoſe that 
would. 


Now Jet me intreat you to reflect a little , 
and conſider with all ſeriouſneſs, whether 
there may..not be ſomething like this in 
your own Caſe, eſpecially in the Matter ot 
Extemporary Prayers. Iris.plain, you have 
brought them into Practice, againſt the O- 
pinion and Conſtitution. of the Church-Go- 
vernours, and of the Firſt Reformers, who 


| all did ſettle;Litwrgies in the Churches which 


they Reformed : This Knox did in Scotland, 
whoſe Litztgy we have ready to produce , | 
| tO | 
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to the Conviction of thoſe who pretend to 
be his Succeſſors, and yet condemn Forms of 


| Prayer as Unlawful. This Luther did for 


Germany, and Calvin for Geneva, and tor the 
French Church, whoſe Liturgies are ſtill uſed 
by them. YetT find this weighs not much 
with you, though you ſeem to me to have 
little- to oppoſe to it, befides a ſtrange Find- 
neſs and Paſſion you have entertained for the 
contrary. And let me tell you, That it is 
no hard matter to give a Reaſon why the 
generality of the People are better pleaſed 
with ſuch Extemporary Prayers , than with 
Forms: For can any one wonder that a 
Prayer which People never heard before, and 
is adapted to the Fancies and Humours of 2 
Party, with all the Advantages which Novelty 
gives, ſhould gratifie carnal and itching Ears, 
more than the fix*'d and fſettl'd Prayers of a 
Church, or that Firm dictated by Chrilt 
Himſelf ? To joyn in theſe with Devotion , 
requires us duly to prepare our Heart:, to 
{train and lifr up our Minds with much Seri- 
ouſneſs and Attention, or we cannot- be af- 
feed by them ;- whereas there is a Pleaſure, 
and a kind of Senſual Delight, in the No- 
velty of the other Prayers; and the Tone 
with which they are ſometimes delivered , 
makesthe Hearers imaginarily Devout,though 
they come to them without taking Pains iO 
ſtrain their Minds to true Devotion. But you 


ought 
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ought to remember that Images and Reliques, 
and Mediatory Saints,had the very ſame Effect 
on People long. ago ; which made them ſo 
fond of them, that they brought, them into 
their Worſhip, in ſpite of the Biſhops and 
Paſtors of the Church, as you have now 
brought in Extemporary Prayers : But *tis 
rare to find the generalicy of Men fond of 
what is truly Spiritual : And therefore Peo- 
ple's Fondneſs of your peculiar Way of Wor- 
ſhip, is ſo far from being an Argument for 
it, asI find ſome of you uſe it, that, on the 
contrary, it is a ſhrewd Prefumption that it 
15 not from God; eſpecially ſince ill People 
are fond of it, as well as good : as is manifeſt 
from many undeniable Inſtances; which 
could not be fo, if it were Truly,' and of it 
felf,, Spiritual, 


3. I would defire you to conſider, that 
nothing can generally induce Our Clergy to 
decline theſe *Extemporary Prayers, but their 
Conſcience and Convittion that they are not 
convenient in the Puhlick Service of God. 
'Tis manifeſt, that Extemporary Prayers would 
be much more cafie to molt of us, and 
leſs burthenſom than the Service we uſe : 
You may think otherwiſe, but aſſure your | 
ſelves that you are miſtaken ; and I dare 
appeal to thoſe that have tried both, whe- 
ther is moſt eaſie ; There are ſuch both 
among(t 
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amongſt You and Us.who have made the Ex” 
periment ; and I dare referr it to them to 
declare, on their Conſciences, Which of the 
two Services they look on to be the greater 
burthen to him that performs them. What- 
ever Tu may think, if we would Indulge 
our ſelves, it were no hard matter for the 
meaneſt of Us, to paſs an Extemporary Prayer 
On our Auditory, or to turn the Heads of our 
SErmons into one. 


Laſtly, T have one thing which I would 
more-eſpecially requeſt of Fu, that you 
would believe that I ſincerely and heartily 
deſire and ſtudy the good of your Souls 5 and 
that I have in this Treatiſe endeavoured to 
promote it, and by God”s Afjitance ever ſhall 
inall my Undertakings. 

And if You had the ſame Apprehenfions 
with Me, You would not wonder at my 
Concern in this Matter ; for how is it poſ- 
ſible that any Man that has a Zeal for the 
Purity of God's Worſhip, ſhould not have his 
Spirit moved within him, to fee a well- 
meaning People ſo ſtrangely miſ-led, as to 
content themſelves to meet together, per- 
haps, for ſome Years, with a deſign to 
Worſhip God , and yet hardly ever ſee or 
hear any thing of God's 7mmediate Appeint- 
ment in their Meetings. Now to my thoughts 
this is manifeſtly the caſe of many of Yu ; 

lnce 
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hhce a Man may frequent ' fome Meeting: 
amongſt Nu for fome Years, and never 
hear a Prayer, a Pſalm, or Chapter , which 
has been immediately di&ated b God, and 
never be calledon to bow his Knee to God, 
or ſee either Miniſter or People addreſs them- 
ſelves to him in that humble Poſture. Laſt- 
ly, Never ſee -any Body offer to Admini- 
fter, or defire to Receive the Food of Life 
in the Lord's-Supper. Theſe are Melan- 
choly Refle&tions to me, who believe 
that God has required theſe in his Mor- 
ſhip: and therefore I hope you will take it 
in- good part, that TI endeavour to reſtore 
them to ow. _ 


| T have only to add my moſt earneſt 
Prayers to God for Ju: And to beſeech 
him who is the God of Mercy, and Pur- 
chaſer of his Church , by a Price Inefti- 
mable, to vouchſafe his Blefling to theſe 
my Endcavours, for your Souls Inftruttion ; 
That Yu may reap the Benefit, and T the 
Comfort of them, inthe great Day of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who only is the True 
Teacher of Souls by his Spirit, and 15 able 
to Seal the Inſtru&ions of his Miniſters to 
Tour Hearts, to open the Eyes of Your 
Underſtandings, and to guide You into all 
Truth. 


FINIS, 
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